John 1:1
Matthew 12:39



 is the adversative use of the postpositive conjunction DE, meaning “However” plus the nominative masculine singular articular aorist deponent passive participle of the verb APOKRINW, which means “to answer: answering.”


The article functions as a personal pronoun “He,” identifying the subject as reference back to the Lord Jesus Christ.


The aorist tense is a constative/historical aorist, which describes the past action as a fact.


The deponent passive voice is passive in form but active in meaning with the subject (Jesus) producing the action.


The participle is temporal with the action being coterminous with the action of the main verb.

Next we have the third person singular aorist active indicative of the verb EIPON, which means “to say: said.”


The aorist tense is a constative/historical aorist, which describes the past action as a fact.


The active voice indicates that Jesus produced the action.


The indicative mood is declarative for a simple statement of fact.

Then we have the dative indirect object from the third person masculine plural personal use of the intensive pronoun AUTOS, meaning “to them” and referring to the scribes and Pharisees.

“However, answering He said to them,”
 is the normative subject from the feminine singular noun GENEA plus the adjectives PONĒROS and MOICHALIS, connected by the additive use of the conjunction KAI.  The phrase is translated “An evil (degenerate) and adulterous generation.”
,
  Next we have the accusative direct object from the neuter singular noun SĒMEION, meaning “a sign.”  This is followed by the third person singular present active indicative of the verb EPIZĒTEW, which means “to desire; to want.”


The present tense is a gnomic/static present, describing a universal truth.


The active voice indicates that an evil and adulterous generation produces the action.


The indicative mood is declarative for a simple statement of fact.

“‘An evil and adulterous generation wants a sign;”
 is the adversative use of the conjunction KAI, meaning “and yet,” followed by the nominative subject from the neuter singular noun SĒMEION, which means “a sign.”  Next we have the negative adverb OU, meaning “not” plus the third person singular future passive indicative of the verb DIDWMI, which means “to be given.”


The future tense is a predictive future, which affirms what will not take place.


The passive voice indicates that a sign will not receive the action of being given.


The indicative mood is declarative for a simple statement of fact.

This is followed by the dative indirect object from the third person feminine singular personal use of the intensive pronoun AUTOS, meaning “to it,” referring to the feminine noun GENEA.

“and yet a sign will not be given to it”
 is the first class conjunction EI plus the negative adverb MĒ, which together mean “except,” followed by the nominative subject from the neuter singular article and noun SĒMEION plus the possessive genitive or genitive of identity from the masculine singular proper noun IWNAS, meaning “the sign of Jonah.”  Finally, we have the appositional genitive from the masculine singular article and noun PROPHĒTĒS, meaning “the prophet.”

“except the sign of Jonah the prophet.”
Mt 12:39 corrected translation
“However, answering He said to them, ‘An evil and adulterous generation wants a sign; and yet a sign will not be given to it except the sign of Jonah the prophet.”
Explanation:
1.  “However, answering He said to them,”

a.  In response to the scribes’ and Pharisees’ desire to see a miraculous sign from Jesus proving that He is the Messiah (other than another healing), Jesus answers their request.


b.  Notice that the Lord does not answer with a question as He typically does.  Instead, He makes a direct statement regarding the nature and character of their evil request.  He is not harsh or angry, but very ‘matter-of-fact’ toward them.

2.  “‘An evil and adulterous generation wants a sign;”

a.  The current generation of Jews was like many of the previous generation of Jews.  They wanted a miraculous, spectacular, physical sign that proved that Jesus was God incarnate, that is, the Messiah.


b.  This desire for some sort of spectacular, overt miracle is evil, because it has no faith in God.  It is putting God to the test to prove He is who and what He claims to be.  The ‘demand’ for a sign comes from those who don’t believe even when they have already seen many signs, which have not satisfied their curiosity.


c.  The description ‘adulterous’ refers to the age old problem of the Jews going after other gods, which began with the golden calf incident by the Exodus generation.  Periodically throughout their history, the Jews have turned to the worship of pagan gods, which eventually led to their exile in Babylon for 70 years.


d.  Jews demanded signs from Moses and most, if not all their prophets, that they and their message was legitimately from God.  The current generation was the worst of all the previous generations; for they rejected God personally present, living with them.

3.  “and yet a sign will not be given to it”

a.  Having established the fact of these scribes’ and Pharisees’ evilness and spiritual adultery, the Lord continues His statement with a dogmatic declaration that a spectacular attesting miracle they desire will not be given to them.


b.  What they want, they will not get.  What they desire, will not happen.  What they demand, will never be fulfilled.  Jesus couldn’t be more dogmatic in His absolute denial of their request.  “It ain’t gonna happen.”


c.  Why the emphatic, flat denial?  Jesus so emphatically denies their reject, because nothing He could do can create faith in them.  They have no faith in Him, no matter what He says or does.  If they don’t believe His word, then nothing He does is going to change their negative volition.  They are like their father, the devil, and just as nothing Jesus says or does changes the hatred and antagonism of Satan, so it is with Satan’s children—the scribes and Pharisees.  Therefore, Jesus isn’t going to waste His time and effort on those who refuse to believe in Him, no matter what He says or does.  He will not cast His miraculous pearls before swine.

4.  “except the sign of Jonah the prophet.”

a.  There is one exception to this dogmatic rule.  There is one sign that these men will see.  And yet they will not believe in this sign, spectacular that it is.


b.  Jonah the prophet ended up in the stomach of a great sea monster for three days and three nights, given up for ‘dead’.  And then the prophet was ‘brought back to life’, when the great sea monster vomited him up on the shore.  The sign of Jonah was the ‘restoration of life’ after being ‘dead’ for three days and three nights.


c.  This sign will be fulfilled by Jesus during His three days and nights in the grave prior to His resurrection from the dead.  The Lord’s resurrection from the dead will be the one and only spectacular miraculous sign given to the Jews of that generation, which they will ignore, reject, disbelief, and repudiate as a lie.  And they have perpetuated to this day the lie of Satan that Jesus never rose from the dead.

5.  Commentators’ comments.


a.  “For Jesus to have given them a sign would have been wrong.  He would have catered to their unbelief and allowed them to set the standards for faith. No matter what miracle He performed, it would not have pleased them.”


b.  “‘Adulterous’ suggests that Israel was spiritually unfaithful to God by its religious formality and its rejection of the Messiah.”


c.  “Jesus’ answer was that no further sign would be given to them as the leaders of the nation until His own resurrection.  What else could He do?  An ordinary resurrection [resuscitation] was not enough!”


d.  “The demand for a sign indicates a generation which, instead of being humbly responsive to God’s call, is evil and adulterous (a regular Old Testament metaphor for rebellion against God), which shows that it refers to His contemporaries, not just Jews or men in general, as those in whom Israel’s age-long rebellion has culminated, and on whom judgment must therefore fall.  In Mk 8:12 the refusal of a sign is unqualified.  The exception here, the sign of the prophet Jonah, is, as verse 40 will make clear, one reserved for the future, when Jesus’ ministry is over; until then, there will be no sign.”


e.  “Jesus refuses to play their game.  He does not work wonders on demand and especially not for skeptics.  Their request reveals their evil intent and lack of faith.  ‘Adulterous’ applies the common Old Testament metaphor for idolatry.  Again Jesus rebukes ‘this generation’.  In this context he is looking ahead to increasing rejection by his contemporaries.  The only sign Jesus will provide, therefore, is the ‘sign’ that is Jonah.”


f.  “Jesus’ strong reaction demonstrates His abhorrence of the showmanship His inquisitors were seeking.  He castigates them as an evil and adulterous generation, where generation extends the scope of His condemnation beyond his immediate questioners to the sum total of the contemporaries they represent.  They are evil; for their profession of religion is joined to a massive selfishness whereby they impose their own rules on God, and adulterous; for they have turned their proper relation of fidelity to God into spiritual adultery; their demand for a sign showed their failure to trust God and their readiness to try to impose on Him a miraculous act of their own choosing where they should have been content with faithful service.  Signs are granted to faith, so how can the faithless ever see them?  No sign will be given it, where given points to the fact that ‘signs’ are not to be obtained by aggressive demand; if they come at all, they are the gift of God.  And in this case there will be no such gift; the sign of Jonah the prophet is sufficient.  Jesus is saying that Jonah himself is the sign, which means that it is what is recorded of the man that constitutes the marvel.  It is in vain for the people who confront Jesus to look for a sign; the sign they need is there, in the book of the prophet that they value so highly.”
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