John 1:1
Matthew 12:35



 is the nominative subject from the masculine singular article and adjective AGATHOS plus the noun ANTHRWPOS, meaning “The good man.”  Then we have the preposition EK plus the ablative of origin/source from the masculine singular article, used as a possessive pronoun (“his”) adjective AGATHOS and noun THĒSAUROS, meaning “from his good treasure.”  Next we have the third person singular present active indicative of the verb EKBALLW, which means “to cast out; to bring out.”


The present tense is a customary present for what typically occurs.


The active voice indicates that the good man produces the action.


The indicative mood is declarative for a simple statement of fact.

This is followed by the accusative direct object from the neuter plural adjective AGATHOS, meaning “good.”

“The good man brings out good from his good treasure;”
 is the continuative use of the conjunction KAI, meaning “and,” followed by the nominative subject from the masculine singular article, adjective PONĒROS, and noun ANTHRWPOS, meaning “the evil man.”  Then we have the preposition EK plus the ablative of origin/source from the masculine singular article, used as a possessive pronoun (“his”) adjective PONĒROS and noun THĒSAUROS, meaning “from his evil treasure.”  Next we have the third person singular present active indicative of the verb EKBALLW, which means “to cast out; to bring out.”  The morphology is the same as its previous use.  Finally, this is followed by the accusative direct object from the neuter plural adjective PONĒROS, meaning “evil.”

“and the evil man brings out evil from his evil treasure.”
Mt 12:35 corrected translation
“The good man brings out good from his good treasure; and the evil man brings out evil from his evil treasure.”
Explanation:
1.  “The good man brings out good from his good treasure;”

a.  The Lord continues with a statement of absolute truth.


b.  There are two kinds of people in the world—those who are good and those who are evil.  Those who believe in Christ are ‘good’.  Those who reject Christ are ‘evil’.  There is no in-between.  We are for or against God.  He who is not for Jesus is against Jesus.


c.  The ‘good man’ is intrinsically good, because God makes him so through the imputation of God’s very own divine righteousness to the believer at the moment of salvation.  God credits to man’s account His very own divine righteousness as a free gift because the person has believed that Jesus is the Christ, the Messiah.  This imputation of divine righteousness makes the believer intrinsically ‘good’.


d.  Out of this man’s mouth and from the treasury of thoughts in his heart come statements of divine good, such as the praise and worship of God.  The man full of divine good is filled with a treasury of ‘intrinsically good’ thoughts from the teaching of the word of God.  This man then has the ability to reach into the treasury of ‘good’ thoughts and bring forth what is intrinsically ‘good’.  Having learned the thoughts found in the Sermon on the Mount (for example), the believer can then apply these thoughts, ideas, principles, doctrines, etc. to the execution of his own life and thus produce ‘divine good’.


e.  The believer who grows in grace and in the knowledge of our Lord fills up his spiritual treasure chest with thousands of concepts of divine good.  These concepts of divine good are stored in the treasury of his heart, ready for application to life at any moment to the greater glory of God—the absolute divine good of the spiritual life.

2.  “and the evil man brings out evil from his evil treasure.”

a.  On the other hand there is the evil man, that is, the unbeliever, whose thoughts are only evil continually.  Gen 6:5 “Therefore the Lord saw that the evil of mankind was great on the earth.  Consequently, every purpose of the thoughts of his mind is exclusively evil all the time.”


b.  The evil unbelieving man also has a storehouse or treasury of thoughts, ideas, concepts, doctrines, etc.  But this treasury of ideas produces only evil, sinfulness, wickedness, treachery, blasphemy, murder, etc.


c.  This man is born in a state of total depravity and continues in that state all his life unless and until he/she believes in Christ.  This kind of person is aptly described in Rom 1:28-32, “Furthermore, since they did not think it worthwhile to have God in full knowledge, God delivered them over to degenerate thinking to do what is not proper, being filled with all wrongdoing, wickedness, greed, depravity, full of envy, murder, strife, deceit, malice, gossipers, slanderers, haters of God, insolent [rude and disrespectful], arrogant, braggarts, inventors of evil, disobedient to parents, without understanding, not keeping their promises, without natural affection, unmerciful; who certainly, although knowing exactly the requirement of God that those who practice such things are worthy of death, not only continue to do these very things, but also approve of those who continue practicing [these things].”


d.  Our soul is the treasure chest of our ideas.  Those ideas are either divine good or satanic evil.  There is no in-between.  All the best ideas of man divorced from the word of God are a part of creature evil.  This thinking apart from God began with Satan and was transmitted from him to the man and woman in the Garden of Eden.  This depraved thinking is passed on from generation to generation.  And the only solution to the problem of our evil thinking is faith in the Lord Jesus Christ.

3.  Commentators’ comments.


a.  “If the heart is a treasury of good, that good will overflow through the lips and do good to others.  But if the heart is a treasury of evil, that evil will spill over through the lips and do harm to the person speaking and those listening.”


b.  “Verse 35 resembles Mt 6:21.  A tree is to its fruit what a person’s heart is to his or her speech.”


c.  “This verse is essentially the same point that has just been made in the previous verse, but emphasized for its importance.  The good man is the man of inner excellence, the man whose goodness is not merely on the surface but at the center of his being.  He produces good things from his good treasure.  The phrase signifies what is valuable, but also where one keeps what is valuable.  Either meaning is possible here: Jesus may be saying that it is from the things he values that the good man produces his good things, or he may mean that he gets them from his innermost storehouse, his heart.  In the end there is not a great deal of difference. What the good man produces is what he values, and it comes from the center of his being.  So with the evil man.  In both cases what one brings forth proceeds from what one is at the core of one’s being.  The evil man produces evil just as surely as the good man produces goodness.  One’s deeds accord with what one is essentially.  A good person does not do good sporadically or haphazardly, but habitually, and so with the evil person.  Our deeds are a reflection of what we are, and they show what we really value, deep down.  And, of course, we can produce from our treasure only what is there.”


d.  “Each man stores up what he thinks is valuable in thoughts, judgments, convictions, and the like.  As occasion arises, he draws on these treasures of his.  Men are divided into only two classes; for here the good man is a believer.  To which class the Pharisees belong is evident from the sample of their treasure (verse 24) they have exhibited.”
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