John 1:1
Matthew 12:29



 is the coordinating conjunction Ē plus the interrogative adverb PWS, meaning “Or how?”  Then we have the third person singular present deponent middle/passive indicative of the verb DUNAMAI, which means “to be able: can.”


The present tense is a descriptive present of a hypothetical situation.


The deponent middle/passive voice is middle/passive in form but active in meaning with the subject (‘anyone’) producing the action.


The indicative mood is an interrogative indicative, which is used in questions that can be answered by providing factual information.

Next we have the nominative masculine singular subject from the indefinite pronoun TIS, meaning “anyone.”  This is followed by the aorist active infinitive of the verb EISERCHOMAI, which means “to enter.”


The aorist tense is a constative aorist, which describes the hypothetical action in its entirety.


The active voice indicates that ‘anyone’ can produce the action.


The infinitive mood is a complementary infinitive, which completes the meaning of the main verb DUNAMIS.

Then we have the preposition EIS plus the accusative of place from the feminine singular article and noun OIKIA with the possessive genitive from the masculine singular article and adjective ISCHUROS, meaning “into the strong, great, mighty, or powerful man’s house.”

“Or how can anyone enter into the strong man’s house”
 is the additive use of the conjunction KAI, meaning “and,” followed by the accusative direct object from the neuter plural article and noun SKEUOS plus the possessive genitive from the third person masculine singular personal use of the intensive pronoun AUTOS, meaning “his property.”
  Then we have the aorist active infinitive from the verb HARPAZW, which means “to steal.”
  The morphology is the same as EISERCHOMAI.

“and steal his property,”
 is the conditional particle EAN plus the negative adverb MĒ, which together mean “except; unless.”  Then we have the ordinal adverb PRWTOS, meaning “first.”  Next we have the third person singular aorist active subjunctive of the verb DEW, which means “to bind; to tie up.”


The aorist tense is a constative aorist, which describes the action in its entirety.


The active voice indicates that ‘anyone’ produces the action.


The subjunctive mood is a conditional subjunctive, which is used in conditional clauses using EAN or AN.

Next we have the accusative direct object from the masculine singular article and adjective ISCHUROS, meaning “the strong man.”

“unless he first ties up the strong man?”
 is the continuative use of the conjunction KAI, meaning “And,” followed by the temporal adverb TOTE, meaning “then.”  Next we have the accusative direct object from the feminine singular article and noun OIKIA with the possessive genitive from the third person masculine singular personal use of the intensive pronoun AUTOS, meaning “his house.”  Finally, we have the third person singular future active indicative of the verb DIARPAZW, which means “to thoroughly plunder.”


The future tense is a predictive future, which affirms what will take place.


The active voice indicates that ‘anyone’ will produce the action.


The indicative mood is declarative for a simple statement of fact.

“And then he will thoroughly plunder his house.”
Mt 12:29 corrected translation
“Or how can anyone enter into the strong man’s house and steal his property, unless he first ties up the strong man?  And then he will thoroughly plunder his house.”
Lk 11:21-22, “When a fully armed strong man guards his own house, his possessions are at peace.  However, when a stronger man than him, after attacking, overcomes him, he takes away his full armor on which he had depended and distributes his spoils.”

Explanation:
1.  “Or how can anyone enter into the strong man’s house”

a.  Jesus continues to address the Pharisees’ accusation that He casts out demons by the power and authority of Satan, that is, that He is working for the devil, using a simple illustration from life.


b.  The subject ‘anyone’ refers to a criminal, who is a thief.  This thief’s plan is to break into the strong man’s house and steal everything he owns.  The strong man is analogous to Satan.  Satan’s house is his kingdom on earth.  The person intending to take away everything Satan owns is our Lord Jesus Christ.  He is the ‘anyone’ in this story.

2.  “and steal his property,”

a.  The Lord’s plan is to take away Satan’s ‘unspiritual kingdom’ from him and replace that kingdom with the spiritual kingdom of God.  This is the form of ‘stealing’ that will take place.


b.  Satan’s property are those who do not believe in Christ.  God’s plan is to save those who now belong to Satan (his property), so that they belong to God.  In this sense, the Lord Jesus Christ is said ‘to steal Satan’s property’.

3.  “unless he first ties up the strong man?”

a.  However, the Lord cannot steal Satan’s property by getting unbelievers to believe in Him unless He first ties up the strong man, that is, tying up Satan.


b.  How does Jesus ‘tie up’ Satan?  He does not do so literally, but figuratively in two ways.



(1)  First, Jesus must be qualified to have authority over Satan and this is accomplished by being and remaining sinless.  As a sinless human, Jesus has authority over Satan, this authority being given to man in the Garden of Eden.  Jesus establishes the basis for His spiritual authority over Satan and right to establish a spiritual kingdom of God by maintaining His sinless perfection.



(2)  Second, Jesus establishes His authority over Satan and all demons by His obedience to the will of God the Father and doing all things in the power of the Holy Spirit.  He establishes His spiritual authority by His teaching and His actions in graciously providing for those in need.  Satan’s ‘property’ then makes a decision to acknowledge the authority of Jesus rather than the authority of Satan.


c.  By the establishment of His sinless perfection and spiritual authority Jesus ‘ties up’ or overpowers the strong man, Satan, which then allows Him to establish His superior spiritual rule on earth (Satan’s kingdom of unbelievers).

4.  “And then he will thoroughly plunder his house.”

a.  And then, having established His spiritual authority to command demons and save people, the Lord is able to not just plunder, but thoroughly plunder Satan’s kingdom.


b.  The plundering is accomplished by presenting the gospel and affecting the salvation of all those who trust in Jesus for their eternal salvation.  Satan’s kingdom is plundered every time a person believes in Christ.  And the word thoroughly indicates that this will apply not only to the Jews first, but also to all Gentiles that believe in Christ.


c.  Therefore, if Jesus is in the process of tying up Satan and taking his kingdom from him, then He cannot also be in league with Satan to accomplish this plan, since Satan is not in league with ‘anyone’ to affect his own downfall.

5.  Commentators’ comments.


a.  “Jesus was able to cast out demons because He had first defeated Satan, the prince of the demons.  Jesus entered Satan’s kingdom, overcame his power, and claimed his spoils.  His victory was through the Spirit of God and not in the power of the evil one.”


b.  “By driving out demons, He was proving He was greater than Satan.  He was able to go into Satan’s realm (the strong man’s house), the demonic world, and come away with the spoils of victory.  Since He could do this, He was able to institute the kingdom of God among them.  If He were driving out demons by Satan’s power, He certainly could not be offering the people God’s kingdom.  That would be contradictory.”


c.  “He summarized the fallacy of the Pharisees’ assertion through the parable of the strong man and the burglar.  Clearly, Jesus was plundering Satan’s house-hold by exorcising demons (an example of which stared them in the face).  There is only one power greater than Satan—God; as Jesus was robbing Satan of his subjects, Jesus’ power must therefore come from God.”


d.  “Thus Jesus destroys Satan’s kingdom not from within (as the Pharisees alleged) but by direct assault on the strong man.  The goods here may represent people in Satan’s power, but more likely they are merely a part of the metaphor of conquest and plunder.  The ‘binding of Satan’ was a feature in Jewish apocalyptic hope and became also part of Christian eschatology (Rev 20:1–3).  First may refer back to an earlier binding by Jesus (e.g. the defeat of Satan in 4:1ff.), but more likely is part of the overall metaphor.  Satan is powerless before the victorious incursion of God’s kingdom in Jesus’ ministry of deliverance.”


e.  “Jesus now illustrates the correct interpretation of His exorcisms with an analogy or short parable.  One cannot attack a well-protected home without first rendering the guard powerless.  So, too, Jesus must first bind Satan before he can plunder (carry off or rob) his house, i.e., cast out his demons.  The exorcisms demonstrate that God in Christ is decisively defeating the devil.  As has often been noted, D-Day has come, though not yet V-Day.  Satan is in his death throes.”


f.  “Or introduces an alternative way of looking at the facts.  Jesus puts this in the form of a question; he asks how anyone can take possession of the goods of the strong man unless he first binds him.  He speaks of entering the man’s house, which, of course, would be the part of his possessions that he would guard most closely.  Jesus does not explain who he means by the strong man, but it seems clearly enough to be a designation of Satan.  Such a man’s possessions are safe until he is overcome.  In that case we are to think of Satan as being in much the position of the strong man.  Jesus asks how anyone can enter the strong man’s house and seize his goods unless he first binds the strong man, which means that he must overcome him.  While he has any strength left the strong man will resist being bound, and when at length he is bound that in itself is clear proof that he has been defeated.  When that happens his house and all that is in it is at the mercy of the conqueror: he will plunder his house.  The picture is that of a tyrant in complete and utter defeat.”


g.  “Satan is like a powerful brigand or robber.”
  Lenski begins his explanation with the analogy backwards.  Jesus is the ‘robber’ who plans to enter Satan’s house and plunder Satan’s property.  Satan cannot be both the strong man and the robber at the same time.
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