John 1:1
Matthew 11:5



 is the nominative subject from the masculine plural adjective TUPHLOS, meaning “the blind.”  With this we have the third person plural present active indicative from the verb ANABLEPW, which means “to see again.”


The present tense is a retroactive progressive present of what began in the past and continues in the present.


The active voice indicates that the blind produce the action of seeing again.


The indicative mood is declarative for a dogmatic statement of fact.

Then we have the additive use of the conjunction KAI, meaning “and,” followed by the nominative subject from the masculine plural adjective CHWLOS, meaning “the lame.”  This is followed by the third person plural present active indicative from the verb PERIPATEW, which means “to walk.”  The morphology of this verb is the same as the previous verb.

“the blind see again and the lame walk,”
 is the nominative subject from the masculine plural adjective LEPROS, meaning “lepers.”  With this we have the third person plural present passive indicative of the verb KATHARIZW, which means “to be cleansed.”  The morphology of this verb is the same as the previous verb, except the passive voice indicates that the lepers receive the action of being cleansed (healed).  Then we have the additive use of the conjunction KAI, meaning “and,” followed by the nominative subject from the masculine plural adjective KWPHOS, meaning “the deaf.”  With this we have the third person plural present active indicative of the verb AKOUW, which means “to hear.”  The morphology of this verb is the same as the previous active verbs.

“lepers are cleansed and the deaf hear,”
 is the additive use of the conjunction KAI, meaning “and,” followed by the nominative subject from the masculine plural adjective NEKROS, meaning “the dead.”  This is followed by the third person singular present passive indicative from the verb EGEIRW, which means “to be raised.”  The morphology is the same as the previous present passive verb.

“and the dead are raised”
 is the additive use of the conjunction KAI, meaning “and,” followed by the nominative subject from the masculine plural adjective PTWCHOS, meaning “the poor.”  This is followed by the third person singular present passive indicative from the verb EUAGGELIZW, which means “to receive good news.”  The morphology is the same as the previous verb.

“and the poor receive good news;”
Mt 11:5 corrected translation
“the blind see again and the lame walk, lepers are cleansed and the deaf hear, and the dead are raised and the poor receive good news;”
Isa 29:18, “On that day the deaf will hear words of a book, and out of their gloom and darkness the eyes of the blind will see.”

Isa 35:5-6, “Then the eyes of the blind will be opened and the ears of the deaf will be unstopped.  Then the lame will leap like a deer, and the tongue of the mute will shout for joy.”

Isa 61:1, “The Spirit of the Lord God is upon me, because the Lord has anointed me to bring good news to the afflicted; He has sent me to bind up the brokenhearted, to proclaim liberty to captives and freedom to prisoners;”

Explanation:
1.  “the blind see again and the lame walk,”

a.  This verse is the continuation of the sentence begun in the previous verse.  The sentence now reads: “And answering, Jesus said to them, ‘After going, report back to John the things which you hear and see: the blind see again and the lame walk, lepers are cleansed and the deaf hear, and the dead are raised and the poor receive good news;”


b.  The Lord provides a summation of the great miracles He has already performed that attest to the fact He is the Messiah.  Jesus doesn’t just say, “I am the Messiah,” because anyone could do that, and many men before and after Him did so.  Jesus didn’t just claim to be the Messiah, but proved He was the Messiah by doing things that no other person in history of the world has ever done or will do.


c.  This list of miracles is bracketed by the two greatest miracles of our Lord’s ministry—giving sight to the blind and raising a person from the dead.  No one in history has ever given sight to the blind except the Lord Jesus Christ.  One example of the miracle of restoring sight to the blind has already been stated by Matthew in Mt 9:27-30, “And while Jesus is going away from there, two blind men followed Him, crying out and saying, ‘Have mercy on us, Son of David!’  Then, after He came into the house, the blind men came to Him, and Jesus said to them, ‘Do you believe that I am able to do this?’  They said to Him, ‘Yes, Lord’.  Then He touched their eyes, saying, ‘According to your faith, let it be done for you.’  And their eyes were opened.  And Jesus sternly warned them, saying, ‘See to it that no one knows!’”


d.  The second example of Jesus’ Messiahship is restoring the ability to walk to those who are lame.  An example of this is found in Lk 5:18-25, “And notice, [there were] men carrying a man on a bed, who was paralyzed; and they were seeking to bring him in and to set [him] in front of Him.  And after not finding how they might bring him in because of the crowd, after going up on the roof, they let him down through the roof tiles with his stretcher into the middle [of the room] in front of Jesus.  And after seeing their faith, He said, ‘Friend, yours sins are forgiven you.’  And the Scribes and the Pharisees began to reason, saying, ‘Who is this man who speaks blasphemies?  Who is able to forgive sins, except only God?’  However, Jesus, knowing their reasonings, answering said to them, ‘Why are you reasoning in your hearts?  Which is easier, to say, “Your sins have been forgiven for you”, or to say, “Get up and walk”?  However, in order that you may know that the Son of Man has authority on earth to forgive sins’—He said to the paralytic—‘I say to you, get up, and after picking up your stretcher, go to your home.’  And immediately, after standing up before them, picking up that on which he had been lying, he went to his home glorifying God.”
2.  “lepers are cleansed and the deaf hear,”

a.  A third example of our Lord’s healing to prove He is the Messiah is the cleansing or healing of lepers.  An example of this is given in Mt 8:2-3, “And behold, a leper, after coming, bowed down before Him, saying, ‘Lord, if You are willing, You are able to cleanse me.’  And after stretching out His hand, He took hold of him, saying, ‘I am willing; be cleansed.’  And immediately his leprosy was cleansed.”


b.  A fourth example of our Lord’s healing to prove He is the Messiah is the restoration of hearing to someone who is deaf.  An example of this is given in Mk 7:32-35, “And they brought to Him a deaf and speech impaired person, and they implored Him that He might lay His hand on him.  And after taking him aside from the crowd, by himself, He put His fingers into his ears, and after spitting, He touched his tongue; and after looking up to heaven, He groaned and said to him, ‘Ephphatha!’ that is, ‘Be opened!’  And his ears were opened, and the binding of his tongue was untied, and he began speaking correctly.”
3.  “and the dead are raised”

a.  The fifth example our Lord gives of His being the Messiah is the greatest miracle of all, and would be critical for John to remember, since he would face death by beheading shortly.  This is the miracle of raising someone from the dead, which is something only God can do, and proves the deity of the Lord Jesus Christ.  (Satan counterfeits this miracle in the Tribulation, but Satan has no power to give life.)  An example of this is given in Mt 9:23-25, “And Jesus, after coming into the house of the [synagogue] official and seeing the flute-players and the crowd causing emotional disorder said, ‘Leave; for the girl has not died, but is sleeping.’  And they began and continued laughing at Him.  Now, when the crowd had been thrown out, after entering, He took hold of her hand, and the girl was raised to life.”  Add to this the raising of Lazarus.


b.  Another example is found in Lk 7:11-15, “And it happened on the next day [that] He went to a city called Nain; and His disciples and a large crowd were going with Him.  Now as He approached the gate of the city, notice, the only son belonging to his mother was being carried out, having died, and she was a widow; and a large crowd from the city was with her.  And after seeing her, the Lord had pity on her, and said to her, ‘Stop crying.’  And then, after approaching, He touched the bier. Then those carrying [it] stopped, and He said, ‘Young man, I say to you, rise up!’  And then the dead man sat up and began to speak.  And He gave him back to his mother.”

4.  “and the poor receive good news;”

a.  In conclusion, Jesus mentions the one miracle that is not a physical miracle, but a spiritual miracle—the salvation of the soul of those who believe that Jesus is the Messiah.  This news is the best news in all history and was certainly good news for John to hear and remember.


b.  The ‘poor’ refer to all mankind in the status of spiritual death.  We are all born spiritually dead, and therefore, spiritual bankrupt.  We are born spiritually dead with the result that we are condemned by God.  We are saved by the riches of God’s grace, who provides salvation for us through the judgment of our sins in the Messiah, who is judged as a substitute for us.


c.  God’s gracious offer of salvation to anyone who believes that Jesus was, is, or will be judged for them is the best news anyone could ever hear.  The good news of the message of the gospel was the greatest thing that could happen to anyone spiritually, just as the healings provided by Jesus were the greatest thing that could happen to anyone physically.


d.  Jesus didn’t just claim to be the Messiah, but promised eternal salvation and eternal life with eternal security to anyone who believed in Him.  And people were believing it by the hundreds of thousands.  The fact that so many were believing Jesus’ offer of salvation also told John that Jesus was the Messiah.

5.  Commentators’ comments.


a.  “Jesus reminded John of the Old Testament prophecies about the works of Messiah (Isa 29:18–19; 35:4–6).”


b.  “These works would, of course, indicate that Jesus indeed is the Messiah (Isa 35:5–6; 61:1).”


c.  “These miracles were irrefutable proof that He is the Messiah, and it was these irrefutable actions that John’s disciples reported back to him.”


d.  “Jesus’ words are an unmistakable allusion to passages in Isaiah which describe God’s saving work (Isa 35:5–6; cf. 29:18), and the mission of His anointed servant (Isa 61:1).  If these did not form part of the general expectation, and of John’s, they should have.  In Jesus’ own understanding of His mission, Isa 61:1–2 looms large (Luke 4:18ff.).  The relief of suffering, literally fulfilled in His healing miracles recorded in chapters 8–9, reaches its climax in good news to the poor, the godly minority described in the beatitudes of chapter 5.”


e.  “In His sermons Jesus has emphasized that He is inverting the world’s standards of greatness, so it should surprise no one that His concept of messiahship did not involve political or military aspirations.”
  Our Lord’s concept of messiahship does involve political and military aspirations at His second advent.

f.  “Jesus stood out as a healer of the blind.  The giving of sight is, of course, mentioned a number of times in Old Testament messianic prophecies, and we can surely say that such healings point to Jesus’ messiahship.  As with blindness, Matthew speaks of the lame more than do others (5 times).  To this Jesus adds, lepers are cleansed; leprosy was not simply a disease to be cured, but a defilement from which the sufferer must be cleansed.  Deaf people hear, to which is added the raising of the dead.  The word clearly denotes the death of the body.  The Baptist was to know that even death was subject to Jesus.  The final item on the list is poor people, who have good news preached to them.  The poor counted for little in the eyes of the general community.  But to Jesus they mattered, and he draws John’s attention to this reversal of generally accepted values.  It was something new that to such people good news was preached.  It is possible that we should translate this ‘the gospel is preached;’ for the verb is that used characteristically for the preaching of the gospel.  John would have known that Jesus was doing these things; indeed, that was part of his problem.  But Jesus is using words that will evoke recollections of messianic prophecy: Isa 35:5–6; 61:1.  Clearly Jesus is drawing attention to wonderful deeds the Messiah would do.  If John were to consider these things carefully, he would have the answer to his question.”
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