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

 is the adverb PLĒN, used as a conjunction, coming at the beginning of a sentence or clause: as a marker of something that is contrastingly added for consideration, meaning: nevertheless Mt 11:22.”
  Then we have the first person singular present active indicative of the verb LEGW, which means “to say: I say.”


The present tense is a descriptive present of what is now occurring.


The active voice indicates that Jesus produces the action.


The indicative mood is declarative for a simple statement of fact.

Next we have the dative of indirect object from the second person plural personal pronoun SU, meaning “to you” and referring to the cities of Chorazin, Bethsaida, and Capernaum.
“Nevertheless I say to you”
 is the explanatory use of the conjunction HOTI, meaning “that,” followed by the dative of advantage from the feminine singular noun GĒ plus the genitive of identity from the neuter plural proper noun SODOMA, meaning “for the land of Sodom.”  Then we have the comparative use of the nominative neuter singular adjective ANEKTOS, which means “more tolerable; bearable or endurable.”
  With this we have the third person singular future deponent middle indicative from the verb EIMI, meaning “to be: it will be.”


The future tense is a predictive future, which affirms what will take place.


The deponent middle voice is middle in form but active in meaning with the subject (the situation of being judged by God) producing the action.


The indicative mood is declarative for a simple statement of fact.

Next we have the preposition EN plus the locative of time from the feminine singular noun HĒMERA with the descriptive genitive from the feminine singular noun KRISIS, meaning “in the Day of Judgment.”
  Finally, we have the conjunction of contrast Ē, meaning “than” plus the dative of advantage from the second person plural personal pronoun SU, meaning “for you.”

“that it will be more tolerable in the day of judgment for the land of Sodom than for you.’”
Mt 11:24 corrected translation
“Nevertheless I say to you that it will be more tolerable in the day of judgment for the land of Sodom than for you.’”
Explanation:
1.  “Nevertheless I say to you”

a.  Jesus repeats exactly what He just said in verse 22.  The repetition is obviously for emphasis—the strongest possible emphasis.


b.  Jesus is giving the ultimate warning He can possibly give to the people of His hometown and neighboring cities.  Listen to His thought, “I am emphatically telling you that you are going to Hell.  I emphatically guarantee that you are going to Hell.  I can’t stress this fact any more than I am stressing it—YOU ARE GOING TO HELL!”  What more could He do?  He taught them like no one who had ever spoken before.  He performed more miracles than they could count.  Now He tells them in no uncertain terms what is going to happen to them, if they don’t change their minds about Him.

2.  “that it will be more tolerable in the day of judgment for the land of Sodom than for you.’”

a.  Jesus continues with another explanation, using the exact same language He used previously (verse 22).  The only difference is now He substitutes ‘the land of Sodom’ for ‘Tyre and Sidon’.


b.  The land of Sodom was well known to the Jews.  It was the land under the Dead Sea.  To the Jews, the land of Sodom was more evil than anything found in Tyre and Sidon.  Tyre and Sidon were relatively ‘righteous’ compare to Sodom, which was beyond the limits of debauchery and depravity.  And here is Jesus telling these unbelieving Jews that their judgment on the Day of Judgment will be greater than the judgment of the land of Sodom.  Nothing could be a greater insult or slap in the face to a bunch of self-righteous, negative to the core unbelievers.  Jesus told them the absolute truth in no uncertain terms.  In fact, He told them in terms they would forever hold against Him.


c.  In effect, Jesus has just placed the negative believers of Capernaum in the lowest pit of Hades to await the Great White Throne Judgment.  They will be next door neighbors to Satan and his chief lieutenants.

3.  Commentators’ comments.


a.  “Capernaum had been privileged to have the Messiah live there.  Yet her greater privileges only brought greater responsibilities and greater judgment.”


b.  “All three Galilean cities, in spite of their greater ‘light,’ rejected the Messiah, and are today in ruins.”


c.  “The warning that they were more obstinate than decadent Sodom should have jarred some spiritual sense into them, but it did not.”


d.  “Verse 24 provides an interesting insight, for it reveals there are varying levels of punishment for those in eternal doom, just as there are varying rewards for those with eternal life.  Jesus, here, was giving new revelation, for the Old Testament does not reveal that there will be varying degrees of punishment in eternity.  This is the corollary to the doctrine of rewards, for the Bible teaches that the unsaved will also be judged, and the measure of their eternal punishment (degree not duration) will be determined according to the lives they lived in the light of the revelation they had received.  This, then, answers what happens to ‘good’ people who have not accepted Jesus as Savior—their eternal punishment is at a lesser level than that of wanton sinners.  So simply being ‘good’ has some benefit, but it can never bring an eternal relationship with God which is only (and has ever been) achievable by His grace and through our faith—after Pentecost, faith in Jesus Christ as Savior.  This revelation of degrees of punishment is marvelous, for it enlarges our understanding of God’s fairness and justice.  Indeed, this was a momentous day in human history; for man was given a glimpse into another world, a mysterious realm to him, an eternal realm which he cannot escape.”


e.  “And if to be compared with Babylon was not sufficiently offensive to Jewish pride, Jesus puts even Sodom on a level above the people of His own town.  Arrogance and immorality will be punished, but not so severely as the rejection of God’s direct appeal.”


f.  “God will deal with Korazin, Bethsaida, and Capernaum more severely because they have received more immediate, dramatic, and straightforward revelation.”


g.  “Again we have a reference to the Day of Judgment and to what is bearable.  Even evil Sodom would do better on the great day than these people in Capernaum who had been confronted with the high point in God’s revelation and who had scorned it or been indifferent to it.”
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