John 1:1
Matthew 11:22



 is the “adverb PLĒN, used as a conjunction, coming at the beginning of a sentence or clause: as a marker of something that is contrastingly added for consideration, meaning: nevertheless Mt 11:22.”
  Then we have the first person singular present active indicative of the verb LEGW, which means “to say: I say.”


The present tense is a descriptive present of what is now occurring.


The active voice indicates that Jesus produces the action.


The indicative mood is declarative for a simple statement of fact.

Next we have the dative of indirect object from the second person plural personal pronoun SU, meaning “to you” and referring to the cities of Chorazin and Bethsaida.  Then we have the dative of advantage from the feminine singular nouns TUROS and SIDWN, connected by the conjunction KAI, meaning “for Tyre and Sidon.”

“Nevertheless I say to you, for Tyre and Sidon”
 is the comparative use of the nominative neuter singular adjective ANEKTOS, which means “more tolerable; bearable or endurable.”
  With this we have the third person singular future deponent middle indicative from the verb EIMI, meaning “to be: it will be.”


The future tense is a predictive future, which affirms what will take place.


The deponent middle voice is middle in form but active in meaning with the subject (the situation of being judged by God) producing the action.


The indicative mood is declarative for a simple statement of fact.

Next we have the preposition EN plus the locative of time from the feminine singular noun HĒMERA with the descriptive genitive from the feminine singular noun KRISIS, meaning “in the Day of Judgment.”
  Finally, we have the conjunction of contrast Ē, meaning “than” plus the dative of advantage from the second person plural personal pronoun SU, meaning “for you.”

“it will be more tolerable in the Day of Judgment than for you.”
Mt 11:22 corrected translation
“Nevertheless I say to you, it will be more tolerable in the Day of Judgment for Tyre and Sidon than for you.”
Explanation:
1.  “Nevertheless I say to you, it will be more tolerable in the Day of Judgment for Tyre and Sidon”

a.  In spite of the likely positive volition to the gospel message of the Gentiles of the cities of Tyre and Sidon, the Lord has a message for the Jews of Chorazin and Bethsaida concerning their respective futures.  Jesus emphasizes the dogmatic truthfulness and accuracy of this message by putting His stamp of guarantee on it with the words “I say to you.”


b.  There is going to be a judgment in the future at the Second Advent of the Lord Jesus Christ.  That judgment will be a judgment of people in nations and cities.  Nations are warned throughout the Old Testament of their coming judgment.  Here Jesus warns cities of their coming judgment.  This judgment is known as the baptism of fire judgment.  There is a baptism of fire for Jewish unbelievers (exemplified by the cities of Chorazin and Bethsaida) and for Gentile unbelievers (exemplified by the cities of Tyre and Sidon).


c.  The words “more tolerable” indicate that there are degrees of suffering associated with this judgment.  This judgment may include the suffering judgments of the Tribulation as well as the suffering in Torments after the second advent of Jesus.


d.  The baptism of fire is defined as the judgment of the Tribulational unbelievers at the Second Advent.  They are removed from the earth and placed in fire for 1,000 years until the Last Judgment.  Both Jews and Gentiles who are Tribulational unbelievers are involved in this Second Advent judgment.  In the baptism of fire, unbelievers are identified with fire for 1,000 years, Lk 3:16‑17; Mt 3:11‑12; 2 Thes 1:7‑9; Mt 25:31, 33.  The Jewish Baptism of Fire is described in Ezek 20:34‑38; Isa 1:25‑27.  All Jewish unbelievers of the Tribulation go into fire, Mal 3:1‑6, 4:1‑2.  Christ judges them in the desert.  The Gentile baptism of fire is described in Mt 25:31‑46.  The baptism of fire is necessary for the beginning of a new civilization in the Millennium.  In each civilization man has a different life span.  Each civilization has its own climate and its own variation in species.  All civilizations begin with believers only.  A civilization is the divine protection of the human race during the angelic conflict.  The baptism of fire is necessary to start a new civilization.
2.  “than for you.”

a.  Jesus concludes this prophecy and warning with a comparison of the judgment of the two Gentile cities with the judgment of the two Jewish cities.


b.  The judgment of Chorazin and Bethsaida will be greater than the judgment of Tyre and Sidon.  The judgment of the Jewish cities will exceed the punishment and suffering of the two Jewish cities.


c.  Why?  To whom much is given (the message and miracles of Jesus face to face), much is expected (faith that Jesus is the Messiah and their Savior).  Jesus did all that a person could do to prove who and what He was to the Jews of his hometown area.  They are so without excuse it is unimaginable.  Jesus eventually went to the outskirts of Tyre and Sidon, but never actually made it to the cities to evangelize people.  That mission was left for the Church to do.  Therefore, Tyre and Sidon at least had the excuse, “If only He had come here, we would have believed.”  But in the divine providence of God, He knew and knows that they too would not have believed, just as Jesus’ own neighbors did not believe.  So both groups of unbelievers will suffer judgment, but the Gentile suffering will not be as great as the suffering of the people who had Jesus with them for three years.

3.  Commentators’ comments.


a.  “Capernaum had been ‘exalted to heaven’ by being privileged to have the Messiah live there.  Yet her greater privileges only brought greater responsibilities and greater judgment.  Five of the ten miracles recorded in Mt 8–9 were performed in Capernaum.”


b.  “Their judgment, though terrible, is less than that on the Jewish cities.  All three Galilean cities, in spite of their greater ‘light,’ rejected the Messiah, and are today in ruins.”


c.  “Jews regarded the twin cities of Tyre and Sidon as grossly wicked; it must have stung to be told that these two Gentile cities were more righteous than the twin cities of Chorazin and Bethsaida.”


d.  “Tyre and Sidon were attacked by the Old Testament prophets for their rejection of God and his will (Isa 23; Ezek 26–28; Amos 1:9–10) and symbolized the arrogance of the pagan world.  But the failure of the Galilean towns to respond to the direct evidence and appeal of Jesus and His mighty works was worse even than the paganism of Tyre and Sidon.”


e.  “Tyre and Sidon had not had those mighty works done in them, and they had not repented.  But the inhabitants of Chorazin and Bethsaida are informed that, despite this, the lot of those sinners will be preferable to theirs.  I tell you signifies that the following words are important.  Nevertheless indicates that despite the fact that they [the Gentile cities] had not repented there was something going for them.  God recognized that they were not as incorrigible as these Israelites.  The Day of Judgment is the day of final judgment [nope, the judgment at the Second Advent must not be confused with the Last Judgment] when everyone, non-Israelites as well as the people of God, will be called upon to account for the way they have lived their lives.  It was a day when most Israelites were sure that they would be much better off than any heathen.  Jesus calls on them to think again.  For the Tyrians and the Sidonians it will be more bearable than for you.  He does not say that they will not be punished for their sins.  He says that on Judgment Day those who have had greater opportunities (e.g., the people of Chorazin and Bethsaida) will be judged more severely than those who have had less.  We should not miss the point that Jesus knows how the people of Tyre and Sidon would have reacted had they had the privilege that the cities of Galilee had had.”


f.  “Eternal punishment has degrees.”
  Notice that Lenski associates this punishment with the lake of fire rather than with the judgment that occurs at the Second Advent.  Are there degrees of punishment in the lake of fire?  I doubt it.  There are degrees of punishment in Torments for those awaiting the lake of fire, but I see no degrees of punishment in the lake of fire—nothing can be worse than eternal separation from the love of God in a place of maximum physical suffering and being completely alone forever.
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