John 1:1
Matthew 10:42



 is the continuative/additive use of the conjunction KAI, meaning “And,” followed by the nominative subject from the relative pronoun HOS with the indefinite particle AN, meaning “whoever.”  This is followed by the third person singular aorist active subjunctive from the verb POTIZW, which means “to give to drink.”


The aorist tense is a constative/futuristic aorist, which views the future action in its entirety.


The active voice indicates that the subject ‘whoever’ produces the action.


The subjunctive mood is a potential subjunctive, indicating the indefiniteness of the action.

Next we have the accusative direct object (and double accusative of persons) from the masculine singular cardinal adjective HEIS with the ablative of the whole from the masculine plural article and adjective MIKROS with the adjectival use of the demonstrative pronoun HOUTOS, meaning “one of these little ones.”  Then we have the double accusative of the thing from the neuter singular noun POTĒRION with the genitive of identity from the neuter singular adjective PSUCHROS, meaning “a cup of cold water.”  With this we have the adverb/neuter singular adjective MONOS, meaning “only.”

“And whoever gives one of these little ones only a cup of cold water to drink”
 is the preposition EIS plus the locative of place or sphere from the neuter singular noun ONOMA plus the genitive of identity or descriptive genitive from the masculine singular noun MATHĒTĒS, meaning “in the name of a disciple.”

“in the name of a disciple,”
 is the “asseverative particle AMĒN, meaning ‘truly’, always used with LEGW, beginning a solemn declaration but used only by Jesus, meaning: I assure you that, I solemnly tell you Mt 5:18, 26; 6:2, 5, 16; 8:10 and many other passages.”
  Then we have the first person singular present active indicative from the verb LEGW, meaning “to say, tell, assure: I say.”


The present tense is a descriptive present, which describes what is happening right now.


The active voice indicates that Jesus produced the action.


The indicative mood is declarative for a simple statement of fact.

This is followed by the dative of indirect object from the second person plural personal pronoun SU, meaning “to you.”

“truly I say to you,”
 is the double negative OU MĒ, which means “no not; absolutely not; or never.”  With this we have the third person singular aorist active subjunctive from the verb APOLLUMI, which means “to lose, ruin, or destroy.”


The aorist tense is a futuristic aorist, which views the entire future action as a fact.


The active voice indicates that the believer who performs any divine good produces the action.


The subjunctive mood is a subjunctive of emphatic negation.

Finally, we have the accusative direct object from the masculine singular article and noun MISTHOS with the possessive genitive from the third person masculine singular personal use of the intensive pronoun AUTOS, meaning “his reward.”

“he will never lose his reward.’”
Mt 10:42 corrected translation
“And whoever gives one of these little ones only a cup of cold water to drink in the name of a disciple, truly I say to you, he will never lose his reward.’”
Explanation:
1.  “And whoever gives one of these little ones only a cup of cold water to drink”

a.  The Lord adds one more illustration to highlight the principle of service in the Christian life.  The subject “whoever” refers to a believer.  We know this refers to a believer, because the final statement in this sentence says ‘he will never lose his reward’.  His reward is eternal life, eternal salvation, eternal security and the rewards and blessings that go with that life.  To say that he will never lose his reward implies that he has already received these things.  The moment we believe in Christ we receive eternal life and eternal security.  We have these rewards immediately and we retain them forever.


b.  The phrase “one of these little ones” refers to a child.  The phrase ‘only a cup of cold water to drink’ refers to the smallest of service that a believer can perform to help someone else, even someone so insignificant that they cannot return the service.

2.  “in the name of a disciple,”

a.  The action of small service to another person is not just a random act of kindness that one unbeliever might perform for another person, but is an act of service or help performed in the name of a disciple.  The disciple is a person who has believed in Christ.


b.  Therefore, the situation we have here is a believer performing a simple act of seemingly insignificant service in the name of another believer.

3.  “truly I say to you,”

a.  Jesus inserts His now famous and common absolute guarantee to what He is about to say.


b.  Jesus is speaking as God, and as God what He is about to say is an absolute fact.  It is an eternal truth and guarantee.  He is speaking to His twelve apostles, but the application extends to every believer of history.

4.  “he will never lose his reward.’”

a.  The subject ‘he’ refers back to the person giving the cup of cold water to a child, that is, the believer performing the smallest of service for another person.  The Lord Jesus Christ promises that this person will never lose his reward.


b.  The implication here is that the person giving the cup of cold water has welcomed the prophet and righteous man into his home, heard the message of the gospel, and extended hospitality to the disciple of Jesus in the form of a cold cup of water.  This act of hospitality is the smallest sign of faith in the message of the gospel; for had the person rejected the message of the prophet/righteous man, then no water would be offered.


c.  Now since the person has believed in Jesus, they express that belief in hospitality, and by expressing such belief Jesus promises and guarantees as an absolute fact that they have the reward of eternal salvation, eternal life, eternal security and the righteousness of God and will never lose it.


d.  The final statement in this verse is one of great statements in Scripture regarding eternal security.  It cannot be set aside as not meaning what it says.  The most insignificant demonstration of faith in the message of gospel guarantees that a person cannot lose their salvation.  If you don’t believe that, then you are calling Jesus a liar.

5.  Commentators’ comments.


a.  “Even a cup of cold water, given with the right spirit, brings its own reward.”


b.  “Therefore even a cup of cold water given to one of these little ones, these insignificant disciples of Jesus, would be detected by the One who keeps accounts.  The reward is in keeping with the act performed.”
  What exactly does that mean?  Is the reward in proportion to the act performed?  No, that is hardly the meaning, since God’s rewards far exceed anything we do.

c.  “This is a marvelous promise to us laymen from our Lord.  We are assured that if we support the men to whom God gives special assignments, God will regard us as though we had performed those assignments.”


d.  “To give a cup of cold water was and is an essential act of courtesy and hospitality in the East.  It is taken for granted, and deserves no reward, yet even this act of acceptance will receive one; God’s rewards go beyond our deserts.  Again it is not philanthropy which is in view, but reception of a disciple because he is a disciple (again literally ‘in the name of’).  On the little ones the term probably designates more generally God’s disciples.”


e.  “Offering a cup of cold water, a very small gesture of help implies the kind of hospitality that included acceptance of the message as well as the messenger. The focus is on the right choice; Jesus’ missionary discourse closes on an optimistic note in hopes of a positive response.”


f.  “From the recognition of what God has done in prophets and good men generally, Jesus turns to the kind of conduct appropriate in His followers when they encounter those who can claim neither status—God’s little ones.  He speaks of giving a drink in the name of a disciple, that is, in recognition of the fact that these little ones are Christ’s. [That interpretation is really twisting the meaning of the words.]  Notice that Jesus is speaking of the smallest conceivable gift to the most insignificant of people. The gift is that of no more than a cup of cold water; no smaller gift can easily be conceived.  Even the smallest gift, given with the right motive, does not go unnoticed.  Jesus is not speaking of a small service rendered to a great person, but of a small service rendered to a small person.  The word little may mean no more than small in size, and some have taken it here to mean ‘little children.’  Jesus certainly took a deep interest in children, but in this context it seems clear that He is speaking of insignificant persons who are His followers whether they are children or not.  [Possibly but not certain.]  The little ones are a class who stand alongside prophets and good men.  The term means those who are insignificant, but it may also refer to those who are without earthly power but who are yet accepted by God [another questionable interpretation].  For those who respond to the smallest needs of the humblest of disciples there will be a reward, just as in the case of those who respond to a prophet or a good man.  This part of the saying is introduced with truly, which invests the words that follow with peculiar solemnity.  This is reinforced by the emphatic double negative, which leaves no doubt about the proposition that follows.”


g.  “The phrase ‘of these little ones’ is spoken with reference to ‘one of the least of these My brethren’ (Mt 25:40).”
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