John 1:1
Matthew 10:36



 is the continuative use of the conjunction KAI, meaning “and,” followed by the predicate nominative from the masculine plural adjective ECHTHROS, meaning “the enemies.”  With this we have the possessive genitive from the masculine singular article and noun ANTHRWPOS, meaning “of a man.”

“and the enemies of a man”
 is the nominative subjective from the masculine plural article and noun OIKIAKOS with the possessive genitive from personal use of the intensive pronoun AUTOS, meaning “his household.”  The nominative subject and predicate nominative without a verb indicates the ellipsis of the verb EIMI, meaning “to be: [will be].”  In this case it will be the future active indicative of EIMI.

“[will be] his household.”
Mt 10:30 corrected translation
“and the enemies of a man [will be] his household.”
Explanation:
1.  “and the enemies of a man”

a.  This verse is the continuation of the sentence begun in the previous verse.  The entire sentence now reads: “For I have come to turn a man against his father and daughter against her mother and bride against her mother-in-law, and the enemies of a man [will be] his household.”


b.  Jesus continues to describe the conditions of Jewish family during the remainder of the Jewish Age.  Remember that the Church Age is still mystery doctrine, which is not yet revealed, when Jesus makes this statement.  This statement applies directly to the rest of the Jewish Age, which includes the remainder of the Lord’s first advent and the entire period of the Tribulation.  However, this same situation applies during the course of the Church Age and has been applicable throughout the past two thousand years.


c.  Do people have enemies?  Yes, they most certainly do, and this includes believers.  The man mentioned here is a believer, and all believers have enemies whether they know it or not.  In this case the man’s enemies are unbelievers and these unbelievers are found within his own family.

2.  “[will be] his household.”

a.  Jesus makes the starling conclusion that the believer’s enemies will be within his own home.  His son or daughter, or daughter-in-law may be his enemy.  Or it could be an extended member of the family living in the same household.  Anyone who is an unbeliever is a potential enemy of the believer.


b.  This passage in no sense condones the believer making himself the enemy of an unbeliever.  Let the unbeliever do all the wrongdoing.  The believer’s mission is to evangelize the unbeliever, not foster a relationship of being an enemy.


c.  Jesus’ point to all believers is that the time is coming when the believer will be hated by the members of his own family for his faith in Christ.  Therefore, we should not be shocked when this happens. 

3.  Commentators’ comments.


a.  “Verse 36 generalizes to make plain that the hostility is not necessarily limited to the three pairs of relationships chosen.”


b.  “One’s own household is the last place where we would expect hostility.  Jesus is emphasizing that from the human point of view following the right way can be a lonely business.  Divisions and oppositions may well arise where they are least expected; for it is impossible to predict how people will react to the gospel.  And where they oppose it they may oppose it bitterly and extend that bitter opposition to all who have accepted it.”
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