John 1:1
Matthew 10:33



 is the adversative use of the postpositive conjunction DE, meaning “However” plus the nominative subject from the relative pronoun HOSTIS with the indefinite particle AN, meaning “whoever.”  Then we have the third person singular aorist deponent middle subjunctive from the verb ARNEOMAI, which means “to deny that something is true; to repudiate, disown or reject someone.”


The aorist tense is a constative/futuristic aorist, which views the action in its entirety as a potential fact.


The deponent middle voice is middle in form but active in meaning with the subject (whoever) producing the action.


The subjunctive mood is a potential subjunctive, which is used after the indefinite particle AN to indicate an indefinite action.

This is followed by the accusative direct object from the first person singular personal pronoun EGW, meaning “Me.”  Then we have the preposition EMPROSTHEN plus the adverbial genitive of place from the masculine plural article and noun ANTHRWPOS, meaning “before men.”

“However, whoever rejects Me before men,”
 is the first person singular future deponent middle indicative of the verb ARNEOMAI, which means “to deny, repudiate, disown, or reject.”


The future tense is a predictive future, which affirms what will take place.


The deponent middle voice is middle in form but active in meaning with the subject (Jesus) producing the action.


The indicative mood is declarative for a simple statement of fact.

Next we have the crasis of the words KAI and EGW to form the word KAGW, meaning “I also.”  Then we have the accusative direct object from the third person masculine singular personal use of the intensive pronoun AUTOS, meaning “him” and referring to the unbeliever.  This is followed by the preposition EMPROSTHEN plus the adverbial genitive of place from the masculine singular article and noun PATĒR with the possessive genitive from the first person singular person pronoun EGW, meaning “before My Father.”  Then we have the appositional genitive masculine singular from the article, used as a relative pronoun, meaning “who.”  Finally, we have the preposition EN plus the locative of place from the masculine plural noun OURANOS, meaning “in the heavens.”  The article is brackets is not found in a majority of the oldest manuscripts and is most likely a late scribal addition to ‘correct’ the grammar.

“I will also reject him before My Father who is in the heavens.”
Mt 10:33 corrected translation
“However, whoever rejects Me before men, I will also reject him before My Father who is in the heavens.”
Explanation:
1.  “However, whoever rejects Me before men,”

a. The Lord continues by giving the reverse situation from the previous verse.  Our Lord’s previous statement/promise concerned the believer and the Lord’s promise to acknowledge that believer before God the Father.  This verse is the promise to deal with the unbeliever in an opposite manner.


b.  The subject ‘whoever’ deals with anyone and everyone who rejects, denies, disowns, or repudiates the Lord Jesus Christ.  The unbeliever denies that Jesus is the Son of God, rejects the offer of eternal life, disowns Jesus as being the Messiah, or repudiates the unconditional love of God.  The unbeliever denies the truth that Jesus is the Son of God, that He came to earth and lived as a real man, that He was judged for all our sins on the Cross, that He died and rose from the dead, and that He offers eternal salvation to anyone who believes in Him.


c.  All of this is done as a rejection of the Lord Jesus Christ publicly before other people.


d.  An example of this by a believer, who did not lose his eternal salvation is found in Mk 14:71. “However he began to put himself under a curse and take an oath, ‘I do not know this man whom you are talking about!’”  Lk 22:57, “However, he denied [it], saying, ‘I do not known Him, woman!’”  Lk 22:60, “However, Peter said, ‘Man, I do not know what you are talking about.’  And immediately, while he was still speaking, a rooster crowed.”

2.  “I will also reject him before My Father who is in the heavens.”

a.  The consequence of the rejection, repudiation, disowning, and denial of the Lord Jesus Christ by the unbeliever is the same rejection, repudiation, disowning and denial of the unbeliever by the Lord Jesus Christ at the Last Judgment before God the Father, the God who is the Lord Jesus Christ’s Father and occupies all three heavens as the omnipresent God.


b.  This same thought is found in our Lord’s description of the last judgment, where He says “I do not know you.”



(1)  Lk 13:27, “and He will speak, saying to you, ‘I do not know where you are from; go away from Me, all you workers of unrighteousness.’”



(2)  Mt 25:12, “But he answered, ‘Truly I say to you, I do not know you.’”



(3)  Mt 7:23, “In fact then I will say plainly to them, ‘I have never known you; go away from Me, you who do lawlessness.’”



(4)  Mt 25:41, “Then He will also say to those on His left, ‘Depart from Me, accursed ones, into the eternal fire which has been prepared for the devil and his angels;’”


c.  The unbeliever is rejected, disowned, repudiated, and denied entrance into the eternal kingdom of God at the Last Judgment—the exact opposite of what happens to the believer.  This is an absolute and eternal promise of eternal judgment guaranteed by the Lord Jesus Christ, just as the Lord has made an eternal promise and guarantee of eternal life to the believer.

3.  Commentators’ comments.


a.  “To be sure, anyone who denies Him on earth may be forgiven. Peter denied the Lord three times, was forgiven, and was restored.”


b.  “Failure to confess Him results in His denial of them.  Of the original 12 Apostles, only one, Judas Iscariot, fell into the latter category.”


c.  “Verses 32–33 refer to the assessment of the believer’s works for his reward and cannot relate to his salvation.”
  This is a wrong interpretation of the passage.

d.  “‘Disown’ can also mean deny or reject.  Such a person, Jesus proclaims, ‘has never belonged to Him.’  In close parallelism with verse 32, verse 33 maintains that God will deny or reject those people who reject Jesus and that He will exclude them from eternal life.  Striking and profound Christology emerges here, as often not found in the Gospels except in John.  One who can make such claims must be none other than the one who declares: ‘I am the way and the truth and the life.  No one comes to the Father except through Me’ (Jn 14:6).  Nor does Jesus countenance any middle ground.  Christians understandably ask questions about the fate of those who have not consciously accepted or rejected Jesus or who have not even had a chance to hear the gospel.  There seems to be scriptural warrant both for excluding all who do not explicitly confess Christ and for accepting all who do not explicitly refuse Him (compare, for example, Mt 12:30 with Mk 9:40), but here such questions remain unaddressed.”
  The statement ‘accepting all who do not explicitly refuse Him’ is this commentator’s rationale for saving those who have never heard.  However, the premise that someone has never heard is not necessarily true.  God has revealed Himself in His works, and the person who sees those works and wants nothing to do with God has rejected Him by rejecting His works.  And where positive volition to wanting to know God exists, God sends His message of salvation through a missionary, a dream, or a direct revelation of Himself.  So the premise that someone has never heard is a false premise.  Another example is a baby who dies at one day old.  Clearly never heard, but also clearly saved based on this plus 2 Sam 12:23.

e.  “The obverse of verse 32 is that there are those who will disown Jesus before men here on earth; they will reject Jesus and side with His worldly opponents.  The remainder of the saying follows the pattern of the previous one, bringing out the truth that those who disown Jesus here on earth are stuck with the consequences of their choice.  They will necessarily find themselves disowned before the heavenly Father.  Jesus is pointing out that there are permanent consequences of rejecting Him.  Those who do this suffer not some slight and temporary inconvenience, but the eternal consequences of rejection by God Himself.”

� BDAG, p. 132, meaning 3.


� Wiersbe, W. W. (1996). The Bible Exposition Commentary (Vol. 1, p. 39). Wheaton, IL: Victor Books.


� Barbieri, L. A., Jr. (1985). Matthew. The Bible Knowledge Commentary: An Exposition of the Scriptures (Vol. 2, p. 43). Wheaton, IL: Victor Books.


� Mills, M. S. (1999). The Life of Christ: A Study Guide to the Gospel Record (Mt 10:26–33). Dallas, TX: 3E Ministries.


� Blomberg, C. (1992). Matthew (Vol. 22, p. 179). Nashville: Broadman & Holman Publishers.


� Morris, L. (1992). The Gospel According to Matthew (p. 265). Grand Rapids, MI; Leicester, England: W.B. Eerdmans; Inter-Varsity Press.





2
3

