John 1:1
Matthew 10:1



 is the continuative use of the conjunction KAI, meaning “And,” followed by the nominative masculine singular aorist middle participle of the verb PROSKALEW, which means “to call to oneself; to summon.”


The aorist tense is a constative/historical aorist, which views the action in its entirety as a fact.


The middle voice is an intensive middle, which emphasizes the personal responsibility of Jesus in producing the action of summoning the disciples to Himself.


The participle is a temporal participle that precedes the action of the main verb and can be translated “after summoning.”

Next we have the accusative direct object from the masculine plural article and cardinal adjective DWDEKA with the noun MATHĒTĒS and the possessive genitive from the third person masculine singular personal use of the intensive pronoun AUTOS, meaning “His twelve disciples.”

“And after summoning His twelve disciples,”
 is the third person singular aorist active indicative from the verb DIDWMI, which means “to give: He gave.”


The aorist tense is a constative/historical aorist, which views the action in its entirety as a fact.


The active voice indicates that Jesus produced the action.


The indicative mood is declarative for a simple statement of fact.

Next we have the dative direct object from the third person masculine plural personal use of the intensive pronoun AUTOS, meaning “them.”  This is followed by the accusative direct object from the feminine singular noun EXOUSIA, meaning “authority.”  Then we have the ablative of rank
 from the neuter plural noun PNEUMA and the adjective AKATHARTOS, meaning “over unclean spirits.”

“He gave them authority over unclean spirits,”
 is the conjunction HWSTE, which is used to introduce dependent clauses of intended result, and translated “for the purpose of” or “in order that; in order to,” followed by the infinitive.
  With this we have the present active infinitive of the verb EKBALLW, which means “to cast out; to throw out.”


The present tense is customary present for what is reasonably expected to occur.


The active voice indicates that the disciples will produce the action.


The infinitive is an infinitive of purpose.

This is followed by the accusative direct object from the third person neuter plural personal use of the intensive pronoun AUTOS, meaning “them” and referring to the unclean spirits.

“in order to cast them out,”
 is the additive use of the conjunction KAI, meaning “and,” followed by the present active infinitive of the verb THERAPEUW, which means “to heal.”  The morphology is the same as the previous infinitive.  Then we have the accusative direct object from the feminine singular adjective PAS plus the noun NOSOS, meaning “every disease,” followed by the additive use of the conjunction KAI, meaning “and” plus the accusative direct object from the feminine singular adjective PAS and the noun MALAKIA, which means “every sickness.”

“and to heal every disease and every sickness.”
Mt 10:1 corrected translation
“And after summoning His twelve disciples, He gave them authority over unclean spirits, in order to cast them out, and to heal every disease and every sickness.”
Explanation:
1.  “And after summoning His twelve disciples,”

a.  Matthew transitions to a new time and place at some point in the middle of our Lord’s public ministry.  This is most likely at least a year into His public ministry and probably before His ministry reached its halfway point.  The location is most likely in the city of Capernaum or somewhere just outside the city.


b.  At some unknown time on this particular day Jesus calls for the Twelve disciples to come to Him.  These twelve were called from the group of seventy (or seventy-two) mentioned by Luke.  The title “His twelve disciples” was already well known to the audience to whom Matthew is writing.  At this point in Matthew’s gospel these particular disciples are singled out for the first time as a group of twelve special disciples to be distinguished from the others.


c.  It is probable that Jesus is at the home of Peter and Andrew or James and John and asks the two to go get the other two.  And then the four are asked to go get the other eight from the group of seventy.  Thus the twelve are assembled with Jesus for this special event.

2.  “He gave them authority over unclean spirits,”

a.  Once all twelve were assembled, Jesus gave them authority over demons.  Unclean spirits is another description of demons.  And it should be noted that Matthew doesn’t qualify this statement to exclude certain demons.  It is difficult to imagine they had authority over Satan or any of His demon generals, but they certainly had authority over the rank and file demons that caused the problems of demon possession and demon induced illness.


b.  The fact that Jesus could convey authority over demons implies that He Himself has this authority and has the right to give it to men to exercise.  There were clearly other Jewish exorcists functioning at the time, but apparently they didn’t have the same kind of authority that Jesus is giving to His disciples.  (Acts 19:13, “Then some of the Jewish exorcists, who went from place to place, also attempted to name over those having evil spirits the name of the Lord Jesus, saying, ‘I implore you by Jesus whom Paul proclaims.’”)


c.  If Jesus had the authority to give His disciples authority over demons, then Jesus has the same authority over demons, which He has already demonstrated.  Thus here we see God (our Lord Jesus Christ) giving the authority to believers to cast out demons that are tormenting and harming people, so those people could them be grateful to God and acknowledge Jesus as their savior, not only from demon possession, but their savior from their state of sinfulness.

3.  “in order to cast them out,”

a.  The purpose for giving such authority is now stated.  The disciples are given this authority over demons in order to cast them out of the people so possessed.


b.  Satan and his demons do not have the right to possess and harm people with diseases and illnesses.  Satan has assumed that authority as ruler of the world.  The Lord Jesus counterattacks that usurped authority by healing people and giving that same authority to heal to twelve special people who believe in Him.  The could have made one all-inclusive, sweeping healing of all demon-possession by simply saying “Get out” to all the demons.  But instead He chose to enlist the help of those who believed in Him to demonstrate to people that didn’t believe in Him that He really was the Messiah and could convey divine His healing power to others.

4.  “and to heal every disease and every sickness.”

a.  The purpose was not only to cast out demons, but also to heal every type of disease, illness, injury, sickness, malady, deformity, paralysis, etc.


b.  These twelve men were given the power and authority to do everything that Jesus was doing to make people well physically and free from all demon activity.  They were to be witnesses for Him with the same authenticating miracles that He used to identify Himself.  They did all their exorcisms and healings in His name to identify His person as the Messiah and the Savior of anyone who believed in Him.

5.  Commentators’ comments.


a.  “The work of salvation could be accomplished only by Jesus Christ, and He did it alone.  But the witness of this salvation could only be accomplished by His people, those who have trusted Him and been saved. The King needed ambassadors to carry the message.  These disciples were given special power and authority from Christ to perform miracles.  These miracles were a part of their ‘official credentials’.  They healed the sick (and note that this included all kinds of diseases), cleansed the lepers, cast out demons, and even raised the dead.  These four ministries paralleled the miracles that Jesus performed in Mt 8-9.  In a definite way, the Twelve represented the King and extended His work.”


b.  “It is not surprising that a listing of laborers follows Jesus’ injunction in Mt 9:38 to ask the Father for laborers.”


c.  “As an immediate practical solution to the need for workers, Jesus now summons his twelve disciples. This is not an account of their selection (as in Mk 3:13–15; Lk 6:13, to which Matthew has no parallel), but of their commissioning.  They appear here for the first time as an already defined group.  The number twelve was chosen as a deliberate reference to the twelve tribes of Israel, and this tallies with several other indications that Jesus saw this inner circle of his followers as representing the true people of God.  The authority displayed was that of Jesus Himself.  That authority He now vests also in His disciples.  The disciples are therefore here given authority for mission, not institutional leadership.  Unclean spirits are generally called ‘demons’ in Matthew (compare Mt 9:32–34), or occasionally simply ‘spirits’ (Mt 8:16; 12:45).”


d.  “The phrase ‘His … disciples’ suggests that the Twelve have already been chosen, but to date they have apparently always accompanied Jesus.   Jesus transfers the same miracle-working authority to His disciples on which He Himself drew.  Matthew again carefully distinguishes exorcisms and healings, and the end of verse 1 repeats verbatim the end of Mt 9:35.”


e.  “And introduces something new with a loose connection to what precedes.  Jesus called to Him His twelve disciples, who come before us for the first time as a special entity.   Matthew is the only New Testament writer to use the expression ‘the twelve disciples’ (Mt 11:1; 20:17; 26:20), though there are quite a few references to ‘the twelve.’  There were many disciples, but twelve were especially close to Jesus and were destined to have a unique place in the church that would emerge in due course.  Matthew does not say why Jesus chose twelve, but it is the number of the tribes of Israel.  To these men Jesus gave authority for both exorcisms and healing.  Matthew refers to unclean spirits again only in Mt 12:43.  These spirits are to be thought of as evil. They are opposed to the purposes of God and the welfare of people; the Twelve now have the authority that enables them to expel such evil beings.  With that is joined the authority to heal.  The repetition of every kind before both disease and sickness shows that the disciples were equipped with a far-reaching power.”


f.  “The bestowal of this ‘authority’ upon the Twelve and then upon the Seventy (Lk 10:17-20) reveals Jesus’ deity.”
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