John 1:1
Matthew 1:12



 is the continuative use of the postpositive conjunction DE, meaning “Then” with the preposition META plus the accusative of time from the feminine singular article and noun METOIKESIA, meaning “after the exile; deportation.”  Next, we have the genitive of place from the feminine singular proper noun BABILWN, meaning “to Babylon.”
“Then, after the deportation to Babylon,”
 is the nominative subject from the masculine singular proper noun IECHONIAS, meaning “Jechoniah.”  Then we have the third person singular aorist active indicative from the verb GENNAW, which means “to beget; to become the father of someone; to father someone.”

 
The aorist tense is a constative/historical aorist, which views the action in its entirety as a fact.


The active voice indicates that Jechoniah produced the action.


The indicative mood is declarative for a simple statement of fact.

Next we have the accusative direct object from the masculine singular article and proper noun SALATHIĒL, meaning “Shealtiel.”

“Jeconiah became the father of Shealtiel;”
 is the continuative use of the postpositive conjunction DE, meaning “then,” with the nominative subject from the masculine singular proper noun SALATHIĒL, meaning “Shealtiel.”  Then we have the third person singular aorist active indicative from the verb GENNAW, which means “to beget; to become the father of someone; to father someone.”

 
The aorist tense is a constative/historical aorist, which views the action in its entirety as a fact.


The active voice indicates that Shealtiel produced the action.


The indicative mood is declarative for a simple statement of fact.

Next we have the accusative direct object from the masculine singular article and proper noun ZOROBABEL, meaning “Zerubbabel.”

“then Shealtiel became the father of Zerubbabel;”
Mt 1:12 corrected translation
“Then, after the deportation to Babylon, Jeconiah became the father of Shealtiel; then Shealtiel became the father of Zerubbabel;”
Explanation:
1.  “Then, after the deportation to Babylon,”

a.  Matthew continues the genealogy of our Lord with the line of Christ after the exile or deportation to Babylon, commonly known as the Babylonian captivity.


b.  The restoration of Israel after seventy years of captivity is told in Ezra 1:1ff.

2.  “Jeconiah became the father of Shealtiel,”

a.  This part of the lineage is confirmed by 1 Chr 3:16-17, “The sons of Jehoiakim were Jeconiah his son, Zedekiah his son.  The sons of Jeconiah, the prisoner, were Shealtiel his son,…”  See also 2 Chr 36:22ff.


b.  Jeconiah was also known as Jehoahaz and Shallum.  He was the son of King Josiah, enthroned immediately after his father’s sudden death in 609 B.C. (2 Kg 23:30–34; 2 Chr 36:1–4).  He is named Shallum in 1 Chr 3:15; Jer 22:11 and Jeconiah in 1 Esdras 1:34.  He was the choice of the people in spite of his being younger than Jehoiakim.  His enthronement, however, did not meet the approval of Pharaoh Neco of Egypt.  After three months Neco removed Jehoahaz from his throne in Jerusalem, took him captive to Riblah, which was the occupational headquarters for the Egyptians, and ultimately transferred him to Egypt. Neco exacted a heavy tribute from Judah and enthroned Jehoiakim in Jerusalem.  Jeremiah offered his people no hope for Jehoahaz. According to the prophet’s word, Jehoahaz did not return but died in Egypt (Jer 22:10–12).”

3.  “then Shealtiel became the father of Zerubbabel;”

a.  Shealtiel is the “Firstborn son of King Jeconiah (1 Chr 3:17); father of Zerubbabel (Ezra 3:2, 8; 5:2; Neh 12:1; Hag 1:1, 12, 14; 2:2, 23; 1 Esdras 5:5, 48, 56; 6:2).  In 1 Ch. 3:17 Pedaiah, rather than Shealtiel, is called the father of Zerubbabel; since Pedaiah was Shealtiel’s younger brother, this difficulty could easily be explained by the practice of levirate marriage.”


b.  Zerubbabel is mentioned in all the verses cited above as the son of Shealtiel.


c.  “According to Ezra 1:8–11, Cyrus originally committed the task of rebuilding to Sheshbazzar, or Shenazzar, a son of the exiled Judean monarch Jehoiachin or Jeconiah (1 Chr 3:17f.).  In verse 18 we find that Zerubbabel was a nephew of Sheshbazzar and a grandson of Shealtiel.”


d.  “The Persians organized the conquered provinces into satrapies, with the satrap of Beyond the River responsible for Syria and Palestine, and the provincial governors responsible with him to the king.  Zerubbabel was one such ‘governor of the Jews’  [Hag 1:1, 14; 2:2, 21], who ruled in Jerusalem together with the ‘elders of the Jews’ [Ezra 5:9; 6:7]).  These elders were responsible for the rebuilding of the second temple (Ezra 6:14–18).  Some seventy years later Nehemiah, who had enjoyed a high position as cupbearer in the Persian court, arrived in Jerusalem as the governor of the province of Judah (Neh 5:14).”

4.  Commentators’ comments.


a.  “That Zerubbabel was called both the son of Shealtiel and the son of Shealtiel’s brother Pedaiah (1 Chr 3:17–19) is probably due to a levirate marriage.  After Pedaiah died his brother Shealtiel may have taken Pedaiah’s widow to be his wife and to them was born Zerubbabel.”


b.  “Luke’s list goes through Nathan, another son of David, and converges with Matthew’s list only for the two names of Shealtiel and Zerubbabel until Joseph is reached.”


c.  “In Mt 1:12–16 Jeconiah is a variant form of Jehoiachin, who with Shealtiel and Zerubbabel appear in 1 Chr 3:17–19.  But there Zerubbabel is a nephew of Shealtiel, which may suggest that the latter died childless and that the line of succession passed to his brother’s family.  In Ezra 3:2, Zerubbabel is legally considered a son of Shealtiel.”


d.  “In 1 Chr 3:19 Zerubbabel is the son of Pedaiah; and in Lk 3:27 Shealtiel is the son of Neri, a descendant of David through Nathan and not through Solomon.  These are not contradictions.  Jechoniah’s son Assir (1 Chr 3:17 left only a daughter, who, according to the law relative to heiresses (Num 27:8; 36:8-9), married a man of her paternal tribe (Neri) of David’s line through Nathan.  Thus we have the step from Jechoniah to Shealtiel.  Matthew gives the legal line on which all Jewish descendants lay stress.  Luke gives the natural line of descent, not that of Joseph, but of Mary; her descent from David, being vital for Gentile descendants.  So in the case of Zerubbabel he is the legal son and heir of Shealtiel, the natural son of Pedaiah.  When Shealtiel died without leaving children, his brother Pedaiah married the widow in accordance with the Levirate law, raising up seed to his brother.”
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