John 1:1
Mark 3:30


 is the causal use of the conjunction HOTI, meaning “because” plus the third person plural imperfect active indicative from the verb LEGW, which means “to say: they kept saying.”

The imperfect tense is a descriptive/durative imperfect, which describes a past, incomplete, continuing action.


The active voice indicates that the scribes kept on producing the action.


The indicative mood is declarative of a simple statement of fact.

“because they kept saying,”
 is the accusative direct object from the neuter singular noun PNEUMA, meaning “spirit” plus the adjective AKATHARTOS, meaning “unclean.”  Finally, we have the third person singular present active indicative from the verb ECHW, which means “to have: He has.”

The present tense is a retroactive progressive present, describing what had begun at some point in the past (when Jesus began healing people) and was continuing at this moment.


The active voice indicates that Jesus produces the action of having an unclean spirit.


The indicative mood is declarative of a simple statement of fact.

“‘He has an unclean spirit.’”
Mk 3:30 corrected translation
“because they kept saying, ‘He has an unclean spirit.’”
Explanation:
1.  “because they kept saying,”

a.  This verse is the conclusion of the sentence begun in verse 28.  The entire sentence now reads: “Truly I say to you, all sins will be forgiven the sons of men, and whatever blasphemies they blaspheme; but whoever blasphemes against the Holy Spirit does not have forgiveness forever, but is guilty of an eternal sin’—because they kept saying, ‘He has an unclean spirit.’”

b.  Mark explains the reason why Jesus said that whoever blasphemes against the Holy Spirit does not have forgiveness forever, but is guilty of an eternal sin.  Jesus said this because the scribes kept on saying that Jesus was demon-possessed.  The scribes didn’t say it once, but kept on saying it over and over again and would not stop.  Therefore, Jesus warned them of the eternal consequences of their hateful speech.

c.  By continually saying that Jesus was demon-possessed they were indirectly saying that what Jesus was doing came from the ultimate source of Satan rather than from the Holy Spirit.  Therefore, they were doing two things: slandering the work of the Holy Spirit in making the evidence of the divinity of Jesus a reality in their minds.  And by doing this they were also hardening the negative volition of their own hearts to the message of the gospel.  They were rejecting common grace and refusing to believe the clear evidence of the Holy Spirit that Jesus was the Christ.


d.  Let me try to summarize what the scribes were doing:



(1)  They see the miracles of Jesus.  Those miracles are the evidence from God the Holy Spirit that Jesus is the Christ.  They reject the miracles as being from the ultimate source of God.



(2)  The Holy Spirit is using the miracles performed by Jesus to testify to the fact that He is the Christ, the Messiah, the Son of God, the king of Israel, etc.  The scribes reject the testimony.



(3)  By rejecting the testimony of the Holy Spirit the scribes are in effect saying that the testimony of the Holy Spirit is a lie.  By calling the Spirit’s testimony about Jesus a lie, they slander the Holy Spirit.



(4)  In the process of rejecting the testimony of the Holy Spirit to the person and work of Jesus as the Christ, the scribes also reject the message of salvation.  They do not believe that Jesus is the Christ, the Messiah, or anything else other than a demon-possessed false prophet who deserves death for leading the people astray.


(5)  Therefore, the scribes keep on rejecting the reality that Jesus is God incarnate and their savior, and do so by slandering both the Holy Spirit and the Lord Jesus Christ with their continuing declaration that Jesus is demon-possessed.  Their slander comes from their disbelief.  Their disbelief in Christ is the sin for which they cannot be forgiven, and that disbelief is manifest by their slander of the Holy Spirit and of Jesus.

2.  “‘He has an unclean spirit.’”

a.  Mark then quotes the continuing slander of the scribes.  They keep on saying that Jesus has an unclean spirit, which means that He is demon-possessed.

b.  This statement rejects Jesus as the Christ and attributes the works of the Holy Spirit to Satan.  This statement directly slanders Jesus and indirectly slanders the Holy Spirit.

c.  This statement rejects the ministry of the Holy Spirit in revealing the person of Jesus as the Christ in common grace to these Jews and it rejects the person of Jesus as the Savior of the world.


d.  This statement demonstrates the locked-in negative volition of the scribes to the message of the gospel, their scar tissue of the soul, their hardness of heart, and their total legalistic degeneracy.  This state of mind could not and would not ever be forgiven by God.  It is the unpardonable sin.
3.  Commentators’ comments.


a.  “Mark explained that Jesus said all this because they kept saying He was demon-possessed.  Jesus did not actually say the scribes had committed this unpardonable sin; but they came perilously close by attributing His exorcisms to satanic power when they really were accomplished by the Holy Spirit. They were close to calling the Holy Spirit “Satan.”


b.  “The act of the Pharisees in attributing to Satan a good deed wrought by Jesus through the Spirit of God led Jesus to speak of the unpardonable sin.  No one could do such a thing unless his moral nature was completely warped and the fundamental distinctions between good and evil were obliterated.  He is beyond the hope of forgiveness, not because God has set an arbitrary line of sinfulness beyond which His grace of forgiveness will not reach, but because the person has put himself beyond the possibility of attaining that state of mind which is the essential condition of divine forgiveness.”
  And what is that state of mind which is the essential condition of divine forgiveness?—faith in Christ.

c.  “Blaspheming the Spirit here means opposing Jesus’ messiahship so firmly that one resorts to accusations of sorcery to get around the Spirit’s signs confirming his identity.  Jesus probably means that their hearts were becoming so hard they would never think to repent [change their minds about Him being the Messiah].”


d.  “By blaspheming Christ, these rulers were also blaspheming God, for they, in effect, rejected His authentication of His Son.  Jesus drew the lines of choice very clearly; there are two categories of men and only two: those for Him, and those against Him.  There is no neutral ground; all mankind, each individual, must fall into one of these two categories.  There is no provision for an uncommitted individual or group—Jesus made this challenge to the leaders of the Jews and it has rung down through the centuries to the present, and will continue to do so until He returns to institute His Kingdom, the same Kingdom the Jews rejected.”


e.  “The sin against the Holy Spirit seems to mean the deliberate closing of the heart and mind to the witness of the Spirit to Jesus, something of which the teachers had just shown themselves to be guilty.  Such a willful and deliberate twisting of truth makes repentance and salvation impossible, for it has shut the one gate to salvation that God has opened.  It is not that God is unwilling to forgive, but that the person concerned is unwilling to receive his forgiveness.”


f.  “The statements of the scribes are to be taken as revealing the nature of this eternal offense.  They explained Christ’s miracles of exorcism as being accomplished by satanic power, when in reality they were wrought by the Holy Spirit.  However, we are not to interpret this passage as teaching that the mere statement against the Spirit is the unpardonable sin, for this would be contrary to the general teaching of Scripture that any and all sins will be forgiven to the repentant soul.  The essence of the ‘eternal sin’ is the attitude of heart that underlies the act.  In the light of Scripture as a whole, this attitude can only be a fixed, unrepentant state of mind that persists in defiant rejection of the overtures of the Holy Spirit.”


g.  “The pardon of all other sins is due to repentance, i.e., contrition and faith [No, faith alone; contrition is human works].  But when the Holy Spirit is pronounced a devil, repentance is no longer possible [No, it is still possible but not likely due to the person’s locked-in negative volition].  The Spirit alone works repentance [the change of mind as a result of the Spirit’s ministry of common grace], and when He is made a demon, His work ceases.  This explains why other blasphemies may be pardoned: they do not render repentance ‘impossible’.”
  Lenski is very close to the right idea.  When a person rejects the work of the Holy Spirit in common grace, they are slandering the Holy Spirit, and this slander is impossible to forgive, because the ministry of common grace is the only way a person will ever change their mind and believe in Christ.
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