John 1:1
Mark 14:46



 is the continuative use of the postpositive conjunction DE, meaning “Then” plus the nominative subject from the masculine plural article, which is used as a personal pronoun, “they.”  With this we have the third person plural aorist active indicative from the verb EPIBALLW, which means “to lay on.”


The aorist tense is a constative/historical aorist, which views the action in its entirety as a fact.


The active voice indicates that the temple guards produced the action.


The indicative mood is declarative for a simple statement of fact.

This is followed by the accusative direct object from the feminine plural article and noun CHEIR, meaning “hands.”  With this we have the dative indirect object from the third person masculine singular personal use of the intensive pronoun AUTOS, meaning “on Him” and referring to Jesus.

“Then they laid hands on Him”
 is the additive use of the conjunction KAI, meaning “and” plus the third person plural aorist active indicative from the verb KRATEW, which means “to arrest.”


The aorist tense is a constative/historical aorist, which views the action in its entirety as a fact.


The active voice indicates that the temple guards produced the action.


The indicative mood is declarative for a simple statement of fact.

Finally, we have the accusative direct object from the third person masculine singular personal use of the intensive pronoun AUTOS, meaning “Him” and referring to Jesus.

“and arrested Him.”
Mk 14:46 corrected translation
“Then they laid hands on Him and arrested Him.”
Explanation:
Mt 26:50, “And Jesus said to him, ‘Friend, do what you have come for’.  Then they came and laid hands on Jesus and seized Him.”
Jn 18:12, “So the Roman cohort and the commander and the officers of the Jews, arrested Jesus and bound Him,”
1.  “Then they laid hands on Him”

a.  Mark continues to describe the arrest of Jesus in the garden of Gethsemane by telling us what the temple guards did after Judas identified Jesus with his word ‘Rabbi’ and his affectionate greeting kiss.  The subject “they” refers to the temple guards, who worked for the captain of the temple guards, who was the direct law enforcement official for the high priest.  This subject may or may not include the servant/slave of the high priest, whom Peter attacks with his sword.  The people not involved in the physical seizure of Jesus were the Roman soldiers and their Tribune.  They were in the background in case a real fight broke out.  They were held in reserve (a tactic with which the Roman commander was very familiar).

b.  The verb ‘laying hands on’ means to grab roughly or seize violently.  “In the NT the word depicts a the violent movement, especially ‘hostile seizure,’ as in Mk 14:46.”
  There was no kind, thoughtful or gentle manner in this action.  Jesus was being treated like a robber, a bandit, a known criminal.   This is similar to how police today might take a man down to the ground and hold him there while throwing handcuffs on him.  There was nothing nice in this seizure, which is what elicited Peter’s violent reaction.  Peter didn’t react to Judas’ kiss; he reacted to the violent manner in which the Jews grabbed Jesus and man-handled Him.

2.  “and arrested Him.”

a.  This verb refers to all the official things done to Jesus at this point, like telling Him He is under arrest (He wasn’t ‘read His rights’; they did no such thing), tying His hands in front of Him or behind His back, and putting a guard on each side of Him, so He could not escape.


b.  There were probably many more things said and done which are not recorded in the gospel records, but these things can well be imagined.  We can hear the faint echoes of the protests of the disciples.  We can see the Lord bow His head in submission to the will of the Father.  The commander of the Romans telling his men to stand fast, when Peter whipped out his sword.  Judas is probably smiling as he slithers into the darkness never to be seen again by Jesus or the disciples.


c.  There was also one more person there, who was gloating over his ‘victory’ and accomplishment, but no one saw him and no one heard him laugh.  The Rolling Stones had sympathy for him, but I don’t.

3.  Commentators’ comments.


a.  “Since Jesus offered no resistance He was easily seized and arrested.  No charges are stated in Mark’s account; nevertheless the legality of His arrest according to Jewish criminal law was assumed since the Sanhedrin authorized it.  His apparent defenselessness continued to veil His true identity publicly.”


b.  “The Greek text of Jn 18:3 reads that a cohort of soldiers accompanied Judas; now, as a cohort was the tenth part of a Roman legion, the best part of 600 soldiers plus the temple guard may have been sent to arrest Jesus.  The word ‘cohort’ had also come to mean ‘band of soldiers,’ but, as a tribune (a high-ranking officer in charge of 600–1,000 men) led these soldiers (verse 12), ‘cohort’ is best understood literally.  Had the band been smaller, the tribune would probably have sent one of the six centurions in his command to lead this detail.  Impressive as this band was, a little arithmetic applied to Mt 26:53 provides an astonishing insight into the power available to Jesus.  A legion consisted of 6,000 men, so twelve legions of angels equals 72,000 angels.  Now, one angel [the Angel of the Lord=a title for the Lord Jesus Christ prior to His first advent] easily annihilated 185,000 trained soldiers (2 Kg 19:35), so an army of 72,000 angels can easily cope with 13 billion men—more than twice the world’s present population, and the figure scientists suggest represents this globe’s absolute capacity to support (the population in Jesus’ day has been estimated at 200 million).  So Jesus was claiming to have enough power to annihilate the entire human race of His day sixty times over, and more.  Indeed, He was claiming to have more than sufficient power to exterminate a whole earth full of people.  Yet He subjected Himself to man.  The size of the band who came to arrest the solitary Christ was awesome in human sight, but how puny compared to twelve legions of angels!”


c.  “Since Jesus was unarmed and offered no resistance, He was quickly apprehended.  The grounds upon which the legality of the arrest was justified are difficult to ascertain.  Charges of blasphemy (Mk 2:7), violation of the Sabbath (Mk 2:24; 3:2-6), or the practice of magic and 
sorcery (Mk 3:22) were at various times urged against Jesus, but no one of these impeachments is specified in the account.  In spite of that, the legality of Jesus' arrest cannot be questioned.  The body of men who seized him were authorized to do so by the Sanhedrin, the highest Jewish 
court in the land.  If a written warrant for the arrest was required by law (Acts 9:2), it may be assumed that one had been prepared and was in the possession of the leader of the task force.  In the Roman provinces, the enforcement of the civil code, and to a large degree criminal law, among the non-citizen classes was normally relegated to the local authorities.  A provincial suspected of a crime could be arrested by the Sanhedrin in virtue of the autonomous police powers which this body possessed even under the procurators.  There is nothing in the record 
to indicate that the normal rules of Jewish criminal law were suspended or infringed by the action in Gethsemane.”
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