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

 is the continuative use of the conjunction KAI, meaning “And,” followed by the third person singular present active indicative from the verb LEGW, which means “to say: said.”


The present tense is a historical present, which describes the past action as though occurring right now for the sake of vividness or liveliness in the narrative.  It is translated by the English past tense.


The active voice indicates that Jesus produced the action.


The indicative mood is declarative for a simple statement of fact.

Then we have the dative indirect object from the third person masculine plural personal use of the intensive pronoun AUTOS, meaning “to them” plus the nominative subject from the masculine singular article and proper noun IĒSOUS, meaning “Jesus.”  Next we have the conjunction HOTI, which is used to introduce direct discourse and is translated by quotation marks.  This is followed by the vocative masculine plural adjective PAS, meaning “all.”  With this we have the second person plural future passive indicative from the verb SKANDALIZW, which means “to be brought to a downfall, cause to sin (the sin may consist in a breach of the moral law, in unbelief, or in the acceptance of false teachings).  In the passive voice it means: to be led into sin.  This can also mean: let oneself be led into sin, fall away Mt 13:21; 24:10; Mk 4:17; 14:27, 29; Jn 16:1.”


The future tense is a predictive future, which affirms what will take place.


The passive voice indicates that all the disciples will receive the action of being led into a state of sinfulness by deserting Jesus.


The indicative mood is declarative for a simple statement of fact.

“And Jesus said to them, ‘You will all be led into sin,”
 is the causal use of the conjunction HOTI, meaning “because,” followed by the third person singular perfect passive indicative from the verb GRAPHW, which means “to be written: it stands written.”


The perfect tense is an intensive perfect, which emphasizes the present state of being as a result of a past, completed action.


The passive voice indicates that the Scripture receives the action of being written.


The indicative mood is declarative for a simple statement of fact.

Then we have the first person singular future active indicative from the verb PATASSW, which means “to strike down: I will strike down.”


The future tense is a predictive future, which affirms what will take place.


The active voice indicates that God the Father will produce the action.


The indicative mood is declarative for a simple statement of fact.

This is followed by the accusative direct object from the masculine singular article and noun POIMĒN, meaning “the shepherd.”

“because it stands written, “I will strike down the shepherd,”
 is the additive use of the conjunction KAI, meaning “and” plus the nominative subject from the neuter plural article and noun PROBATON, meaning “the sheep.”  Finally, we have the third person plural future passive indicative from the verb DIASKORPIZW, which means “to be scattered: will be scattered.”


The future tense is a predictive future, which affirms what will take place.


The passive voice indicates that the sheep will receive the action of being scattered.


The indicative mood is declarative for a simple statement of fact.

“and the sheep will be scattered.””
Mk 14:27 corrected translation
“And Jesus said to them, ‘You will all be led into sin, because it stands written, “I will strike down the shepherd, and the sheep will be scattered.””
Explanation:
Mt 26:31, “Then Jesus said to them, ‘You will all fall away because of Me this night, for it is written, “I will strike down the shepherd, and the sheep of the flock shall be scattered.””

Jn 16:32, “Behold, an hour is coming, and has already come, for you to be scattered, each to his own home, and to leave Me alone; and yet I am not alone, because the Father is with Me.”
1.  “And Jesus said to them, ‘You will all be led into sin,”

a.  Jesus and the eleven disciples are now at the garden of Gethsemane after midnight, and Jesus predicts what is about to happen in the next couple of hours.  He tells them that they are going to be led into sin.  Notice that He doesn’t say that they will lead themselves into sin or that He will lead them into sin.  They will be led into sin by someone else.  There are several possibilities: Satan, Judas, the Jewish authorities.


b.  Being led into sin means being led into temptation or being tempted to sin by someone else.  In effect, Jesus is warning them that they will all be tempted to sin before that night is over.  The implication of Jesus’ statement is not only that they will be tempted, but that they will succumb to that temptation and sin.  They will be led through the temptation to the point of sinfulness.

2.  “because it stands written, “I will strike down the shepherd,”

a.  Jesus continues by explaining why this is going to happen.  It is going to happen to fulfill Scripture.


b.  The Scripture to be fulfilled is Zech 13:7, “‘Awake, O sword, against My Shepherd, and against the man, My Associate,’ declares the Lord of the armies.  ‘Strike the Shepherd that the sheep may be scattered; and I will turn My hand against the little ones.’”


c.  The command “Strike the Shepherd” is changed to a declarative prediction of certainty: “I will strike down the shepherd.”  The shepherd is the Lord Jesus Christ as He declared Himself to be in Jn 10:11-16, “I am the good shepherd; the good shepherd lays down His life for the sheep.  The hired man, and not the one who is a shepherd, whose sheep are not his own, sees the wolf coming, and abandons the sheep and flees-and the wolf steals them and scatters-because he is a hired man and is not concerned about the sheep.  I am the good shepherd, and I know My own and My own know Me, just as the Father knows Me and I know the Father; and consequently I lay down My life for the sheep.  In addition, I have other sheep, which are not from this fold; I must also lead them, and they will listen to My voice; and they will become one flock, [with] one shepherd.”


d.  The verb “strike down” refers to the arrest, humiliation, crucifixion and physical death of the Shepherd.

3.  “and the sheep will be scattered.””

a.  The sheep refer to the eleven disciples.  The scattering of the sheep refers to their running away in fear and hiding from the authorities.


b.  The sin of the disciples was their fear and desertion of the Lord at the critical moment of His arrest.  Even though Peter fought to protect the Lord momentarily, eventually he ran away with the rest of the disciples, followed John to the courtyard of the former high priest Annas and then denied knowing the Lord three times, and ran away in fear at that point.  So in the end, they were all scattered and all sinned.

4.  Commentators’ comments.


a.  “Our Lord predicts that all the disciples without exception will be offended because of Him, and He confirms His prophecy by an O.T. prediction.  The disciples deserted their Lord and fled.  This was their act of stumbling.  The occasion for their stumbling was in the fact that our Lord’s arrest and treatment by Rome might involve them in the same kind of treatment.  They were out to save their own skins.”


b.  “Jesus predicted that all 11 disciples would take offense at His sufferings and death.  To avoid the same treatment they would ‘fall away,’ denying association with Him (14:30) and desert Him (verse 50).  Their loyalty would temporarily collapse.  Jesus applied Zech 13:7 to this situation.  The interpretive change from the command ‘Strike’ to the assertion ‘I will strike’ suggests that Jesus viewed Himself as God’s suffering Servant (Isa 53:4–6).”


c.  “Notice the difference between the way the verse is cited here and the way it is in the original, where it reads ‘strike the shepherd.’  Here we have ‘I will strike the shepherd,’ which stresses that it is by God’s design and action that this happens to Jesus.  This means that once more we see the Markan theme that even human weakness and hard-heartedness are part of the divine purpose.  What takes place is both foretold in scripture and accepted in obedience by Jesus.  Notice that the statement of fulfillment of Scripture comes at those junctures where the story takes an unexpected turn—at Judas’s betrayal, at the disciples’ desertion, and at the arrest of Jesus through the perfidy of Jesus’ ‘friend’.  The setting of this series of happenings is both natural and surprising.  On the one hand, it was normal for pilgrims to camp on the Mount of Olives, and so Judas would know the vicinity where Jesus would likely be.  Yet on the other hand, the same locale where Jesus had predicted the fall of the temple becomes the site of His betrayal—a far cry from the military victory predicted in Zech 14 for the shepherd when He came to this locale.  Or is it?  In Mark’s Gospel the road to triumph over all the forces of darkness leads through the cross, and thus ironically the darker the tableau becomes, the nearer Mark’s narrative is to the dawn of victory, the rising of the Son.”


d.  “The purpose of this warning was to assure the eleven that their coming defection would not result in Jesus severing His relationship with them.  Consider for a moment the emotions of the eleven as they left that upper room.  They must have felt very close to their Lord after the Upper Room Discourse (what disciple could fail to respond to that passionate plea?), and surely they had all resolved to honor His plea for unity.  However, the cold truth of imminent desertion fractured their ranks in short shrift and made Peter self-assertive again.  How frail is our human psyche!  Peter’s response (Mt 26:33) could not have endeared him to the ten, and must have saddened his Lord for its lack of love, a subject on which He had just lectured the apostles.  Before we criticize Peter, however, we should examine our own lives and attitudes, for surely his attitude is recorded for our instruction, not to satisfy our penchant for criticism.  The Church’s cohesion is entirely dependent on Christ’s presence.”

� Arndt, W., Danker, F. W., & Bauer, W. (2000). A Greek-English Lexicon of the New Testament and other early Christian literature (3rd ed.) (p. 926). Chicago: University of Chicago Press.


� Wuest, K. S. (1997). Wuest’s Word Studies from the Greek New Testament: For the English reader (Mk 14:27). Grand Rapids: Eerdmans.


� Grassmick, J. D. (1985). Mark. In J. F. Walvoord & R. B. Zuck (Eds.), The Bible Knowledge Commentary: An Exposition of the Scriptures (Mk 14:27). Wheaton, IL: Victor Books.


� Witherington, B., III. (2001). The Gospel of Mark: A socio-rhetorical commentary (p. 376). Grand Rapids, MI: Wm. B. Eerdmans Publishing Co.


� Mills, M. S. (1999). The Life of Christ: A Study Guide to the Gospel Record (Mt 26:31–Mk 14:31). Dallas, TX: 3E Ministries.





2
4

