John 1:1
Mark 14:24



 is the continuative use of the conjunction KAI, meaning “And,” followed by the third person singular aorist active indicative from the verb EIPON, which means “to say: He said.”


The aorist tense is a constative/historical aorist, which views the entire past action as a fact.


The active voice indicates that Jesus produced the action.


The indicative mood is declarative for a simple statement of fact.

Then we have the dative of indirect object from the third person masculine plural personal use of the intensive pronoun AUTOS, meaning “to them” and referring to the eleven disciples.  This is followed by the nominative subject from the neuter singular demonstrative pronoun HOUTOS, meaning “This” and referring to the cup.  Then we have the third person singular present active indicative from the verb EIMI, which means to be: is; also to represent: “in explanations to show how something is to be understood is a representation of, is the equivalent of.”


The present tense is an aoristic present, which views the state of being as a static fact.


The active voice indicates that the cup produces the state of representing something.


The indicative mood is declarative for a simple statement of fact.

This is followed by the predicate nominative from the neuter singular article and noun HAIMA with the possessive genitive from the first person singular personal use of the intensive pronoun AUTOS, meaning “My blood.”  With this we have the adverbial genitive of reference or an adverbial genitive of association, meaning “with reference to” or “associated with” from the feminine singular article and noun DIATHĒKĒ, meaning “the covenant, agreement, promise.”

“And He said to them, ‘This represents My blood associated with the covenant,”
 is the appositional/explanatory nominative neuter singular articular present passive participle of the verb EKCHEW, which means “to be poured out.”


The article functions as a relative pronoun, meaning “which” and referring back to the blood.


The present tense is a tendential present, describing what is intended but not yet taking place.  This can also be regarded as a gnomic present, describing a universal truth or axiom.


The passive voice indicates that the blood shed by Jesus (His spiritual death on the Cross) receives the action of being poured out.


The participle is circumstantial.

Finally, we have the preposition HUPER plus the genitive of advantage from the masculine plural adjective POLUS, meaning “for the benefit of many.”

“which is poured out for the benefit of many.”
Mk 14:24 corrected translation
“And He said to them, ‘This represents My blood associated with the covenant, which is poured out for the benefit of many.”
Explanation:
1.  “And He said to them, ‘This represents My blood associated with the covenant,”

a.  Mark continues the story of the Last Supper and the institution of the Eucharist by telling us what Jesus said next to His eleven disciples regarding the cup that He passed around for them to drink.


b.  The word “this” is in the neuter singular.  Therefore, it can only refer back to the neuter singular word ‘cup’ in the previous verse.  Thus, Jesus is saying that this cup represents His blood.  The verb is EIMI, which literally means “is.”  However, the Jews were forbidden to drink blood as a strict requirement of the Mosaic Law, since the animal’s life was in its blood.  Therefore, another common meaning and use of the verb EIMI comes into play here—the cup and its contents represents the blood of Christ.  This is not a fanciful made-up translation for EIMI, but a standard usage of the word in the Greek language.


c.  A more difficult problem is the interpretation of the meaning of the word “blood.”  Since the Jews could not drink literal blood and this would be abhorrent to them, the used must be meant in a figurative sense, and so it is.  The “blood” is a figurative symbol for the death of Christ, not only His physical death, but more importantly His substitutionary ‘spiritual’ death on the Cross, which occurred when our sins were imputed to Him by God the Father and He was judged in our place as the Lamb of God who takes away the sins of the world.


f.  Therefore, the cup and its contents of grape juice represented the work of the humanity of Christ on the Cross bearing our sins and being judged as a substitute for us.  This portion of the ritual of the Eucharist is designed to remind us of what the unconditional love or our Lord did for us, in order to provide our eternal salvation.


g.  This blood is then said to be associated with “the covenant.”  This covenant is the promise that God has made to mankind from the time of Adam’s first sin in the Garden of Eden.  It is the promise of eternal life to anyone who will believe in Christ.  All God asks is that we believe that He loves us so much that He promises to save us.  We just have to believe that He means what He says and will keep His word.  He promises to do so and take our faith in Him and make it effective for salvation.  He promised to die spiritually for our sins that we might live in newness of life.  He has kept His promise.  All we have to do is believe in Him.  This we remember as we perform this ritual of drinking the cup.

2.  “which is poured out for the benefit of many.”

a.  The content of the cup represents the sins of the world—all the sins of human history.  All these sins were poured out on Christ on the Cross and judged by God the Father.  This was for the benefit of many.  Why wasn’t it for the benefit of all?  All have not believed the promise of God.  All do not accept God’s covenant.

b.  Salvation is only a benefit to those who believe and accept God’s gracious offer of eternal life.  Some people are so preoccupied with life and other people that they have no time for God or interest in God.  They don’t even consider or care about the claims of Christ, the promises of God, or the message of the evangelist.  They don’t care what Jesus did for them on the Cross, nor do they see any benefit to themselves in what He did for them.  There is nothing more God can do for these people.  They have shut God out of their lives and consideration.


c.  However, that salvation is the benefit of “many” is one of the great understatements in the word of God.  It is hyperbole in reverse.

3.  Commentators’ comments.


a.  “Jesus explained the meaning of the cup: This (the wine) is (represents) My blood of (i.e., which inaugurates) the covenant, which (blood) is poured out for (‘in behalf of, instead of’) many, a reference to His vicarious, sacrificial death for mankind.  Just as sacrificial blood ratified the Old (Mosaic) Covenant at Sinai (Ex 24:6–8), so Jesus’ blood shed at Golgotha inaugurated the New Covenant (Jer 31:31–34).  This promises forgiveness of sins and fellowship with God through the indwelling Spirit to those who come to God by faith in Jesus.  The word diathēkē (‘covenant’) refers not to an agreement between two equals but rather to an arrangement established by one party, in this case God.  The other party—man—cannot alter it; he can only accept or reject it.  The New Covenant is God’s new arrangement in dealing with people, based on Christ’s death (Heb 8:6–13).  The spiritual blessings Israel expected God to grant in the last days are now mediated through Christ’s death to all who believe.  The physical blessings promised to Israel, however, are not being fulfilled now.  They will be fulfilled when Christ returns and establishes His millennial reign with Israel in her land.”


b.  “The story is once again laden with irony, since the implication of the theological assertion about the expiating blood of Jesus poured out for many is that death (the ultimate pollutant in the Jewish purity system) is the means of ultimate cleansing.  If indeed this story accurately represents Jesus’ understanding of things (whatever the particulars about the authenticity of the words of institution), what astounding faith and trust must Jesus have had to have believed that his death would accomplish such a thing, and then to be so supremely confident that he could symbolically distribute the benefits of that death in advance of it happening!  This high moment must be compared to his moment of struggle in the Garden of Gethsemane.  The words of institution would surely have been taken by the Twelve as symbolic, for that is how they would have understood the original interpretations of the elements of the Passover.  But they must have had very grave difficulties accepting the ‘this is my blood’ saying and then drinking the wine, since partaking of human blood was seen as abhorrent by early Jews, and indeed, would likely be seen as drinking someone’s very life or life force (Jn 6:52).  Even if the saying were seen as purely symbolic, it still would have surely offended the sensibilities of the disciples.”


c.  “The cup represents Jesus’ blood, and He Himself linked His blood to the New Covenant; so this is easier to explain, for Jer 31:31–34 defines the New Covenant as redemption from sin, and Jesus Himself made this same connection (Mt 26:28).  Furthermore, Heb 9:15 confirms this exegesis.  Lk 22:19 and 1 Cor 11:25 teach that the Lord’s Supper is particularly a time for remembering Him.  The only means by which we can remember our Lord’s life is the Gospel record; surely, we should recall His all-pervasive love, and should pledge Him our love in return.  From the Gospels we also find that His body was entirely devoted to His Father’s service; we do well to resolve to follow His example by dedicating ourselves to God’s service as we contemplate the bread when celebrating the Lord’s Supper. An appropriate first remembrance in regard to His blood is of the grace of our personal salvation; in other words, we should recall our salvation experience and thank Him for saving us.  His life’s blood is the price of salvation; we should remember this when contemplating the wine, thanking Him for His incomprehensible sacrifice and the immeasurable grace which made that salvation available to us individually. Remembering His sacrifice, however, should also be an act of recalling the extent of that sacrifice and His desire to save all men.  Remembered thus, His blood becomes an urgent reminder of the pressing need for us to evangelize.”
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