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

 is the second person singular aorist active imperative from the verb EIPON, which means “to say, tell.”


The aorist tense is a constative/historical aorist, which views the action in its entirety as a fact.


The active voice indicates that Jesus is to produce the action.


The imperative mood is an imperative of entreaty or request.

Then we have the dative direct object from the first person plural personal pronoun EGW, meaning “us” and referring to the disciples. This is followed by the temporal adverb POTE, meaning “when” plus the nominative subject from the neuter plural demonstrative pronoun HOUTOS, meaning “these things.”  With this we have the third person singular future deponent middle indicative from the verb EIMI, meaning “to be: will be.”


The future tense is a predictive future, which affirms what will take place.


The deponent middle voice is middle in form but active in meaning and indicates that ‘these things’ will produce the action of being.


The indicative mood is an interrogative indicative, which is used in questions that can be answered by providing factual information.

“‘Tell us, when will these things be,”
 is the additive use of the conjunction KAI, meaning “and” plus the accusative direct object from the neuter singular interrogative pronoun TIS, meaning “what?”  Then we have the nominative subject from the neuter singular article and noun SĒMEION, which means “the sign.”  The nominative subject and accusative object without a verb indicates the ellipsis (deliberate omission) of the verb EIMI, meaning “[will be].”  This is followed by the temporal conjunction HOTAN, meaning “when.”  Then we have the third person singular present active subjunctive of the verb MELLW, which means “to be about to.”


The present tense is a tendential present, which describes what is expected to take place, but has not yet begun.


The active voice indicates that all these things are going to produce the action.


The subjunctive mood is a potential subjunctive.

This is followed by the nominative subject from the neuter plural demonstrative pronoun HOUTOS plus the active PAS, meaning “all these things.”  Finally, we have the present passive infinitive from the verb SUNTELEW, which means “to carry out or bring into being something that has been promised or expected: carry out, fulfill, accomplish Rom 9:28; Heb 8:8; perhaps Mk 13:4 (see below), if it is to be translated when all this is to be accomplished; to come to the end of a duration: come to an end, be over.”


The present tense is a tendential present, which describes the future event as expected to take place right now, but not yet taking place.


The passive voice indicates that the future events receive the action of occurring or being fulfilled.


The infinitive is a complementary infinitive, which completes the action of the main verb (to be about to).

“and what [will be] the sign when all these things are about to be fulfilled?’”
Mk 13:4 corrected translation
“‘Tell us, when will these things be, and what [will be] the sign when all these things are about to be fulfilled?’”
Explanation:
1.  “‘Tell us, when will these things be,”

a.  Peter, James, John and Andrew ask Jesus to explain to them when these things will occur.  It is a normal curiosity with no hidden agenda by the disciples.


b.  The subject “these things” refers back to the destruction of the temple area, where Jesus said that not one stone would be left on another stone.  The whole complex would be completely demolished.  So the disciples naturally wonder if this is going to occur before they get to rule Israel, since Jesus has already told them that they would sit on twelve thrones judging the twelve tribes of Israel, Mt 19:28.  If they were to be the judges of the twelve tribes of Israel, was this going to occur before or after the destruction of the temple?  We can see that their curiosity is natural given the various statements of Jesus without them knowing anything about the future destruction of Israel in 70 A.D. or the advent of the Church Age.

2.  “and what [will be] the sign when all these things are about to be fulfilled?’”

a.  In addition to telling them when the temple will be destroyed (and with the temple the probable destruction of the religious system in Jerusalem), these four disciples ask what the sign will be that God will give ahead of time to warn believers of all these things.  Notice that the disciples believe that God has a policy of warning with a “sign” or “signs” before a coming judgment.  For example, one of the signs of the impending destruction of Jerusalem was the gift of tongues—the evangelization of the Jews in Gentile languages for forty years—from Pentecost until 70 A.D.  Evangelization by Gentile languages warned the Jews to believe in Jesus, since judgment for failure to believe was coming to the Land.


b.  The disciples believed that God would give a sign or signs of His coming judgment.  They wanted to know what that sign or signs would be.  They also believed that the predicted destruction of the Temple would be fulfilled.  They didn’t doubt the words of Jesus.  Solomon’s temple had been destroyed before and had to be rebuilt after the Babylonian captivity.  So the destruction of the temple was not a “far fetched” idea.  It was a reality the Jews had already experienced in their history.


c.  Probably hidden behind this question is the disciples’ further unasked question as to whether or not this was going to occur in their lifetime, and how was this going to relate to Jesus dying, since He had been telling them for the last several months that He must die, and even “Thomas, the one who is called Didymus, said to his fellow-disciples, ‘Let us also go, in order that we may die with Him,’” Jn 11:16.  Was Jesus going to die before the destruction of the temple, with or in the destruction of the temple, or after the destruction of the temple?

3.  Commentators’ comments.


a.  “Jesus blended in one picture his death, the destruction of Jerusalem within that generation, the second coming and end of the world typified by the destruction of the city.  The lines between these topics are not sharply drawn in the report and it is not possible for us to separate the topics clearly.  This great discourse is the longest preserved in Mark and may be due to Peter.  Mark may have given it in order to forewarn and forearm the readers against the coming catastrophe of the destruction of Jerusalem.”


b.  “The disciples’ question is expressed in two parts: (a) When will these things (destruction of the temple [13:2] and other future events) happen, and (b) What will be the sign that these things are all about to be fulfilled? The verb ‘fulfilled’ denotes the final consummation, the end of the present Age (cf. Mt 24:3).  Having only the perspective of Old Testament prophecy (e.g., Zech 14), the disciples saw no long interval [they knew nothing of the Church Age, which was God’s ‘mystery’] between the temple’s destruction and the end-time events climaxing in the coming of the Son of Man.  They assumed that the destruction of Jerusalem and the temple were some of the events at the end of the present Age and would inaugurate the messianic kingdom.  They wanted to know when this would happen and what visible sign would indicate that fulfillment was about to take place.”


c.  “In the disciples’ question, “all these things” are the destruction of the temple and attendant events.”


d.  “The first consequence of Israel’s rejection of her Messiah was to be her judgment, a pouring out of divine wrath on the nation which would endure for the times of the Gentiles (Lk 21:24).  This concluding remark on the walk through the Kidron Valley seems to have triggered the question put by the four leading apostles (Mk 13:3), who, however, were confused and saw the destruction of Jerusalem and Christ’s return as concurrent events.  Acts 1:6 confirms that this confusion remained six weeks later.  As the time of Christ’s return is secret, it is axiomatic that all prophecies about it have to be a riddle.  Indeed, we are only positive about the separation of the destruction of Jerusalem and the Second Coming by virtue of hindsight. This is borne out by Scripture itself, for the apostles, in the two decades before the destruction of Jerusalem, proclaimed the imminent return of the Lord (e.g., 1 Cor 7:29; Jam 5:8; 1 Pet 4:7), and then continued to do so after the destruction (1 Jn 2:18).  Mt 24:15 (Mk 13:14) gives us a key for understanding this prophecy, for Jesus clearly linked it to Daniel.  He referred to the prophecy in Dan 9:24–27, so the Olivet Discourse expands these few verses which are analogous to a prophetic clock measuring off seventy weeks of years (i.e., 490 prophetic years) in Israel’s history.  This clock started with the issue of a decree to restore and rebuild Israel (v. 25), but it paused after 483 years (v. 25) when the Messiah was cut off (v. 26).  This pause represents the Church Age, an age during which the city and sanctuary would be destroyed, but the clock will resume running for its final seven years (v. 27) when Jerusalem’s destroyer (Rome) makes a covenant with Israel.  That final seven-year period is the Tribulation which divides into two 3 ½ year periods, the first of which will bring a false sense of peace to Israel, and the last of which will bring the most fearful persecution and destruction the world has ever seen.  This seven year Tribulation is the subject of Jesus’ prophecy; it was all given from Israel’s perspective.  So Jesus’ answer to His disciples concerns God’s program for Israel.”


e.  “The disciples asked when this would happen, and whether there would be any warning signs to show that it was about to happen.  The way they put their question, and certainly the way in which Jesus answered it, shows that they thought that the destruction of the temple would be one of the events associated with the end of the age.”


f.  “These things is an obvious reference to the prediction stated in Mk 13:2.  There is reason to believe, however, that the disciples also had in mind the sequence of end-time events.  Their second question amplified the first in that it asked for the sign which would indicate that fulfillment was about to take place.  From Matthew we learn that the disciples also asked concerning the sign of Christ’s coming and the end of the age (Mt 24:3).”
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