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

 is the transitional use of the postpositive conjunction DE, meaning “Then” plus the nominative subject from the masculine plural article, used as a personal pronoun, meaning “they” and referring to James and John.  This is followed by the third person plural aorist active indicative from the verb EIPON, meaning “to say: said.”


The aorist tense is a constative/historical aorist, which views the action in its entirety as a fact.


The active voice indicates that James and John produced the action.


The indicative mood is declarative for a simple statement of fact.

Then we have the dative indirect object from the third person masculine singular personal use of the intensive pronoun AUTOS, meaning “to Him” and referring to Jesus.  This is followed by the second person singular aorist active imperative from the verb DIDWMI, which means “to give, grant.”


The aorist tense is a constative/futuristic aorist, which views the future action in its entirety as a fact.


The active voice indicates that Jesus is expected to produce the action.


The imperative mood is an imperative of entreaty.

Then we have the dative indirect object from the first person plural personal pronoun EGW, which means “to us.”

“Then they said to Him, ‘Grant to us”
 is the conjunction HINA, which is used to introduce indirect discourse and the direct object clause in a sentence.  It is translated “that.”  This is followed by the nominative subject from the masculine singular cardinal adjective HEIS, meaning “one.”  Then we have the adverbial genitive of place or the possessive genitive from the second person singular personal pronoun SU, meaning “of You” or “Your.”  With this we have the preposition EK plus the adverbial genitive of place from the neuter plural adjective DEXIOS, meaning “from the right.”  Literally this says “from the right of You,” which we can convert into the English idiom: “on Your right.”  With this we have the additive use of the conjunction KAI, meaning “and” plus the nominative subject from the masculine singular cardinal adjective HEIS, meaning “one” plus the preposition EK plus the adverbial genitive of place from the neuter plural adjective ARISTERWN, meaning “on the left.”  Then we have the first person plural aorist active subjunctive from the verb KATHIZW, which means “to sit.”


The aorist tense is a constative/futuristic aorist, which views the entire future action as a potential fact.


The active voice indicates that James and John may produce the action.


The subjunctive mood is a subjunctive of purpose with an element of contingency.

“that we may sit, one on Your right and one on the left,”
 is the preposition EN plus the locative of sphere from feminine singular article and noun DOXA with the possessive genitive from the second person singular personal pronoun SU, meaning “in Your glory.” 

“in Your glory.’”
Mk 10:37 corrected translation
“Then they said to Him, ‘Grant to us that we may sit, one on Your right and one on the left, in Your glory.’”
Explanation:
Mt 20:21 is a parallel passage.

1.  “Then they said to Him, ‘Grant to us”

a.  After Jesus asks Salome, the mother of James and John, and the two brothers (the Lord was speaking to all three of them, but Mark holds the brothers responsible) what it is that they want Him to do for them.  Salome answers on behalf of her sons.  Mark doesn’t mention her because Mark (probably through the influence of Peter) recognizes that the brothers are the real problem in this story and not the mother.


b.  Salome begins her answer with the real problem of the sin nature—it wants things.  Want and desire is the motivation of the sin nature.  The mother and sons are not making a direct demand of Jesus, but still asking with a selfish motivation, which makes the request wrong on every level.


c.  This request is not based upon Jesus’ promise in Jn 14:13-14, “And whatever you might ask in My name, that I will do, in order that the Father may be glorified by the Son.  If you ask Me anything in My name, I will do [it].”  This promise was made at the last supper, a week to ten days after this request.

2.  “that we may sit, one on Your right and one on the left,”

a.  The request is simple and to the point—the mother and the sons want to have the two places of highest honor and authority in the millennial kingdom of Jesus, after He establishes His kingdom on earth.  “They asked for the places of highest honor and authority in His glory, the messianic kingdom rule which they expected He was about to establish openly.  One of them wished to sit at His right, the highest assigned position, and the other at His left, the next highest place in a royal court.”


b.  James and John want to bump Peter from any possible position of authority He might have as the other member of the ‘inner circle’ of disciples.  “The point of the request was the desire to gain precedence among the Twelve (and particularly to supplant Peter, the other member of the inner group of three who witnessed the transfiguration).”


c.  We are not told which of the two brothers was to be on the right, which was the position of higher authority, but at the last supper it was John who was on the right side of Jesus.  Judas was on the left side.  We should remember that the positions of the guests were with their heads toward the table and the feet away from the table.  They were leaning on their left side, so that the head of each person was near the chest of the person behind them.  The order of seating was apparently Judas, Jesus, John.  Peter was at the other end of the U shaped table.  We have no idea where James sat.


d.  There are two theories regarding the background event for this seating.  Some commentators suggest that it is at the victory banquet of the Lord after He establishes His kingdom; others suggest that it is at the coronation of the king and therefore as He makes judgment from His throne.

3.  “in Your glory.’”

a.  This phrase indicates that they expect the establishment of the millennial kingdom to happen shortly.  This glory refers to the glorification of Jesus as the King of Israel, which was the people’s political expectation of the Jewish Messiah.  That the word ‘glory’ is associated with the millennial kingdom of Jesus is seen in 1 Thes 2:12, “so that you would walk in a manner worthy of the God who calls you into His own kingdom and glory.”  Also notice that in the parallel passage in Mt 20:21, Matthew uses the phrase “in Your kingdom” instead of “in Your glory.”

b.  James and John had already seen the glory of Jesus on the mount of transfiguration.  They fully expected that glory to be manifest again in the near future as He claimed the throne of David and drove the Roman rulers out of the land.


c.  Notice that they didn’t want positions of authority in a spiritual kingdom.  They wanted positions of power and authority in a political, physical kingdom.  They had the same thirst for power that wanted to be able to command fire to come down from heaven and consume the Samaritans (Lk 9:51–54).
4.  Commentators’ comments.


a.  “They are looking for a grand Jewish world empire with apocalyptic features in the eschatological culmination of the Messiah’s kingdom. That dream brushed aside all the talk of Jesus about his death and resurrection as mere pessimism.”


b.  “The contrast between the self-abnegation and self-sacrificial heroism and courage of our Lord, and the utter absence of any self-ambition, stands out vividly with the petty self-interest and ambition of the disciples, and puts the latter in a most unfavorable light.  He was going to the Cross.  They had their thoughts centered on self-advancement in the kingdom.”


c.  Note Mt 18:19 (“Again I say to you, that if two of you agree on earth about anything that they may ask, it shall be done for them by My Father who is in heaven.”)  “It took a great deal of faith on their part to claim the promise, especially since Jesus had just reminded them of His impending death. The three of them were in agreement, and they had His Word to encourage them, so there was no reason why Jesus should not grant their request.”
  Rather than say that it took a great deal of faith on their part, I would say it took a great deal of arrogance on their part to claim the promise.

d.  “When James and John sought exalted positions in the coming kingdom, they showed how little they understood its true nature. This petition was based upon selfishness and worldly ambition.  While the two brothers were doubtless quite unconscious of their own true condition of heart, yet it gave evidence of how little they had entered into the mind of their Master.  They desired to have the choicest offices in the coming kingdom.  They little realized how obnoxious to the Lord Jesus Christ were such ambitions.  It is quite true that our Lord will bestow special honors upon certain of His followers when He returns to set up His kingdom.  He has made this clear in several of His utterances (Mt 19:28; Lk 19:17).  But those who will occupy the highest places then will be those who were content to take the lowly places in the King’s absence, and who have been willing to suffer uncomplainingly for His sake.”


e.  “It is not completely certain whether they are asking for the best seats at the messianic banquet or for thrones on either side of the King when He is enthroned as eschatological judge.  The seats on the right and the left of the host were of course the chief seats of honor at a banquet (1 Kg 2:19; Ps 110:1; Josephus), and as a second possibility this might be what the request is about.”


f.  “The twelve men who had spent the best part of three years in Jesus’ company were fully persuaded that He would institute His Kingdom on earth, and had started vying with one another for position in that Kingdom.  This is demonstrated in John’s and James’ request, for they were obviously expecting Jesus to institute the Millennial Kingdom immediately after His resurrection, so started jockeying for pole position in the imminent hierarchy!  After all His teaching, they still allowed material prospects to eclipse spiritual ideals; but, then, are we any different?  They adopted the usual worldly attitude of looking after number one.  Jesus has just said the first shall be last, and here the disciples were vying to be first!”
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