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 is the continuative use of the conjunction KAI, meaning “And,” followed by the third person singular imperfect active indicative from the verb KĒRUSSW, which means “to proclaim.”

The imperfect tense is a descriptive imperfect, which describes what was actually taking place (having been in progress) at some point in the past.


The active voice indicates that John was producing the action.


The indicative mood is declarative for a simple statement of fact.

Then we have the nominative masculine singular present active participle from the verb LEGW, meaning “to say: saying.”

“And he was proclaiming, saying,”
 is the third person singular present deponent middle/passive indicative from the verb ERCHOMAI, which means “to come.”

The present tense is a descriptive present, describing what is now taking place.


The deponent middle/passive voice is middle/passive in form, but active in meaning with the subject (Someone other than John) producing the action.


The indicative mood is declarative for a simple statement of fact.

Then we have the nominative subject from the masculine singular article and comparative adjective ISCHUROS, meaning “the stronger; the Mightier One.”
  With this we have the ablative of comparison from the first person singular personal pronoun EGW, meaning “than I.”  Then we have the preposition OPISW plus the adverbial genitive of time from the first person singular personal pronoun EGW, meaning “after me.”

“‘The Mightier One than I is coming after me,”
 is the adverbial genitive of reference from the masculine singular relative pronoun HOS, meaning “with reference to whom or regarding whom or concerning whom.”  Then we have the negative OUK, meaning “not” plus the first person singular present active indicative from the verb EIMI, meaning “to be: I am.”

The present tense is an aoristic present, which views the entire state of being as a fact.


The active voice indicates that John produces the state of not being something.


The indicative mood is declarative for a simple statement of fact.

This is followed by the predicate nominative from the masculine singular adjective HIKANOS, meaning “fit, appropriate, competent, qualified, able, worthy, good enough 2 Cor 2:16; Mt 3:11; Mk 1:7; Lk 3:16; 1 Cor 15:9; 2 Cor 3:5; 2 Tim 2:2.”
  Then we have the first person nominative masculine singular aorist active participle from the verb KUPTW, which means “to bend down.”


The aorist tense is a constative aorist, which views the action in its entirety.


The active voice indicates that John produces the action.


The participle is temporal and precedes the action of the main verb.  It can be translated “after bending down.”

Then we have the aorist active infinitive from the verb LUW, which means “to untie.”


The aorist tense is a constative aorist, which views the action in its entirety.


The active voice indicates that John does not produce the action.


The infinitive is an epexegetical infinitive, which clarifies, explains, or qualifies a noun or adjective indicating ability, authority, desire, freedom, hope, need, obligation, readiness, or worthiness.

This is followed by the accusative direct object from the masculine singular article and noun HIMAS, meaning “the strap; thong.”
  (Strap is the better translation, so as not to confuse the word ‘thong’ with the undergarment that women wear.)  With this we have the possessive genitive from the neuter plural article and noun HUPODĒMA, meaning “sandals” plus the possessive genitive from the third person masculine singular personal use of the intensive pronoun AUTOS, meaning “His” and referring to the sandals of the Mightier One.

“concerning whom I am not worthy, after bending down, to untie the strap of His sandals.”
Mk 1:7 corrected translation
“And he was proclaiming, saying, ‘The Mightier One than I is coming after me, concerning whom I am not worthy, after bending down, to untie the strap of His sandals.”
Explanation:
1.  “And he was proclaiming, saying, ‘The Mightier One than I is coming after me,”

a.  Mark continues the story of John the Baptist by telling his audience the primary message of John.  John said many more than things than what we have related in the other gospel accounts (for example, see John’s similar statement in Jn 1:15, “John testified about Him and cried out, saying, ‘He was the one about whom I said, “He who comes after me is a higher rank than me, because He existed before me.”’)  Compare also Jn 1:19-27, “Now this is the testimony of John, when the Jews sent [to him] priests and Levites from Jerusalem, in order to ask him, ‘Who are you?’  And he confessed and did not deny, but confessed, ‘I am not the Christ.’  And then they asked him, ‘What then? Are you Elijah?’  And he said, ‘I am not.’  ‘Are you the Prophet?’  And he answered, ‘No.’  Therefore they said to him, ‘Who are you, in order that we may give an answer to those who sent us?  What do you say about yourself?’  He said, ‘I [am] a voice, shouting in the wilderness, “Make straight the way of the Lord,” as Isaiah the prophet said.’  Now they had been sent from the Pharisees.  And so they asked him, and said to him, ‘Therefore why are you baptizing, since you are not the Christ, nor Elijah, nor the Prophet?’  John answered them saying, ‘I baptize with water; among you stands He whom you do not know, the One who comes after me, concerning whom I am not worthy, in order than I might untie the thong of His sandal.’”

b.  The imperfect tense of the verb tells us that this was a proclamation that was made over and over again by John as he baptized people.  It was a constant theme in his declarations to the people.

c.  ‘The Mightier One’ is the Lord Jesus Christ, the God of Abraham, Isaac, and Jacob.


d.  John declares without equivocation that there is a Person coming after him.  He is only the herald of the greater Person who follows chronologically after him.  The Person coming after John is the King, just as John is only the herald of the King.  John knew his proper place in God’s plan and did not attempt to usurp the greater greatness of the King.  John was not a power hungry, approbation hungry, attention hungry Hollywood evangelist.  He wasn’t ‘in it’ for the money, fame, attention, or approbation.  He was doing this for his cousin Jesus, whom he loved and respected, as God’s will, plan, and purpose for his life.

2.  “concerning whom I am not worthy, after bending down, to untie the strap of His sandals.”

a.  Then Mark explains in John’s own words John’s attitude with respect to the Mightier One coming after him—John was not worthy to do the lowest, most menial task of the lowest of the lowly house slaves in the home of a Roman.  John was not worthy to perform the most humbling and menial task that could be performed.

b.  “This was the menial task of a slave in an oriental household who took off the guest’s sandals and washed their feet as they entered the home.  John was anxious that men would not form a wrong impression of him and his ministry.  He took a place beneath that of a slave.”
  Compare the similar statements in Mt 3:11 and Lk 3:16.

c.  The qualifying phrase “after bending down” is indirectly related to the function of those who bow the knee to the King, Rom 14:11, “For it stands written, ‘As I live,’ says the Lord, ‘Every knee shall bow to Me, and every tongue shall praise God’.”  Also Phil 2:10.


d.  Mark (and John) do not describe the entire act and function of the house slave.  The slave not only bent down and untied the sandals of the guest’s feet, but unlaced the straps from his lower leg, removed the sandals, and washed his feet.  Then he took a towel and dried their feet, just as Jesus did for each of the disciples at the last supper, Jn 13:5.

e.  The point is that John did not consider the lowliest task for God to be beneath his dignity—a good lesson for all pastor’s and deacons.  The lowliest tasks done in the service of God are often done by the greatest of men.  Consider our Lord’s evaluation of John, Mt 11:11, “Truly I say to you, among those born of women there has not arisen [anyone] greater than John the Baptist!”  John knew he was unworthy of God, just as all of us are unworthy of God.  John knew he was born with a sin nature and had the imputation of Adam’s original sin to his sin nature.  John did not have the self-righteous arrogance of the Pharisees.  His humility was genuine and real.
3.  Commentators’ comments.


a.  “In verses 7-8 Mark records the core of the Baptist’s message.  He proclaimed as a herald, the fact of the coming One.  John did not consider himself worthy to attend the Messiah even as a slave.”


b.  “The poor people generally went about barefoot, but the sandal was known.  The soles were of leather or wood and tied with thongs (Gen 14:23; Isa 5:27).  These were not worn inside the house.”


c.  “A wealthy man in John’s day had several household slaves, and he would designate the lowliest of these slaves to do door duty for his guests.  This slave would loosen the sandals of an arriving guest, take them off his feet, and wash his feet for him.  This had a dual benefit, for, firstly, it cleansed the dust of the streets from his feet, and then it also refreshed the guest.  John used this well-known practice to contrast the elevated status of the coming Messiah with his own status, a man whom Jerusalem and all Judea had come to hear! (Mt 3:5).”
  “Note, too, that John never attempted to pass himself off as the Messiah; he recognized that he was only God’s slave.  John is not our only example of selfless service, however, for our Lord, too, came to serve and adopted the lowliest of postures (Mt 20:28).”


d.  “In the Near East the wearing of open sandals on dusty roads made it necessary to wash the feet frequently; therefore a host would customarily provide water for his guests upon their arrival, so that they might wash their feet (Gen 18:4; 19:2; 24:32; 43:24; Judg 19:21).  Sometimes a servant performed this service for the guests (1 Sam 25:41).  It was considered the most menial task a servant could perform.  Not washing one’s own feet, on the other hand, was a sign of deep mourning (2 Sam 19:24).”


e.  “Mark summarized John’s message in order to focus on its main theme, the announcement of a greater Person still to come who would baptize people with the Holy Spirit (verse 8).  The words, ‘After me’ (in time) ‘will come One’ echo Malachi 3:1 and 4:5, but the precise identity of the Coming One remained hidden even to John till after Jesus’ baptism (cf. Jn 1:29-34).  John emphasized the importance of the Coming One and showed his own humility (Jn 3:27-30) by declaring that he was not worthy to stoop down and untie the leather straps used to fasten His sandals.  Even a Hebrew slave was not required to do this menial task for his master!”
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