John 1:1
Luke 9:23



 is the continuative use of the postpositive conjunction DE, meaning “Now” plus the third person singular imperfect active indicative from the verb LEGW, which means “to say: He was saying.”


The imperfect tense is a descriptive imperfect, which describes a continuous, past action without reference to its conclusion.


The active voice indicates that Jesus produced the action.


The indicative mood is declarative for a simple statement of fact.

Then we have the preposition PROS plus the accusative of place from the masculine plural adjective PAS, meaning “to everyone.”

“Now He was saying to everyone,”
 is the first class conditional particle EI, meaning “If” and it’s true.  Then we have the nominative subject from the masculine singular indefinite pronoun TIS, meaning “anyone.”  Next we have the third person singular present active indicative from the verb THELW, which means “to wish, will, want, or desire.”


The present tense is a descriptive/customary present, describing a present action that commonly occurs.


The active voice indicates that the subject ‘anyone’ can produce the action.


The indicative mood is declarative for a simple statement of fact.

Then we have the preposition OPISW plus the adverbial genitive of place from the first person singular personal pronoun EGW, meaning to “follow Me.”
  This is followed by the present deponent middle/passive infinitive from the verb ERCHOMAI, which means “to come.”


The present tense is a descriptive/customary present (see above).


The deponent middle/passive voice is middle/passive in form but active in meaning with the subject (anyone) producing the action.


The infinitive is a complement infinitive, which is used after verbs of mental activity to describe the content of that mental activity.

“‘If anyone wishes to come follow Me [and he does],”
 is the third person singular aorist deponent middle imperative from the verb ARNEOMAI, which means “to deny.”


The aorist tense is a constative/historical aorist, which views the action in its entirety as a fact.


The deponent middle voice is middle in form but active in meaning with the subject (anyone) producing the action.


The imperative mood is a command, and in the third person should be translated “must.”

With this we have the accusative direct object from the third person masculine singular reflexive pronoun HEAUTOU, meaning “himself.”

“he must deny himself,”
 is the additive use of the conjunction KAI, meaning “and,” followed by the third person singular aorist active imperative from the verb AIRW, which means “to take up.”


The aorist tense is a constative aorist, which views the action in its entirety as a fact.


The active voice indicates that the subject ‘anyone’ can produce the action.


The imperative mood is a command.

This is followed by the accusative direct object from the masculine singular article and noun STAUROS with the possessive genitive from the third person masculine singular personal use of the intensive pronoun AUTOS, meaning “his cross.”  Next we have the preposition KATA plus the accusative of distribution (accusative of measure of extent of time) from the feminine singular noun HĒMERA, meaning “every day; or daily.”  Finally, we have the additive use of the conjunction KAI, meaning “and” plus the third person singular present active imperative from the verb AKOLOUTHEW, which means “to follow.”


The present tense is a customary present, which describes what is reasonably expected to occur.


The active voice indicates that anyone can produce the action.


The imperative mood is a command.

Then we have the dative direct object from the first person singular personal pronoun EGW, which means “Me,” referring to Jesus.

“and take up his cross daily and follow Me.”
Lk 9:23 corrected translation
“Now He was saying to everyone, ‘If anyone wishes to come follow Me [and he does], he must deny himself, and take up his cross daily and follow Me.”
Mk 8:34, “And He summoned the crowd with His disciples, and said to them, ‘If anyone wishes to come after Me, he must deny himself, and take up his cross and follow Me.’”

Mt 16:24, “Then Jesus said to His disciples, ‘If anyone wishes to come after Me, he must deny himself, and take up his cross and follow Me.’”
Explanation:
1.  “Now He was saying to everyone,”

a.  Luke continues with a transition from what our Lord was saying about His future to what He expects from His followers in their future.  The topic changes from focus on Him to focus on their spiritual life in the future.  The fact that Jesus is even talking about what they must do in the future indicates indirectly that they will have a future with Him after His death and resurrection.  So what follows is another reassurance to His followers that there will be a wonderful future with Him.


b.  Jesus addresses His remarks to everyone, which includes the Twelve and the women who follow and support His ministry and the crowd (as we see in Mk 8:34 above).  There is equal privilege and equal opportunity in the spiritual life of following the Lord.  As Paul taught, “There does not exist either Jew or Greek; there does not exist either slave or free person; there is not male and female; for you are all one in Christ Jesus,” Gal 3:28.

2.  “‘If anyone wishes to come follow Me [and he does],”

a.  Jesus begins His statement with a first class conditional clause, which means that each of us have the free will to do or not do what is stated.  Any of us can wish, want, will or desire to come with Jesus and follow Him.  Not only can we do so, but many of us do so.  We wish do so and we do so.  That is free will.  The only person who makes us follow Jesus is us.  And the only person who makes us not follow Jesus is us.  We are personally responsible for our spiritual life.  No one can make us live it but us.


b.  The real issue here is: ‘What does it mean to follow Jesus?’  This has been the major issue and problem in Christianity.  For example, following Jesus in Catholicism means praying for the dead, lighting candles, kneeling, standing, sitting, confessing, etc. with ritual after ritual.  On the other hand if you’re not baptized, you’re not saved say some Baptist denominations.  Some denominations say you are predestined to be saved, so what you do or don’t do doesn’t matter.  And the Universalists say that everyone is saved in the end no matter what.  So following Jesus has as many interpretations as there are denominations and imaginations of man.


c.  Following Jesus comes down to one simple principle—learning what the word of God says and doing it.  We can’t follow Jesus if you don’t know what He expects of us.  And the only way to know what He expects of us is to learn what His thoughts are (1 Cor 2:16, “we have the mind of Christ”).  The Holy Spirit is our teacher, guide, and mentor in this process.  He helps us understand what the Lord desires.  Once we understand what the Spirit wants us to understand, then He influences and empowers us to do what the Lord wants.  The principle was simply stated by the apostle James: “In fact start becoming doers of the Word and not hearers only,” Jam 1:22.


d. To follow Jesus means to do what He does, to think like He thinks, to love God the Father the way He does, and to obey God the Father the way He obeys, which is expressed negatively in the next statement.

3.  “he must deny himself,”

a.  The person who wants to follow Jesus in living the same spiritual life that He lives must deny himself.  This is not an option.  It is a necessity.  We must do it.

b.  So another burning question arises: ‘What does it mean to deny oneself?’  Our nature or natural inclination is to do what we want.  This is what Adam did in the Garden of Eden to create his own sin nature—Adam did what he wanted (keeping his relationship with his wife by doing what she wanted him to do rather than keeping his relationship with the Lord by doing what He wanted him to do).  Instead of doing what God wanted and not eating the fruit from the tree of the knowledge of good and evil, Adam did what Satan wanted and what he wanted—to do what his wife wanted him to do.  Adam didn’t deny himself what he wanted.  He indulged himself in what he wanted.  And that is the same nature we all now have—we do what we want to do instead of what God wants us to do.


c.  Therefore, denying self is saying ‘no’ to the wants, will, and desires of the sin nature.  It is saying ‘no’ to what we want, and saying ‘yes’ to what God wants.  To follow Jesus is to do what God wants, and no one can do what God wants without knowing what God wants.  And no one knows what God wants without learning what God wants.  And the only way to learn what God wants is through the study of the word of God.


d.  Every day we fight the battle with ourselves of doing what God wants or doing what we want.  God wants us to love Him with all our soul and all our strength.  Selfishness is the polar opposite of what God wants.  If you want to see a sin nature in action just watch children—most of the time everything is about what they want.  We are no different; we just want different things.

4.  “and take up his cross daily and follow Me.”

a.  The Lord then adds another step in the process of following Him.  We must take up our cross daily and follow Him.  This raises another question: ‘What does taking up one’s cross mean?  What is our cross?  How do we pick it up?’


b.  Let’s define what our cross is first, which then helps answer the other questions.  To define what our cross is, we have to define what our Lord’s cross was for Him.  The will of God the Father was for Jesus to go to the cross and bear the sins of the world and be judged as a substitute for us, that we might have eternal life through faith in Him.  The Father’s will was that Jesus obey what He wanted even though it meant our Lord’s spiritual death on the cross as a sacrifice for others.  God loved us so much He asked His Son to do this for us, and Jesus willingly complied.  Our Lord obeyed the will of God the Father regardless of the cost, because He loved the Father and was willing to do whatever it took to please Him.  God asks the same of us.  Therefore, Jesus obeyed the righteous and just will of the Father out of His total love for Him.  We are to do likewise.  Taking up our cross is our willingness to do whatever God the Father wants from our love for Him.  If we want to follow Jesus, we have to be willing to love the Father and do what He wants more than what we want.


c.  And how often is this required of us?  Daily.  We don’t get time off for good behavior.  Following the will of God is a daily requirement.  We don’t love the Lord and obey Him every day of the week except Saturday nights, when we can go out and raise hell.  Living the spiritual life of the Church Age is a full time job.  We aren’t part time Christians; we are all in full time service of the Lord.


d.  Following Jesus means the motivation of love for God the Father, knowing the will of the Lord Jesus Christ, just as He knew the will of the Father, and loving one another with unconditional love rather than loving ourselves with the selfishness of our sin nature.  Jesus never promised that this would be easy, but He did promise that the “Battle is the Lord’s.”
5.  Commentators’ comments.


a.  “The coming of men to Jesus…is the decisive requirement is discipleship.  This implies full surrender to Jesus.  It presupposes a simple willing, which rests on a clear resolve of the will.  It embraces hearing the words of Jesus, fulfilling them, and denying oneself (Lk 6:47; 9:23; 14:27).”


b.  “Conversion to Christianity is a categorical refusal to be in servitude to worldly desires, the goal being to live freely, ‘with self-control and piety.’  Faith implies faithfulness, a living adherence to Christ; it requires living in conformity to his teachings.”


c.  “The path of following Jesus, in light of where He is going, is hard.  Jesus prepares the disciples for the journey, expressing it simply in terms of wishing ‘to come after Him.’  Discipleship is summarized in three commands: deny oneself, take up, and follow.  The disciple’s life consists of basic self-denial.  Lk 9:24 will reinforce the point made here: to gain life one must give it up.  The language is eschatological [future] and relates directly to faith.  The essence of saving trust in God is self-denial, a recognition that He must save because disciples cannot save themselves, that life must be given over into God’s care and protection.  Disciples do not respond to their own personal wills, but to God’s.  There is a fundamental recognition of allegiance that says, ‘God needs to direct me; I will not and cannot direct myself.’ [We most certainly direct ourselves to comply with the will of God.  If we cannot direct ourselves, then we justify our actions by saying that we weren’t responsible.]  Salvation does not come on one’s terms or on one’s own merits (Rom 3–5).  Jesus calls this self-denial.  Salvation is a gift that God bestows to the one who knows the need for it, who knows one cannot provide it for oneself.  The figure of bearing the cross is much discussed.  The background of the image is clearly a Roman picture of a criminal sentenced to die for a heinous crime.  The criminal not only was crucified, but carried his own cross, a picture enacted in Jesus’ own death.  Cross-bearing publicly displayed a person’s submission to the state.  The criminal rebelled against the state, and so bore the penalty of punishment from it.  Cross-bearing was a visible, public affair that visualized a person’s humility before the state.  Thus, the fundamental idea is of submitting to the authority of another—in this case God.  When the image is tied to following Jesus, an additional nuance is suggested: disciples are following Jesus, who although innocent will bear the shame of rejection and death.  Thus, submitting to God and following Jesus means walking the road of rejection.  People may reject and react to the disciple’s commitment to God.  This association suggests another element in the picture: cross-bearing means that one’s independent life is at an end, an element that reinforces the picture of self-denial and submission.  The final command is the call to follow Jesus continually.  One can go the route Jesus goes if one recognizes the need to place oneself in God’s care and submit to Him.  Such submission includes a willingness to enter into the suffering of rejection.  Jesus makes it clear that the essence of discipleship is found in this attitude.  To follow Jesus is to recognize this commitment to Him.  It is to obey Him and share in the world’s rejection of Him.  Luke alone notes the daily need to take up the cross.  Jesus was not above making the difficult nature of the walk clear to outsiders.  He wanted all to understand what being allied to Him means and what the journey with Him involves.  Lk 14:27 repeats much of what is said here.  Acts 14:22 says a similar thing in a different way. To join with Jesus is to face the opposition of others.”


d.  “Jesus laid down the stern requirements for discipleship.  We must first say no to ourselves—not simply to pleasures or possessions, but to self—and then take up our cross and follow Christ daily.  This means to be identified with Him in surrender, suffering, and sacrifice.  You cannot crucify yourself; you can only yield your body and let God do the rest.”


e.  “They were to have the same attitude toward death and life that Jesus had.  Each one must deny himself, that is, not think about his own good.  Also he must take up his cross daily, that is, admit that the One for whom he carried the cross was right.  [We need a commentary to explain this commentary.  ‘Taking up our cross is to admit that Jesus was right’ is an almost meaningless statement.  It tells us nothing about living the Christian life.]  And he must follow Jesus, even to death.”
  

f.  “Jesus’ saying is expressed as a conditional sentence with the protasis asserting what Jesus is taking for granted.  His expression ‘come after Me’ connotes discipleship.  The apodosis outlines the content of this ‘coming after’ Jesus.  Hence, while Jesus’ saying assumes that those to whom this saying is directed do in fact desire to come after Him, His summons to discipleship does not contain within itself any judgment concerning the probability that they will in fact do so.  Hearing the word and even responding with faith do not necessarily indicate that one will continue in faithfulness.  Discipleship entails radical self-denial, daily cross-bearing, and accompanying Jesus.  Because of the degree to which individuals in Roman antiquity were embedded in networks of kinship, the call to denial cannot be understood along strictly individualistic terms.  Rather, to deny oneself was to set aside the relationships, the extended family of origin and inner circle of friends, by which one made up one’s identity.  By self-denial, then, is meant openness to constructing a wholly new identity not based on ethnic origins or relationships of mutual obligation, but in the new community that is centered on God and resolutely faithful to Jesus’ message.  Taking up the cross…has been transformed into a metaphor by the addition of the phrase ‘day by day,’ signifying that one is to live on a daily basis as though one had been sentenced to death by crucifixion.  In this sense dead to the world that opposes God’s purpose, disciples are free to live according to the values of the kingdom of God proclaimed in Jesus’ ministry.  Persons who had been legally condemned to death forfeited their estates and were denied burial.  In the wider Roman world Jesus’ metaphor would have spoken to Luke’s heightened concerns with the peril of possessions and the pursuit of honorable status.   The present tense of the verb ‘to follow,’ the present tense of the verb ‘to come,’ and the utilization of the modifier ‘daily’ stress the importance of persistence in the life of discipleship.  The emphasis on perseverance in one’s discipleship points to the ongoing character of the journey, one that begins with momentous decisions but is not content only with good beginnings.  Jesus is putting forward emphases that will occupy the disciples in the days ahead.  The content of Jesus’ ‘recruiting speech’ is repeated during the journey (Lk 12:8–9; 14:27; 17:33).”


g.  “In rhetorically strong terms, Jesus describes what all true disciples must be ready for: if they follow Him, they must be ready to face literal scorn on the road to eventual martyrdom, for they must follow to the cross.  From the moment of faith believers must count their lives forfeit for the kingdom.”


h.  “Jesus did not leave His audience room for conjecture on what He meant by His statement, for He defined this metaphor of the cross as meaning self-denial.  Furthermore, He extended His definition to encompass all of life, so the appeal to take up one’s cross daily and follow Him is a demand that the believer subject his whole life to Christ, just as thoroughly as a victim’s whole life was nailed to the cross.  In case there should be any misunderstanding, Jesus repeated His point in Mt 16:25–26 (and parallels) as being that a believer loses his life to the cause of Christ so as to gain a fuller life, eternally.”


i.  “Living for Christ requires self-denial.  This begins when we voluntarily abdicate the throne of our lives—when we radically renounce self-centeredness.  What are our crosses?  They are not simply trials or hardships.  Some think of a nutty boss or an unfair teacher or a bossy mother-in-law as a ‘cross.’  But they are not.  Neither can we properly call an illness or a handicap a cross.  A cross results from specifically walking in Christ’s steps, embracing His life.  It comes from bearing disdain because we are following the narrow way of Jesus Christ.  It comes from living out the business and sexual ethics of Christ in the marketplace, the community, the family, the world.  It comes from standing true in difficult circumstances for the sake of the gospel.  Our crosses come from and are proportionate to our dedication to Christ.  Difficulties do not indicate cross-bearing, though difficulties for Christ’s sake do.”


j.  “‘Taking up his cross daily’ is a voluntary acceptance of the responsibilities and sufferings incidental to being a disciple of Christ.”


k.  “The saying (taking up one’s cross daily) refers not so much to literal martyrdom as to the attitude of self-denial which regards its life in this world as already finished; it is the attitude of dying to self and sin which Paul demands.”


l.  “The ‘cross’ is that suffering alone which results from our faithful connection with Christ.  And the intimation is that each disciple will have his share of this suffering.  The earthly prospects of a disciples are not alluring.”

� BDAG, p. 716, meaning 2.a.


� Kittel, G., Bromiley, G. W., & Friedrich, G. (Eds.). (1964–). Theological Dictionary of the New Testament (electronic ed., Vol. 2, p. 669). Grand Rapids, MI: Eerdmans.


� Spicq, C., & Ernest, J. D. (1994). Theological Lexicon of the New Testament (Vol. 1, p. 204). Peabody, MA: Hendrickson Publishers.


� Bock, D. L. (1994). Luke: 1:1–9:50 (Vol. 1, pp. 852–854). Grand Rapids, MI: Baker Academic.


� Wiersbe, W. W. (1996). The Bible Exposition Commentary (Vol. 1, p. 207). Wheaton, IL: Victor Books.


� Martin, J. A. (1985). Luke. In J. F. Walvoord & R. B. Zuck (Eds.), The Bible Knowledge Commentary: An Exposition of the Scriptures (Vol. 2, p. 229). Wheaton, IL: Victor Books.


� Green, J. B. (1997). The Gospel of Luke (pp. 372–374). Grand Rapids, MI: Wm. B. Eerdmans Publishing Co.


� Keener, C. S. (1993). The IVP Bible Background Commentary: New Testament (Lk 9:23–25). Downers Grove, IL: InterVarsity Press.


� Mills, M. S. (1999). The Life of Christ: A Study Guide to the Gospel Record (Mt 16:24–Lk 9:26). Dallas, TX: 3E Ministries.


� Hughes, R. K. (1998). Luke: that you may know the truth (pp. 341–342). Wheaton, IL: Crossway Books.


� Pfeiffer, C. F., & Harrison, E. F. (Eds.). (1962). The Wycliffe Bible Commentary: New Testament (Lk 9:23). Chicago: Moody Press.


� Marshall, p. 373.


� Lenski, p. 518.





2
7

