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

 is the continuative/transitional use of the postpositive conjunction DE, meaning “Then” plus the third person singular aorist active indicative from the verb EIPON, meaning “to say: He said.”


The aorist tense is a constative/historical aorist, which views the action in its entirety as a fact.


The active voice indicates that Jesus produced the action.


The indicative mood is declarative for a simple statement of fact.

This is followed by the preposition PROS plus the accusative of place from the feminine singular article and noun GUNĒ, meaning “to the woman.”

“Then He said to the woman,”
 is the nominative subject from the feminine singular article and noun PISTIS with the possessive genitive from the second person singular personal pronoun SU, meaning “Your faith.”  Then we have the third person singular perfect active indicative from the verb SWIZW, which means “to save.”


The perfect tense is a consummative perfect, which emphasizes a past, completed action.  This can be translated by use of the English auxiliary verb “has.”


The active voice indicates that the woman’s faith produced the action of saving her.


The indicative mood is declarative for a simple statement of fact.

Then we have the accusative direct object from the second person singular personal pronoun SU, meaning “you” and referring to the woman.

“‘Your faith has saved you;”
 is the second person singular present deponent middle/passive imperative of the verb POREUOMAI, which means “to go.”


The present tense is a customary/descriptive present, describing what is expected to occur right now.


The deponent middle/passive voice is middle/passive in form but active in meaning with the subject (the woman) producing the action.


The imperative mood is a gentle command.

Finally, we have the preposition EIS plus the accusative of manner from the feminine singular noun EIRĒNĒ, meaning “in peace.”

“go in peace.’”
Lk 7:50 corrected translation
“Then He said to the woman, ‘Your faith has saved you; go in peace.’”
Explanation:
1.  “Then He said to the woman, ‘Your faith has saved you;”

a.  Luke closes this story with Jesus’ final words to the woman, who has been forgiven of her sins.  This is the second address of Jesus to her, the first address telling her that her sins had been forgiven.


b.  Now Jesus says something even more important to her than anything she has ever heard in her life.  He tells her that her faith has saved her.  This begins the question, “Faith in what?”  The answer is faith in Him, the person and work of the Lord Jesus Christ.



(1)  Faith is belief in something or somebody.  Faith is trust in someone or confidence in someone.  For example, we might say, “Don’t worry, I have faith that you will get the job done on time.”  We believe that they will do what they have promised.  God has promised that He will save us from our sins by being judged for us.  We have faith in that promise by believing in Him, that is, by believing that He will do what He promises.



(2)  It was a wonderful thing that this woman’s sins were forgiven, because this was a prerequisite to being saved.  The forgiven of sins and salvation occur simultaneously as far as God is concerned, but logically forgiveness must precede salvation.  They are two sides of the same coin.


c.  What does God actually save?  He saves our soul.  What does He save our soul from?  He saves our soul from the second death, another term for the lake of fire and eternal separation from the love of God.  How does God save our soul?  He does so by the creation of a human spirit plus the attachment of that human spirit to our human soul.  Then He imputes divine righteousness and eternal life to our combined soul and spirit, so that we are qualified to live with Him and be with Him forever.  This condition is then sealed by the Holy Spirit, so we have eternal security, which means we can never lose our salvation.


d.  The fact of salvation through faith/belief in Jesus is stated in other important passages of Scripture.



(1)  Eph 2:8-9, “For on the basis of grace you have been saved with the result that you are saved through faith; and this [salvation] [is] not from the source of yourselves; [it is] a gift from God, not by works, in order that no one may boast [take pride in themselves].”



(2)  Tit 3:5, “not by means of works (the ones in righteousness which we have done) but on the basis of His mercy He saved us through the washing of regeneration; that is, through the renewal produced by the Holy Spirit,”



(3)  Gal 2:16, “Furthermore we know that mankind is not justified by means of the works of the Law unless [he is justified] through faith in Jesus Christ, and so we have believed in Christ Jesus, in order that we might be justified by faith in Christ and not by means of the works of the Law, since by the works of the Law not any flesh will be justified.”



(4)  Lk 5:20, “And after seeing their faith, He said, ‘Friend, your sins are forgiven you.’”



(5)  Jn 3:16-18, “For God unconditionally loved the world so much, with the result that He gave His uniquely-born Son, in order that everyone who believes in Him might not perish, but might have eternal life.  For God did not send the Son into the world in order to judge the world, but in order that the world might be saved through Him.  He who believes in Him is not judged; however, he who does not believe has been judged already, because he has not believed in the person of the uniquely-born Son of God.”



(6)  Jn 3:36, “He who believes in the Son has eternal life; however, he who disobeys the Son will not see life, but the wrath of God [the unbeliever’s judgment of the second death] remains on him.”



(7)  Acts 26:15-18, “Then I said, ‘Who are You, Lord?’  And the Lord said, ‘I am Jesus whom you are persecuting.  Now rise up and stand on your feet; because for this purpose I have appeared to you: to appoint you an assistant and a witness not only of the things which you have seen, but also of the things in which I will be seen by you; delivering you from the [Jewish] people and from the Gentiles, to whom I am sending you, to open their eyes so that they turn from darkness to light and from the authority of Satan to God, in order that they receive forgiveness of sins and an inheritance among those having been sanctified by faith in Me.’”



(8)  Rom 3:21-22, “(Now the righteousness of God has been revealed,…that is, the righteousness of God through faith in Jesus Christ for the benefit of all who believe, since there is no distinction.)”



(9)  Rom 3:25-28, “Whom God publicly displayed as the means of expiation through faith in His blood [spiritual death on the cross] for the demonstration of His righteousness because of the passing over of previously committed sins because of the delay [in judgment] from God, for a demonstration of His righteousness at this present time, in order that He might be just even when He justifies the one who has faith in Jesus.  Where then [is] boasting?  It is excluded.  By what principle?  By means of works?  Definitely not!  But by means of the principle of faith.  Therefore we conclude that man is justified by means of faith apart from the works of the Law.”



(10)  Rom 4:5, “But to the one who does not work [for salvation], but believes on Him who justifies the godless one [the unbeliever], his faith is credited as righteousness.”



(11)  Phil 3:9, “and that I may be found in Him, not having my own righteousness by the Law, but that righteousness which [is acquired] by means of faith in Christ, the righteousness from the source of the God on the basis of faith,”



(12)  2 Tim 3:15, “and that you have known from childhood the sacred writings [Old Testament], which are able to teach you with reference to salvation through the faith which [is] in Christ Jesus.”



(13)  1 Pet 1:21, “the ones who through Him are believers in God who raised Him out from the dead and has given Him glory, so that your faith and absolute confidence might be in God.”  There are many other passages, but this is sufficient to make the point.


e.  Jesus not only reassures the woman of her forgiveness, but also reassures her of her salvation.  Notice again the perfect tense is the verb.  The action of saving her occurred in the past (before she ever entered that home) and continued at the present time.  She had been saved in the past with the result that she would remain saved forever.  This is the promise she had heard that Jesus had been making during the last year of His ministry, and now it has been made directly to her personally.  What joy filled her soul at the moment.


f.  The woman’s tears did not save her.  Her act of kindness to Jesus did not save her.  Feeling sorry for her sins did not save her.  Regretting her former life didn’t save her.  There was nothing she could do to save herself, Eph 2:8-9.  Her non-meritorious faith saved her.  And faith is without merit, because faith puts the merit in the One who is believed.  Her faith (like mine and yours) came from someone who is spiritually dead (we are dead in our trespasses and sins).  Therefore, her faith came from someone who is incapable of saving themselves.  Therefore, God the Holy Spirit has to take our faith as spiritually dead people and make it effective to save us.  This is called in theology the Holy Spirit’s ministry of efficacious grace.  The Holy Spirit makes our faith ‘pure, holy, undefiled’, so that it is acceptable to God the Father, who then forgives our sins and gives us His very own righteousness as a down payment and guarantee of our salvation.

2.  “go in peace.’”

a.  Finally, Jesus uses a common expression used at that time throughout the Empire (see Acts 16:36, where the Philippian jailer asks Paul to ‘Go in peace’) to tell the woman to go ahead and leave that home (where she was not welcome anyway).  The implication is that she is to go to her own home, where she doesn’t have to put up with the disdain and disgust directed toward her in this home.  But there is more in these words than a polite and formal dismissal of someone.  She is to have a certain mental attitude as she leaves—she is to be at peace with God and with all others, knowing that God is at peace with her.  God is no longer making war against her, as He will against these arrogant and disapproving men.  The word EIRĒNĒ means peace, harmony, and prosperity.  She is to leave, knowing that God is at peace with her, that she has harmony with God, and that God will prosper her spiritually both now and in the future.  She will be a wonderful witness for Christ during the rest of her life and during His millennial reign.


b.  Jesus made a similar statement on a different occasion to another woman, Mk 5:34, “Then He said to her, ‘Daughter, your faith has made you well; go in peace and be healed from your suffering.’”  And to a man, Mk 10:52, “And then Jesus said to him, ‘Go; your faith has saved you.’  And immediately he regained sight and began following Him on the road.”


c.  Paul made a statement related to this same concept in Rom 5:1, “Therefore having been justified by faith, let us have harmony [peace] in relation to God through our Lord Jesus Christ.”  See also 1 Sam 1:17 for an Old Testament example.


d.  There is only one way to have peace, harmony and prosperity with God and that is through faith in the Lord Jesus Christ.  This woman had it and it is available to anyone who believes in our Lord Jesus Christ.


e.  So what happened next?  We are not told, but it is likely that Jesus thanked his guest, excused Himself and went elsewhere.  There was no point in staying there in the face of such rejection and unspoken antagonism.

3.  Commentators’ comments.


a.  “Jesus confirms the woman’s response one final time, by noting that her faith has saved her.  In doing so, He chooses to ignore the Pharisees’ questions and yet His response is a challenge to them.  Again, the woman is to realize that she stands accepted before God, as this is the point of the perfect tense.  The mention of faith also confirms that the starting point of God’s forgiving response to her was not her actions but the faith that motivated them.  The woman is to depart with a sense of God’s blessing, as Jesus tells her to go in peace (Mk 5:34 = Lk 8:48).  She is to be secure in the knowledge that God has seen her faith.  The wording has a parallel in 1 Sam. 1:17.  God has seen her faith and has reconciled her to himself (Lk 2:14).  She can be sure that her relationship to God has changed.”


b.  “The woman was not forgiven because of her love; rather, she loved because she was forgiven.  Her faith brought her salvation.  Her faith in turn caused her to respond in love.”


c.  “When Jesus said, ‘Your faith has saved you,’ the Greek text again uses the perfect tense for saved; this means that your faith has unalterably saved you!”


d.  “It is beyond question that faith, the living trust in Christ, saves and not our love to Him.  This love is only the evidence of the presence of faith.  Faith saves because it is the confident acceptance of Jesus, our Savior, which is wrought in us by Himself, His love, grace, and promises.  Salvation is from sin and all its consequences: guilt, curse, penalty, judgment, death, and damnation.”
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