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 is the nominative subject from the masculine singular article, adjective AGATHOS, and noun ANTHRWPOS, meaning “The good man.”  Then we have the preposition EK plus the ablative of origin or source from the masculine singular article, adjective AGATHOS and noun THĒSAUROS, meaning “from the good treasure.”  With this we have the possessive genitive from the feminine singular article, used as a possessive pronoun, and noun KARDIA, meaning “of his heart.”  Then we have the third person singular aorist active indicative from the verb PROPHERW, which means “to bring forth; to yield.”


The present tense is a gnomic/aoristic present, which regards the action as a universal truth and a fact.


The active voice indicates that the good man produces the action.


The indicative mood is declarative for a simple statement of fact.

This is followed by the accusative direct object from the neuter singular article and adjective AGATHOS, meaning “good.”

“The good man from the good treasure of his heart brings forth good;”
 is the additive use of the conjunction KAI, meaning “and,” followed by the nominative subject from the masculine singular article and adjective PONĒROS, which means “the evil man.”  The word ‘man’ is implied from the masculine singular and the previous use of ANTHRWPOS, and therefore, is not repeated in Greek grammar.  Then we have the preposition EK plus the ablative of origin from the masculine singular article, used as a possessive personal pronoun and adjective PONĒROS, meaning “from his evil [of his heart].”  The phrase ‘of his heart’ is deliberately omitted, since it is already understood from the previous statement.  Then we have the third person singular aorist active indicative from the verb PROPHERW, which means “to bring forth; to yield.”  The morphology of the verb is the same as its previous use.  This is followed by the accusative direct object from the neuter singular article and adjective PONĒROS, meaning “evil.”

“and the evil man from the evil [of his heart] brings forth evil;”
 is the explanatory use of the postpositive conjunction GAR, meaning “for” with the preposition EK plus the ablative of origin from the neuter singular noun PERISSEUMA, which means “from the fullness/abundance of the heart, what the heart is full of Mt 12:34; Lk 6:45.”
  With this we have the possessive genitive from the feminine singular noun KARDIA, meaning “of the heart.”  Next we have the third person singular present active indicative from the verb LALEW, which means “to speak.”


The present tense is a customary present, which describes what typically or normally occurs.


The active voice indicates that the person’s mouth produces the action of speaking.


The indicative mood is declarative for a simple statement of fact.

Finally, we have the nominative subject from the neuter singular article and noun STOMA with the possessive genitive from the third person masculine singular personal use of the intensive pronoun AUTOS, meaning “his mouth.”

“for his mouth speaks from the fullness of the heart.”
Lk 6:45 corrected translation
“The good man from the good treasure of his heart brings forth good; and the evil man from the evil [of his heart] brings forth evil; for his mouth speaks from the abundance of the heart.”
Mt 12:34-35, “You brood of vipers, how can you, being evil, speak what is good?  For the mouth speaks out of that which fills the heart.   The good man brings out of his good treasure what is good; and the evil man brings out of his evil treasure what is evil.”
Explanation:
1.  “The good man from the good treasure of his heart brings forth good;”

a.  Jesus finishes His illustration of the good and bad tree and how they are known by their fruit by stating a direct principle of application concerning these two very different people.


b.  The good tree is now called “the good man.”  The good man is the equivalent of the believer.


c.  The good treasure of the good man’s heart are the good principles of the word of God, which he has stored up in his heart—those doctrines he has learned, remembers, and applies to life.  The good man has been and continues to be a hearer and doer of the word of God to use the language of James.  Bringing forth good is being a doer of the word of God.


d.  The good that a believer brings forth or does is the divine good produced under the influence and guiding of the Holy Spirit.  The heart is the place in the mentality of the soul where the word of God is metabolized, stored, remembered, processed, and applied.  All the wonderful teachings of the word of God are stored in the mind of the believer and then applied to life producing the same good that God does—unconditional love, faithfulness, generosity, graciousness, thoughtfulness, considerateness, etc.

2.  “and the evil man from the evil [of his heart] brings forth evil;”

a.  Jesus continues with the other side of the coin.  The bad tree is now called “the evil man.”  The evil man is the equivalent of the unbeliever.


b.  The evil man learns the evil of Satan’s cosmic system and from the thinking of his degenerate soul brings forth evil.  This evil includes all the thoughts, speech, and actions of total depravity.  It includes all hatred, malice, prejudice, lying, slander, blasphemy, perjury, adultery, and crimes that a person can commit.


c.  This evil is the lifestyle of the unbeliever described by Paul in Rom 1:18-32.


d.  The unbeliever produces all manner of evil from the evil that is in his soul.  The antichrist or man of sin will be the personification of this evil.



(1)  Mk 7:21-23, “For from within, from the heart of men, the evil thoughts come out: unlawful sexual intercourse, thefts, murders, adulteries, avarices, wickedness, deceit, licentiousness, envy, slander, pride and foolishness.  All these evil things go out from within and defile the man.”



(2)  Jn 8:44, “You are from your father, the devil, and you want to do the desires of your father.  He was a murderer from the beginning, and does not stand in the truth because truth does not exist in him.  Whenever he speaks a lie, he speaks from his own [nature], for he is a liar and the father producing it [the lie].”



(3)  Rom 7:19-21, “For the intrinsic good which I will [purpose, desire] I am not doing, but the evil which I do not desire, this I keep on practicing.  Now if what I do not desire this very thing I keep doing, I am no longer bringing it about, but the living-in-me sin nature.  Consequently, I discover this principle in my desiring to do the honorable thing, that evil is present and ready in me.”



(4)  Rom 12:21, “Stop being conquered by evil, but conquer evil by means of the good.”



(5)  1 Cor 14:20, “Brethren, stop being little children in the sphere of your thinking, but be as a child in the sphere of evil, and become mature in the sphere of your thinking.”



(6)  Eph 6:12-13, “because our struggle is not against blood and flesh, but against rulers, against authorities, against world-rulers of this darkness, against the spirit-forces of evil in the heavenlies.  Therefore, take up the full armor from God, in order that you may be able to stand your ground during the evil day, and after having done everything, to hold your ground.”



(7)  1 Thes 5:22, “Avoid every form of evil.”



(8)  2 Thes 3:2-3, “and that we be delivered from evil and degenerate men.  For not all men have doctrine.  Nevertheless the Lord is faithful, who will strengthen you and protect from evil.”



(9)  Tit 3:3, “For formerly we also kept on being unthinking, disobedient, misled, slaves to desires and various pleasures, spending our lives in the sphere of evil and jealousy, hated ones, hating one another.”



(10)  Eph 4:29, “Stop every rotten remark from going out of your mouth, but whatever is good for the purpose of the building up of what is needed, in order that it may give grace-benefit to the hearers.”



(11)  Jam 3:8, “But no one of mankind is able to control the tongue; an unstable evil; full of death-producing venom.”

3.  “for his mouth speaks from the fullness of the heart.”

a.  Jesus concludes with an explanation of how the evil heart brings forth evil in the form of speaking evil.  A believer can speak evil as well as the unbeliever.  However, as a general rule, the believer with a heart full of the word of God or Bible doctrine will not speak evil.  In contrast, the unbeliever with a heart full of evil cannot help but speak evil.


b.  Our mouth opens the window to the soul of a person.  If you want to know what someone really thinks, listen to what they say.  “For out of the heart come evil thoughts, murders, adulteries, fornications, thefts, false witness, slanders,” Mt 15:19 cf. Mk 7:21-23 (see above).
4.  Commentators’ comments.


a.  “The previous two verses now find application in two types of people: those who produce good because the heart is good and those who produce evil.  The heart is the key image in the verse and refers to a person as he or she is, especially in the deepest thoughts and being.  The inner self possesses treasure that is distributed to those around.  Jesus says that from the storehouse of one’s inner person comes either good or evil.  A general exhortation sharing a similar theme is Eph. 4:29.  The fundamental principle comes at the end of the verse: what the mouth produces comes from what overflows from the heart.  What we say is an outgrowth of who we are.  The emphasis on speech shows that teaching is still in view, though the principle would be true of all behavior.  A person should be able to tell one’s spiritual condition by one’s own fruit.  Luke seeks introspection, not looking at how others live.  The context of the entire sermon indicates that another element in the call to love is a process of honest self-evaluation and correction.  This is a prerequisite for being in a position to help others.”


b.  “The last image teaches us that what comes out of the lips depends on what is inside the heart.  The human heart is like a treasury, and what we speak reveals what is there.  We must be honest with ourselves and admit the blind spots in our lives, the obstacles that blur our vision, and the areas within that must be corrected.  Then we can be used of the Lord to minister to others and not lead them astray.”


c.  “A man’s words will eventually tell what kind of man he is.  Just as people know the kind of tree by the fruit it bears, so people know from what a person says whether he is righteous or not.  In this case fruit stands for what is said, not what is done.”


d.  “The inner disposition determines the kind of fruit that comes from one’s life.  One can attempt an external veneer of goodness, but the truth will become known through one’s words and deeds.  Significantly, Jesus emphasizes here that the mouth is what provides the primary empirical evidence of the state of one’s soul.”


e.  “When the heart gets too full it spills over through the mouth in speech.  And you can at once tell whether the heart is treasuring what is good or what is wicked, whether the man is good or whether he is wicked.  All this need not be restricted to the truly spiritual domain, it applies even to the domain of common morality, to good and bad as the world regards these.  These axioms are entirely universal.  So the fact is hammered in that the heart must be changed, the spiritual nature of the very man himself, before God can accept the fruits of his words and his deeds.”

Jam 1:26, “If anyone thinks he is pious [devout, religious] [and he does], not bridling his tongue but deceiving his heart, the religious works system of this one is empty [useless, powerless, vain, worthless].”
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