John 1:1
Luke 6:43



 is the explanatory use of the postpositive conjunction GAR, meaning “For” plus the negative OU, meaning “not” and the third person singular present active indicative from the verb EIMI, meaning “to be: there is.”


The present tense is an aoristic present, which regards the present state of being as a static fact.


The active voice indicates that the situation produces the state of being what it is.


The indicative mood is declarative for a simple statement of fact.

Then we have the accusative direct object from the neuter singular noun DENDRON with the adjective KALOS, meaning “a good tree.”  This is followed by the nominative neuter singular present active participle of the verb POIEW, which means “to produce, to make, to manufacture.”


The present tense is a static/customary present for a normal, typical present state that does not change.  This could also be regarded as a gnomic present, describing a universal truth.


The active voice indicates that a good tree produces the action.


The participle is circumstantial.

Then we have the accusative direct object from the masculine singular noun KARPOS plus the adjective SAPROS, meaning “spoiled, rotten, bad, decayed fruit.”

“For there is not a good tree producing bad fruit,”
 is the genitive conjunction OUDE, meaning “nor” after a previous negative (OU).  Then we have the temporal adverb PALIN, meaning “on the other hand.”
  This is followed by the predicate nominative from the neuter singular noun DENDRON with the adjective SAPROS, meaning “a bad tree.”  Then we have the nominative neuter singular present active participle of the verb POIEW, which means “to produce.”  The morphology is the same as its previous use, expect the bad tree is not producing the action.  Finally, we have the accusative direct object from the masculine singular noun KARPOS with the adjective KALOS, meaning “good fruit.”

“nor, on the other hand, a bad tree producing good fruit.”
Lk 6:43 corrected translation
“For there is not a good tree producing bad fruit, nor, on the other hand, a bad tree producing good fruit.”
Mt 7:17-18, “So every good tree bears good fruit, but the bad tree bears bad fruit.  A good tree cannot produce bad fruit, nor can a bad tree produce good fruit.”

Explanation:
1.  “For there is not a good tree producing bad fruit,”

a.  Jesus continues His teaching with an explanation of everything He has said previously (since there is no direct, logical connection to His previous illustration about taking the wooden beam out of one’s own eye before being able to take the speck of dust out of another person’s eye).


b.  The “tree” is analogous to a person, and more specifically to a believer.  There is no such thing as a good tree that produces nothing but bad fruit year after year.  Good trees produce good fruit.  God has designed trees to produce good fruit according to their species (Gen 1:29 “Then God said, ‘Notice, I have given to you all the green plants sowing seed, which are on the surface of the entire earth and every tree which is on it; the tree of fruit sowing seed will be for food for you,…”  Gen 2:9a, “And the Lord God [Jesus Christ] caused to sprout from the ground every tree desirable to see and good for food;…”)


c.  There are good men that produce virtue, honor, and integrity and there are good believers who produce virtue, honor, and integrity.  Good men do not produce evil.  Good men like Winston Churchill and General George Patton produce good unlike bad trees like Joseph Stalin and Adolph Hitler, who produce only evil.

2.  “nor, on the other hand, a bad tree producing good fruit.”

a.  Having stated the principle of the good tree/man, Jesus now states the reverse principle—a bad tree never produces good fruit.  It only produces bad fruit.  There are years when the good tree may not produce any fruit due to drought or insect infestation or some other disaster, but generally good trees produce good fruit.  However, a bad tree habitually produces bad fruit.  The bad tree doesn’t suddenly one day become a good fruit tree.  We have a saying to describe this state of being: “It is what it is.” 


b.  The analogy to the spiritual life is that an unbeliever cannot produce divine good.  The unbeliever has no spiritual production.  Even their good deeds account for nothing in the opinion of God.



(1)  Rom 3:20, “Therefore, by the works of the Law no human being shall be justified in His presence; for through the law is a consciousness of sin.”



(2)  Rom 3:28, “We conclude then that man is justified by faith apart from the works of the Law.”



(3)  Rom 4:4, “But to him who works for salvation, his compensation is not credited according to grace but according to debt.”



(4)  Gal 2:16, “Furthermore we know that mankind is not justified by means of the works of the Law unless [he is justified] through faith in Jesus Christ, and so we have believed in Christ Jesus, in order that we might be justified by faith in Christ and not by means of the works of the Law, since by the works of the Law not any flesh will be justified.”



(5)  Gal 3:10, “For you see, as many as are [trying to be saved] by the works of the Law, they are under a curse.  For it stands written, ‘Cursed is everyone who does not abide by everything which has been written in the book of the Law to do them.’”



(6)  2 Tim 1:9, “who has saved us and called us with a holy calling, not according to our works, but according to His own purpose and grace which was granted us in Christ Jesus for all eternity.”


c.  The fate of the bad tree is mentioned by Jesus in Mt 3:10, “The axe is already laid at the root of the trees; therefore every tree that does not bear good fruit is cut down and thrown into the fire” (=Lk 3:9).  Compare an identical statement in Mt 7:19, “Every tree that does not bear good fruit is cut down and thrown into the fire.”

3.  Commentators’ comments.


a.  “Jesus now explains why being self-critical and self-correcting is important.  The fruit that a teacher produces reflects what is at the core of his or her being, either good or bad.  The fruit a tree produces cannot be different from the character of the tree itself.  Fruit is a picture of the product in one’s life (Lk 3:8–9; Hos 10:13; Isa 3:10; Jer 17:10; 21:14).  Some [commentators] suggest that fruit is a reference to the type of disciple a teacher produces (Godet 1875; Plummer 1896).  But this understanding is difficult in light of Lk 6:45, where the person’s activity—especially speech—is in view (Marshall 1978: p. 272).  The essential point is this: how can you teach if you have a problem and are self-righteous about it?  Jesus expresses Himself in a proverbial form here, so what He says is generally true.”


b.  “The illustration of the tree reminds us that fruit is always true to character.  An apple tree produces apples, not oranges; and a good person produces good fruit, not evil.  Believers do sin, but the witness of their words and works is consistently good to the glory of God.  In terms of ministry, servants of God who are faithful will reproduce themselves in people who are in turn true to the Lord (2 Tim 2:2).”


c.  “Jesus also pointed out that a man’s words will eventually tell what kind of man he is (verses 43–45).  Just as people know the kind of tree by the fruit it bears, so people know from what a person says whether he is righteous or not.  In this case fruit stands for what is said, not what is done.”
  Wasn’t the problem of the Pharisees: Do what I say, not what I do!?  Isn’t what we say a part of what we are doing?

d.  “The image of bearing fruit is used often in the NT to indicate the results of the obedient or disobedient life: the yield may be ‘good fruit’ (e.g., Mt 3:8; 7:17–19; 12:33; 21:43) or ‘bad fruit’ (Mt 3:10; 7:17f.; 12:33; Lk 6:43).  This imagery figures prominently in Jesus’ analogy of the ‘true vine’ (Jn 15:2–11); it is only the branch that ‘lives’ in the Vine that bears fruit.”
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