John 1:1
Luke 6:33



 is the ascensive use of the conjunction KAI with the explanatory use of the postpositive conjunction GAR and the third class conditional particle EAN, meaning “For even if.”  Then we have the second person plural present active subjunctive from the verb AGATHOPOIEW, which means “to do good to.”


The present tense is a customary present, which describes a normal or typical action.


The active voice indicates that those listening to Jesus produce the action.


The subjunctive mood is a potential subjunctive with the third class conditional particle EAN, indicating a possible action.

This is followed by the accusative direct object from the masculine plural articular present active participle of the verb AGATHOPOIEW, which means “to do good to.”


The article functions as a relative pronoun with an embedded demonstrative pronoun, meaning “those who.”


The present tense is a customary present.


The active voice indicates that others produce the action toward the listeners of Jesus’ message.


The participle is circumstantial.

Next we have the accusative direct object from the second person plural personal pronoun SU, meaning “you” and referring to the people listening to Jesus.

“For even if you do good to those who do good to you,”
 is the nominative feminine singular interrogative adjective POIOS, meaning “what?”  Then we have the dative indirect object from the second person plural personal pronoun SU, meaning “to you.”  This is followed by the nominative subject from the feminine singular noun CHARIS, meaning “favor, credit: ‘what credit is that to you?’ Lk 6:32–34.”
  Then we have the third person singular present active indicative from the verb EIMI, meaning “to be: is.”


The present tense is an aoristic present, which describes the present state of being as a fact.


The active voice indicates that the benefit, favor, grace, or credit produces the state of being of existing.


The indicative mood is an interrogative indicative, which is used in questions that can be answered by providing factual information.

This Greek phrase is literally ‘what credit is it to you?’, which converts easily into our English expression that substitutes the word “that” for the word “it”

“what credit is that to you?”
 is the ascensive use of the conjunction KAI, meaning “Even,” followed by the nominative subject from the masculine plural article and noun HAMARTWLOS, meaning “sinners.”  Then we have the accusative direct object from the neuter singular article and adjective AUTOS, meaning “the same thing.”  Finally, we have the third person plural present active indicative from the verb POIEW, which means “to do.”


The present tense is a customary present.


The active voice indicates that sinners produce the action.


The indicative mood is declarative for a simple statement of fact.

“Even sinners do the same thing.”
Lk 6:33 corrected translation
“For even if you do good to those who do good to you, what credit is that to you?  Even sinners do the same thing.”
Explanation:
1.  “For even if you do good to those who do good to you,”

a.  Jesus continues His sermon on the plain with an explanation and/or illustration of the application of His previous statement: “If you love those who love you, what credit is that to you?  For even sinners love those who love them.”  The illustration of the sinners’ love is doing good to someone else who does good to you.

b.  Jesus is using the principle and philosophy of the ancient world that was so popular at the time.  The principle was: do good to those who do good to you (and its corollary is ‘do evil to those who do evil to you’).  This is not the same thing as Jesus’ higher standard of loving one’s enemies.  The divine standard is: do good to everyone, even those who do not do good to you.  This was radically different from the worldly philosophy in vogue at the time.


c.  There is nothing wrong with doing good to those who do good to you, but you are only paying them back for the good they have first done to you. 

2.  “what credit is that to you?”

a.  Therefore, since all you are doing to paying back someone by doing good to them, then what credit is that to you?  It is no credit at all, because all you are doing is repaying a debt.


b.  The human viewpoint standard is to pay back good with good.  The divine standard is give good to others before they have done anything good or evil to you and even after they have done anything good or evil to you.


c.  Divine love is not reciprocal.  “We love because He first loved us,” 1 Jn 4:19.  In the same manner, God expects us to first love others unconditionally.

3.  “Even sinners do the same thing.”

a.  We receive no credit with God for doing good in return to those who have done good to us, since even sinners do the same thing.  We receive credit with God for doing what God does: doing good to everyone before they have done anything for God.


b.  God’s standards exceed the standards of Satan’s cosmic system.  Satan’s standard is to do good to those who do good to you—the principle of reciprocity.  God’s standard is to be gracious, thoughtful, kind, honorable, virtuous and good to others at all times no matter what they do to us.  This is something the sinner cannot and will not do, because of the desire of the sin nature for revenge.


c.  Sinners can and will do good to others who have been kind and good to them.  But they do it on the basis of a debt that needs to be repaid.  God does things for us for which we will never be able to repay Him; for example, our eternal salvation.

4.  Commentators’ comments.


a.  “The second illustration involves doing good, while recalling Lk 6:27b.  There is no parallel in Matthew to this verse, though many see Luke generalizing from Mt 5:47, where one greets only a relative.  The verse itself is direct.  If you do good only for those who do good to you, that love is no different from the love displayed by people in general.  There is no favor from God for such limited love. agathopoiēte speaks of concrete acts of good to others.  Again, Luke moves from the attitude of love in verse 32 to the visible expression of it in verse 33.  Luke loves to record not just the emotion that God desires, but the clear expression of it as well.”


b.  “Here ‘sinners’ are those whose lives are marked by the calculations of balanced reciprocity—that is, by a circle of exchange that turns gifts into debts that must be repaid.  Pictured are essentially closed groups, whose members are free to give only to one another since integral to their gifts is the obligation of return in kind.  Jesus clarifies the distinction between the practices He advocates and those symptomatic of the larger Mediterranean world.  The world governed by patronal ethics cannot exemplify the ethic of enemy-love.  As Jesus’ question, ‘What credit is that to you?’ recognizes, according to the conventional model, that one’s behaviors are scripted by prior liabilities.  But Jesus is declaring the cessation of obligation, insisting that behaviors are not predetermined by what one owes to whom, nor by what one expects to receive from another.”


c.  “Those in the Cosa Nostra love those who love them.  Grown men kiss each other on both cheeks.  They do ‘good’ to those who do them right.  They lend—big-time.  Of course, they expect to be paid in full!  But the ethic of Jesus Christ goes way beyond any of this.  Jesus discourages any self-congratulation for reciprocal morality.  We love people who love us.  Big deal! So did Hitler and Stalin.  There is simply no credit for natural love.”
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