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

 is the conjunction PLĒN, meaning “only, nevertheless, But in Mt and Lk but not in Acts: Mt 11:22, 24; 26:64; 18:7; Lk 17:1; 22:42; 6:24, 35; 10:11, 14, 20; 11:41; 13:33; 18:8; 19:27; 22:21.”
  With this we have the particle expressing grief, danger, pain, displeasure OUAI, meaning “woe.”  This is followed by the dative indirect object from the second person plural personal pronoun SU, meaning “to you.”  Then we have the appositional dative from the masculine plural article and adjective PLOUSIOS, meaning “the rich.”  There is no verb EIMI here in the indicative or as a participle.
“But woe to you, the rich,”
 is the causal use of the conjunction HOTI, meaning “because,” followed by the second person plural present active indicative from the verb APECHW, which means “to receive in full: are receiving in full.”


The present tense is a descriptive present, describing what is now going on.


The active voice indicates that the rich produce the action of receiving something.


The indicative mood is declarative for a simple statement of fact.

Finally, we have the accusative direct object from the feminine singular article and noun PARAKLĒSIS with the possessive genitive from the second person plural personal pronoun SU, meaning “your comfort.”

“because you are receiving your comfort in full.”
Lk 6:24 corrected translation
“But woe to you, the rich, because you are receiving your comfort in full.”
Explanation:
1.  “But woe to you, the rich,”

a.  Jesus continues His sermon with contrast to the statement in verse 20, “Blessed [are] the poor.”  In contrast to the poor, Jesus now warns those who are rich.  A woe is a warning of impending danger.  The greatest danger any man will ever face is the lake of fire.  The rich man is being warned about his final place of eternal torment by this one word “Woe.”

b.  Being rich is not a sin.  Ignoring one’s eternal relationship with God, because a person is too preoccupied with their money is an unpardonable sin.  Riches pose a great danger to a person for many reasons:



(1)  They think that wealth gives them security.



(2)  They think wealth can buy happiness.



(3)  They think having more and more things will keep them happy.



(4)  They worry constantly about losing their wealth.



(5)  Someone is always lurking around the corner waiting to take their wealth.



(6)  Wealth distracts a person from the spiritual life.  They are preoccupied with their material life.



(7)  They think that giving large sums of money to the church is a substitute for faith in Christ and will guarantee their salvation.


c.  Warnings regarding riches are found throughout the New Testament:



(1)  Jam 5:1-5, “Come now, you rich ones, weep, continue crying out over your coming miseries.  Your wealth has rotted and your clothes have become moth-eaten.  Your gold and silver have become tarnished.  In fact their corrosion will be for evidence against you, and it will eat your flesh like fire.  You have accumulated treasure in the last days.  Behold, the wages of the laborers who have mowed your fields, the one having been defrauded by you keeps crying out, and the shouts of those having harvested have entered into the ears of the Lord of the armies.  You have led a life of self-indulgent pleasure on the earth and you have lived luxuriously in self-indulgence.  You have fattened your hearts at the day of slaughter.”



(2)  1 Tim 6:9, “But those who desire to be rich fall into temptation and a trap; that is, many stupid and harmful desires, which plunge those men into ruin and annihilation.”



(3)  Mk 4:19, “and yet the worries of the present age and the seduction from riches, and the desires for other things, entering in, choke the word, and it becomes unfruitful.”



(4)  Mk 10:25, “It is easier for a camel to go through the eye of a needle than for a rich man to enter into the kingdom of God.”



(5)  1 Tim 6:17, “Regarding the rich in this present age, keep commanding [them] not to be arrogant, nor to have confidence based upon the uncertainty of riches, but on the basis of God, Who abundantly provides for us all things for the purpose of [our] enjoyment,”



(6)  Jam 1:11, “For the sun rises with a scorching heat and withers the grass; and its flower falls off and the beauty of its appearance is destroyed; so also the rich man in the midst of his pursuits will fade away.”



(7)  Rev 3:17, “Because you say, ‘I am rich, and I have become wealthy, and I have need of nothing’, in reality you do not know that you are miserable and pitiful and poor and blind and naked.”


d.  Does being rich make a person an unbeliever?  No, absolutely not.  Does wealth keep a person from believing in Christ?  No, even the rich have free will.  Being rich is not the equivalent of being an unbeliever, just as being poor is not the equivalent of being a believer.

2.  “because you are receiving your comfort in full.”

a.  Jesus then explains the reason for His warning of ‘Woe.’  The rich are warned of impending danger because they are receiving their comfort in full.  What’s wrong with comfort?  Nothing.  The word ‘comfort’ here is a word picture of a life of pleasure, enjoyment, contentment, entertainment, leisure, and a perpetual vacation.  The rich are on a perpetual vacation, enjoying themselves and providing for themselves.  They are not looking around for impending judgment or danger.  They are too preoccupied with self and the pleasures of life.


b.  Jesus will explain this further in the story of Lazarus in Abraham’s bosom and the rich man in Torments with a great gulf between them, Lk 16:25, “But Abraham said, ‘Child [the rich man], remember that during your life you received your good things, and likewise Lazarus bad things; but now he is being comforted here, and you are in agony.’”


c.  The obvious lesson being taught by Jesus here is that becoming preoccupied with the pleasures and comforts of this life are a distraction from the eternal comfort of our life after death.  One of the worst decisions in life is to trade the temporary pleasures of this life for the eternal comfort and pleasure in heaven.  Heb 11:24-26, “By means of confidence in doctrine Moses, when he had grown up, refused to be called ‘The son of Pharaoh’s daughter’, rather choosing to suffer mistreatment with the people of God than to have the temporary enjoyment of sins, because he considered the reproach associated with Christ as greater riches than the treasures of Egypt; for he kept on being intent on the reward.”

3.  Commentators’ comments.


a.  “Woe or alas is an exclamation of pain and pity for the misfortune that awaits someone in a certain condition.  The contrast between woe and blessing is neatly marked out by plēn = But.  The woe is expressed to warn of danger and the nearness of judgment.  The rich are singled out here.  But it is important to remember that the parallelism to the poor of 6:20 shows that another generalization is present.  Figures like Zacchaeus, Joseph of Arimathea, and Nicodemus show that the rich are not excluded as a class or for merely belonging to a certain socioeconomic group, but for an attitude they often display.  The commentary on these remarks is found in parabolic material in Lk 12:13–21; 16:19–31.  James also makes similar comments (2:6–7; 5:1–6).  The world’s perspective and values are reversed here.  What is condemned is a misplaced focus that zeroes in on this life and its possessions without concern for God’s desires or fellow humans.  The danger of succumbing to things of only temporal value is all too real and deceptive.  The reason for the woe is that the rich have already received their consolation.  The possessions they garner are all they will have to show for their efforts.  The full payment is their wealth, but nothing will come to them from God in the future.  The parables of the rich fool and the rich man who had no compassion for Lazarus both indicate that Jesus views this “riches now” focus as terribly, even destructively, shortsighted.  Again, James has a conceptual parallel (Jam 1:9–11).  The consolation they have is more like a loser’s trophy in the eternal perspective.  Where in the future the poor will reap much benefit from their commitment to God and share in an eternal kingdom, spiritually insensitive rich people hold only an empty bag.”


b.  “The four woes all share a common truth: you take what you want from life and you pay for it. If you want immediate wealth, fullness, laughter, and popularity, you can get it; but there is a price to pay: that is all you will get. Jesus did not say that these things were wrong. He said that being satisfied with them is its own judgment.”


c.  “In contrast with the disciples who had given up everything to follow Jesus were the people who would refuse to give up anything to follow Him.  These were the rich, the well-fed, the ones who laugh, who were popular.  They did not understand the gravity of the situation which confronted them.  They refused to follow the One who could bring them into the kingdom, and therefore Jesus pronounced woes on them.  These woes were the exact reversal of their temporal benefits.  And they are the exact opposites of the blessings and rewards of Jesus’ followers, cited in Lk 6:20–23.”


d.  “For the meaning of these powerful statements we must turn to the Old Testament because Jesus dramatically stated a principle rooted there.  Though the Old Testament does not see poverty per se as a blessing, Prov 30:8-9 does says it can be a curse or a blessing: ‘Give me neither poverty nor riches, but give me only my daily bread.  Otherwise, I may have too much and disown You and say, “Who is the Lord?”  Or I may become poor and steal, and so dishonor the name of my God.’  Prov 10:22 says, ‘The blessing of the Lord brings wealth, and he adds no trouble to it’.”


e.  “The rich are to be pitied because they have already received their consolation.  They have received all they are ever going to get.  There is no divine consolation for such people; for they have already received their consolation in the form of what money can give to them.  Nothing is said of the fate of the rich; it is enough to tell them that they are deprived of any divine blessing for the future.”


f.  “The ‘rich’ are those who imagine that they have all that they need and can do without the kingdom of God, its pardon, sonship, and promise of heaven.  The riches of these ‘rich’ consist of anything in which their souls trust, and with which their souls are satisfied, so that they do not trust in God and in Christ and in His grace for their salvation.  All unbelievers are thus ‘the rich’.  Many trust in themselves and are self-sufficient, many in their education, science, wisdom, and many in the common things of earth.”
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