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

 is the predicate nominative from the masculine plural adjective MAKARIOS, meaning “favored, blessed, fortunate, happy, or privileged.”  Then we have the second person plural present active indicative from the verb EIMI, meaning “to be: you are.”


The present tense is an aoristic present, which describes a permanent universal truth as a fact.


The active voice indicates that believers produce the state of being blessed.


The indicative mood is declarative for a simple statement of fact.

This is followed by the temporal conjunction HOTAN, meaning “when” plus the third person plural aorist active subjunctive from the verb MISEW, which means “to hate.”


The aorist tense is a constative aorist, which views the action in its entirety as a fact.


The active voice indicates that men produce the action.


The subjunctive mood is used with temporal conjunctions to indicate indefinite time.  The event will occur, but the precise timing of the event in uncertain or the event can occur at any given particular time.

Then we have the accusative direct object from the second person plural personal pronoun SU, meaning “you” and referring to the believer.  Next we have the nominative subject from the masculine plural article and noun ANTHRWPOS, meaning “men.”

“You are blessed when men hate you,”
 is the additive use of the conjunction KAI, meaning “and” plus the temporal conjunction HOTAN, meaning “when,” followed by the third person plural aorist active subjunctive from the verb APHORIZW, which means “to exclude, excommunicate; to separate, drive out.”
  The secular sense is to exclude someone; the religious sense is to excommunicate someone.  Both apply here.


The aorist tense is a constative aorist, which views the action in its entirety as a fact.


The active voice indicates that certain men produce the action.


The subjunctive mood is a temporal subjunctive, which is used in temporal clauses to indicate indefinite time.

Then we have the accusative direct object from the second person plural personal pronoun SU, meaning “you” and referring to the believer.  This is followed by two additive uses of the conjunction KAI and two third person plural aorist active subjunctive verbs ONEIDIZW, which means “to reproach, revile, mock, heap insults upon as a way of shaming;”
 and the verb EKBALLW, which means “to drive out, expel, or throw out.”  The morphology of these two verbs is the same as the previous verb.  This is followed by the accusative direct object from the neuter singular article and noun ONOMA plus the possessive genitive from the second person plural personal pronoun SU, meaning “your person.”  Then we have the comparative use of the conjunction HWS, meaning “as” plus the accusative direct object from the neuter singular adjective PONĒROS, meaning “evil, worthless, degenerate, vile.”  BDAG suggests the meaning “spurn” for the verb and translates ONOMOS as “name” with PONĒROS, meaning “vile;” thus producing the translation “spurn your name as vile.”  So there are two possibilities here that equally apply: (1) men will expel your person as evil; and (2) men will spurn your name as vile.  Both occur to Christians, but the former occurs before the latter, and so should take precedence.
“and exclude you, and insult you, and expel your person as evil,”
 is the preposition HENEKA (“because of, on account of, for the sake of”) plus the ablative of cause from the masculine singular article and noun HUIOS plus the genitive of identity/relationship from the masculine singular article and noun ANTHRWPOS, meaning “because of the Son of Man.”

“because of the Son of Man.”
Lk 6:22 corrected translation
“You are blessed when men hate you, and exclude you, and insult you, and expel your person as evil, because of the Son of Man.”
Mt 5:11, “Blessed are you when people insult you and persecute you, and falsely say all kinds of evil against you because of Me.”
Explanation:
1.  “You are blessed when men hate you,”

a.  Jesus’ sermon on the plain continues with the fourth beatitude or blessing.  The subject of this blessing is the believer.  The believer is blessed when men hate you.


b.  This blessing does not apply to the present, just ask any Christian in a Muslim nation or in North Korea or China.  The blessing comes in the future in heaven as the next verse points out.  Hatred now by unbelievers is a guarantee of future blessing in heaven.  For one thing, it is a confirmation that we are believers and the enemies of Satan, who motivates all unbeliever hatred against us.


c.  The other subject “men” refers to unbelievers.  Unbelievers hate believers because the fact a person believes in Christ implies that the person who does not believe in Christ is going to face the last judgment and the lake of fire.  Unbelievers don’t want to be reminded of that and the existence of the believer reminds them of this.  This is why unbelievers want believers removed from Satan’s kingdom.  Satan doesn’t want to be reminded either.  Therefore, he motivates the unbeliever’s hatred and desire to exterminate believers.

2.  “and exclude you, and insult you, and expel your person as evil,”

a.  In addition to hatred the unbeliever also seeks to exclude the believer from society, insults the believer, and expels the believer from society (from their city, state, or nation) because they say that the believer is evil.  Look at what is happening to Christians in the Islamic State (ISIS) in the Middle East.  These radical Muslims believe that the land has to be cleaned of all unbelievers (Christians), and so Christians are persecuted, assassinated, exterminated, forced out of their homes, cities, and countries.


b.  Christians, who provide real blessing by association to the unbelievers, are considered to be evil by the agents of Satan, when it is they themselves who are the ones producing the real evil.  Satan calls good evil and evil good.  Ostracism of believers took place at the time Luke wrote this and Jesus spoke this with the punishment of Christians/Jews from Rome (for example, when Aquila and Prisca were sent packing and came to Ephesus).


c.  This occurs throughout the Church Age, but will not occur in the millennial reign of Christ until the end of that rule during the Gog/Magog revolution of unbelievers against the Lord Jesus Christ.

3.  “because of the Son of Man.”

a.  Finally, Jesus tells His audience why believers will be insulted, excluded and expelled from their homes, society, cities and nations.  It will be because of their relationship with Him, the humanity of Christ, the Lord Jesus.


b.  Unbelievers hate believers because they believe that Jesus is the Messiah, the Son of Man, the Son of God, and the Messiah.  As Jesus will tell the disciples in His final sermon the night He was betrayed, Jn 15:18-21, “If the world hates you [and it does], know that it has hated Me before it hated you.  If you belonged to the world, the world would love its own; however because you do not belong to the world, but I chose you out of the world, because of this the world hates you.  Remember the statement that I said to you, ‘A slave is not greater than his master.’  If they persecuted Me [and they did], they will also persecute you; if they obeyed My message [and they did], they will obey yours also.  But all these things they will do to you because of My person, because they do not know the One who sent Me.”


c.  1 Pet 4:12-14, “Beloved, do not be surprised because of the trial by fire among you for the purpose of testing which is happening for your benefit, as if an unusual thing was happening to you, but as you keep on sharing in the sufferings of Christ, rejoice, in order that you might also rejoice exulting at the revelation of His glory.  If you are criticized because of the person of Christ, [you are] happy, because the Spirit of glory; that is, the Spirit of God rests upon you.”


d.  2 Tim 3:12, “In fact, all those also who keep on desiring to live a spiritual life in a manner that shows respect for God in Christ Jesus will be persecuted.”

4.  Commentators’ comments.


a.  “The reference is to excommunication from the congregation as well as from social intercourse.  The verb ekballō is used in Aristophanes, Sophocles, and Plato of hissing an actor off the stage.  The name of Christian or disciple or Nazarene came to be a byword of contempt as shown in the Acts.  It was even unlawful in the Neronian persecution when Christianity was not a legal religion.  Jesus foretold what will befall those who are loyal to Him.  The Acts of the Apostles is a commentary on this prophecy.  The ‘Son of Man’ is Christ’s common designation of Himself.  But both Son of God and Son of man apply to him (Jn 1:50-51; Mt 26:63f.).  Christ was a real man though the Son of God.  He is also the representative man and has authority over all men.”


b.  “The fourth beatitude demonstrates that the Beatitudes as a whole have a spiritual base and are not just to be taken as socioeconomic in character.  Jesus notes the presence of spiritual opposition because of the disciples’ commitment to Jesus.  Nevertheless, that commitment yields blessing.  Already opposition to Jesus exists (Lk 6:2, 11).  The disciples will also face opposition (Acts 3–4; 7; 21–28).  The word is especially comforting to Luke’s audience since their choice to follow Jesus had undoubtedly brought them under great pressure.  The first three beatitudes address the condition of Jesus’ disciples, while this final beatitude lists the fate or reaction they face.  Both Jam 2:7 and 1 Pet 4:14–16 express similar sentiments about what is occurring to believers.  In fact, 1 Peter even shares some of the terms of this passage.  Commitment to Jesus often produces such reaction, but God promises to respond to those committed to Him.  Rejection of the disciples is described by four verbal ideas that depict a gradual heightening of opposition.  Hostility is said to bring blessing.  The first description of hostility involves hatred.  As the OT shows, religious opposition to God’s people is not unusual.  In many Western cultures, religious allegiance is a private affair, and the diversity with which it is held is a given.  In ancient culture and in many non-Western cultures today, however, religious convictions are a major element of a person’s identity, so that how one views and treats a person is very much related to religious affiliation.  For a disciple to align with Jesus was to take a public and potentially offensive stand that would produce reaction, even hatred.  The second description mentions that disciples will sometimes be excluded.  Luke is referring to general social ostracism, not a formal synagogue ban, though the ostracism might manifest itself in this way.  A picture of what this verse is describing is seen in Paul’s treatment by some Jews in Acts (14:5–7, 19; 16:19–24).  The third description speaks of being reviled or insulted.  It refers to the slander and verbal attack that one might suffer for a commitment to Jesus.  ‘Cast out your name as evil’ seems to be a summary of the actions taken against disciples.  The disciple is treated as evil, unclean, and thus as a person with whom one does not associate.  To attack a person’s name is to strike at the very person.  The phrase pictures total rejection.  All of these attacks come on account of the Son of Man, that is, because of the disciple’s relationship to Jesus.  In the ostracism because of one’s tie to Jesus, however, there is blessing from God, despite the rejection of fellow humans.  The parallel in Mt 5:11 does not mention the Son of Man: the disciple is simply spoken of as being persecuted ‘on account of Me.’  Tying oneself to Jesus may yield public rejection, but one can stand reassured that such a relationship yields God’s blessing.”


c.  “Jesus Himself would experience the persecution described in Lk 6:22, and so would His disciples.  How can we rejoice when men attack us?  By remembering that it is a privilege to suffer for His sake (Phil 3:10).  When they treat us the way they treated Him, it is evidence that we are starting to live as He lived, and that is a compliment.  All of the saints of the ages were treated this way, so we are in good company!  Furthermore, God promises a special reward for all those who are faithful to Him; so the best is yet to come!”


d.  “Persecution because of the Son of Man was to become a natural course of events for the apostles.  They would be hated, excluded, insulted, and rejected.  Yet they would be happy (“blessed”) because of their reward in heaven.”


e.  “The follower of Jesus will expect hate from the nonbeliever and should even rejoice in it, because in experiencing it he is associated with the destiny of the Lord.”


f.  “The Old Testament tradition that most true prophets suffered rejection was amplified further in Judaism, so Jesus’ hearers would have caught his point.  The separation or ostracism here might allude to being officially put out of the synagogue (Jn 9:22) but is probably meant more generally.”


g.  “Christians are often persecuted not for their Christianity, but for their lack of it.  Sometimes they simply have unpleasing personalities.  They are rude, insensitive, thoughtless—piously obnoxious.  Some are rejected because they are discerned as proud and judgmental.  Others are disliked because they are lazy and irresponsible.  Either arrogance or incompetence mixed with piety is sure to bring rejection.”


h.  “The conflict which had already begun between Jesus and the leaders of the nation involved his followers also.”
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