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 is the continuative/transitional use of the postpositive conjunction DE, meaning “Now” with the third person singular aorist deponent middle indicative from the verb GINOMAI, which means “to be; to happen, occur, take place: it was.”


The aorist tense is a constative/historical aorist, which views the action in its entirety as a fact.


The deponent middle voice is middle in form but active in meaning with the subject (the situation about to be described) producing the action.


The indicative mood is declarative for a simple statement of fact.

This is followed by the preposition EN plus the locative of time from the feminine plural article and noun HĒMERA with the demonstrative pronoun HOUTOS, meaning “in these days,” which is an idiom meaning “at this time.”
  Then we have the aorist active infinitive from the verb EXERCHOMAI, which means “to go away” plus the accusative ‘subject of the infinitive’ from the third person masculine singular personal use of the intensive pronoun AUTOS, meaning “He” and referring to Jesus.


The aorist tense is a constative/historical aorist, which views the action in its entirety as a fact.


The active voice indicates that Jesus produced the action.


The infinitive introduces indirect discourse, which requires the word “that” in the English translation.

Next we have the preposition EIS plus the accusative of place from the neuter singular article and noun HOROS, meaning “to a mountain.”  Then we have the aorist deponent middle infinitive from the verb PROSEUCHOMAI, which means “to pray.”


The aorist tense is a constative aorist, which views the action in its entirety as a fact.


The deponent middle voice is middle in form but active in meaning with the subject Jesus producing the action.


The infinitive is an infinitive of purpose.


“Now it was at this time that He went away to a mountain to pray,”
 is the additive use of the conjunction KAI, meaning “and,” followed by the imperfect periphrastic construction, which combines the third person singular imperfect active indicative of the verb EIMI, meaning “to be” with the nominative masculine singular present active participle of the verb DIANUKTEREUW, which means “to pass the night; to spend the whole night.”


The imperfect plus present tenses combine to describe a continuing past action.


The active voice indicates that Jesus is producing the action.


The indicative mood is declarative for a simple statement of fact and governs the circumstantial participle.

Next we have the preposition EN plus the locative of sphere from the feminine singular article and noun PROSEUCHĒ, which means “in prayer.”  Finally, we have the objective genitive from the masculine singular article and noun THEOS, meaning “to/toward God.”

“and was spending the whole night in prayer to God.”
Lk 6:12 corrected translation
“Now it was at this time that He went away to a mountain to pray, and was spending the whole night in prayer to God.”
Explanation:
1.  “Now it was at this time that He went away to a mountain to pray,”

a.  Luke transitions us to a new story in the life of Jesus.  First Luke orients us to the relative timing of this event.  It was somewhat early in the public ministry of Jesus.  Probably somewhere near the end of the first year of His ministry.  The main event about to be described is the selection and calling of twelve followers to be His closest disciples.  Jesus had to have been involved in His public ministry for some time before selecting the twelve to be permanent followers of Him.  This didn’t happen in the first few months of His public ministry.


b.  The phrase “at this time” is related to the approximate time when the scribes and Pharisees determined to kill Jesus, because of His deliberate healing on the Sabbath.


c.  After informing us of the relative timing of the calling of the disciples, Luke tells us that Jesus went away to a mountain to pray.  The exact mountain is not mentioned, so it is useless to speculate.  We do know however that this ‘mountain’ was located in Galilee.  It is therefore possible that it was the same mountain on which Jesus gave what we commonly call the Sermon on the Mount.


d.  We will see a pattern of behavior throughout the gospel accounts in which Jesus prays before each major event in His life.  His act of praying here tells us that the selection of these twelve men to be His closest disciples was a major event in His life and ministry.

2.  “and was spending the whole night in prayer to God.”

a.  Luke then adds that Jesus spent the whole night in prayer to God the Father, which indicates the magnitude of the importance of the selection of these men.


b.  We are not told the content of Jesus’ prayers that night, but it is not difficult to imagine that He:



(1)  thanked the Father for provided the men He did to be disciples;



(2)  thanked the Father for providing perfectly the men that take the gospel to the world;



(3)  thanked the Father for protecting Him from those who were seeking His death;



(4)  asked for wisdom and guidance in selecting the right men for this job, including the one who would betray Him;



(5)  asked that these men would be protected for the rest of His public ministry and beyond;



(6)  asked that these men would learn, understand, and remember all that He would teach them and show them in the coming months and years.


c.  Obviously there are many things that Jesus prayed about for an entire night.  It was not difficult for Him to have a long conversation with the One person He loved most.  But one thing we can be certain that He prayed for these men is that they would be protected from the Evil One, just as we have in Jn 17:15, “I do not ask that You remove them from the world, but that You protect them from the evil one.”  In fact, the entire prayer in Jn 17 is the bookend to the praying in this verse.  Our verse is the prayer that begins the ministry of the disciples with Jesus and Jn 17 is the prayer that concludes their public ministry with Him during the First Advent.  Many of the things prayed for in Jn 17 were also prayed for in Lk 6:12.  Jn 17 shows us the fulfillment of those things.  I recommend you read Jn 17 and pick out those things that Jesus might have prayed for this night that He says had been fulfilled on that night a couple of years later.
3.  Commentators’ comments.


a.  “He needed the Father’s guidance now in the choice of the Apostles in the morning.”


b.  “Before choosing the Twelve, Jesus withdraws and spends the entire night in prayer.   The mountain referred to is not specified.  Jesus’ long communion with God is how Jesus deals with the rise of opposition.  The phrase ‘prayer to God’ is a good example of an objective genitive and makes the point that the prayer is given to God.  As noted above, the early church learned to imitate this practice of prayer before decisions (Acts 6:6; 13:2–3; 14:23; 1 Tim 4:14; 2 Tim 1:6).  Having spent the night in prayer, Jesus is ready to act.  He will make a selection from within the circle of disciples and train them for leadership.  Perhaps his prayers were for the team He was about to form and the new community that they would build together in the face of opposition.”


c.  “Jesus spent the whole night in prayer, for He was about to call His 12 Apostles from among the many disciples who were following Him.  Jesus had many disciples (Lk 10:1) but only twelve handpicked Apostles.  Why did He pray all night?  For one thing, He knew that opposition against Him was growing and would finally result in His crucifixion; so He prayed for strength as He faced the path ahead.  Also, He wanted the Father’s guidance as He selected His 12 Apostles, for the future of the church rested with them.  Keep in mind that one of the Twelve would betray Him, and Jesus knew who he was from the beginning (Jn 6:64).  Our Lord had real human emotions, and it was through prayer that He made this difficult choice.”


d.  “Luke has not previously established a narrative need for the election of apostles, a reality that underscores its origination in the divine will, discerned in prayer.  As Luke presents it, the idea of choosing itself, the election of twelve persons, and the choice of these particular persons from among the larger group of disciples—all three are divinely sanctioned.  Jesus thus acts as God’s agent and in continuity with the divine will.”


e.  “Notice that only after seeking the Father’s will and approbation did He choose the twelve.  This is a fundamental lesson: before any important decision spend much time in prayer.”


f.  “What is arresting here is that He ‘spent the night praying to God’—the entire night!  If He began after sundown at, say, 8:00 p.m. and prayed until sunup (6:00 a.m.), He spent ten hours in focused prayer.  As Jesus prayed on the mountainside, the moon ran its nocturnal course, the night’s temperature modulated with the hours, and morning dew dampened His robes.  Why Jesus’ lengthy engagement with the Father?  Because He had huge decisions to make regarding who should comprise the Twelve.  Jesus was a human being just like us, except that He was without sin.  And though He was God, He placed the exercise of His attributes (His omniscience, for example) at the discretion of the Father.  Thus He did not possess all knowledge, and His unaided knowledge was not sufficient to know whom to choose.  Moreover, Jesus had numerous disciples, so it is conceivable that during some of those ten hours He presented them individually to His Father, so the nod would be given to those who were to become the Twelve.  Three years later, at the end of His life, Jesus would lift the Twelve to God in prayer saying, ‘I have revealed You to those whom You gave me out of the world.  They were Yours; You gave them to Me and they have obeyed Your word’ (Jn 17:6).  Prayer was everything to Jesus.  Through dependent prayer Jesus lived a life of flawless perfection, so that He could say, ‘I do nothing on My own but speak just what the Father has taught Me.  The One who sent Me is with Me; He has not left Me alone, for I always do what pleases Him” (Jn 8:28-29).  Though Jesus was the eternal Son, though He created everything, though He is the Alpha and Omega, though everything is moving toward and will culminate in Him, He could not live His human life apart from dependent prayer.”


g.  “The subject and the contents of this long period of prayer on the mountaintop, under the great, starry sky, can be determined only from the acts that follow.  Jesus prayed for the men whom He was about to choose, for their work in the world, for their preparation for that work, and for all that it would accomplish in the future.  We have a sample of His praying for His disciples in John 17:6, etc.  The supposition that the prayer dealt with the preparation of Jesus for making the choice of the Twelve is a misconception and, we fear, is due to the estimate of Jesus which makes Him a mere man.”
  This last sentence by Lenski is based on his preconceived notion that Jesus had full use of His omniscience in the selection of the Twelve, which does not give due consideration to the emptying of the use His divine attributes during His incarnation as mentioned in Phil 2:7 (the doctrine of kenosis).  Of course Jesus made the selection of the Twelve, but did so from the guidance of the Father and the influence of the Holy Spirit.  His human nature was guided in this selection.  The use of His omniscience was not required.  Jesus had to make these decisions the same way we do, as noted by the other commentators.
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