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

 is the continuative use of the conjunction KAI, meaning “And,” followed by the nominative masculine singular aorist active participle of the verb KATALEIPW, which means “to leave behind.”


The aorist tense is a constative/historical aorist, which views the action in its entirety as a fact.


The active voice indicates that produced the action.


The participle is a temporal participle that precedes the action of the main verb and can be translated “after leaving behind.”

This is followed by the accusative direct object from the neuter plural adjective PAS, meaning “everything.”

“And after leaving behind everything,”
 is the nominative masculine singular aorist active participle of the verb ANISTĒMI, which means “to stand up.”


The aorist tense is a constative/historical aorist, which views the action in its entirety as a fact.


The active voice indicates that produced the action.


The participle is a temporal participle that precedes the action of the main verb and can be translated “after standing up.”

Next we have the third person singular imperfect active indicative from the verb AKOLOUTHEW, which means “to follow.”


The imperfect tense is an ingressive imperfect, which describes the entrance into a continuous, past action without reference to its conclusion.  This can be translated by use of the English auxiliary verb “began.”


The active voice indicates that Matthew/Levi began producing the action.


The indicative mood is declarative for a simple statement of fact.

Finally, we have the dative direct object from the third person masculine singular personal use of the intensive pronoun AUTOS, meaning “Him” and referring to Jesus.

“after standing up, he began to follow Him.”
Lk 5:28 corrected translation
“And after leaving behind everything, after standing up, he began to follow Him.”
Explanation:
1.  “And after leaving behind everything,”

a.  Luke concludes the story of the calling of Levi to be a disciple and follower of Jesus by telling us that Levi immediately left his business behind.  The word “everything” refers to everything concerning his business as a tax collector, working for Herod Antipas and the Roman government.  As we shall see shortly, Levi threw a big celebration party for Jesus that evening at his home with all his friends.  So Levi certainly didn’t leave his home or his friends behind, at least not yet.


b.  This statement is not an exaggeration by Luke; for eventually Levi would leave his home and friends behind as he became an apostle to the world years after Pentecost.  So what we have here is a summary statement by Luke of what Levi (and by extension the rest of the disciples/apostles) did.  Their old life was gradually left behind for the new spiritual life and doing the Lord’s business.


c.  Luke’s immediate focus here is on what Levi left behind at this moment—the tax booth, his job, his source of income, any partners that may have been working with him, and what little money he had collected that day.

2.  “after standing up, he began to follow Him.”

a.  Levi had been sitting in his tax booth.  Now he stands up at the Lord’s invitation and begins to follow Jesus.  This will continue unabated for the rest of his life.


b.  We hear no more about Levi in the gospel accounts, but he provided the gospel of Matthew for us.  “(‘Levi’ is another name for the apostle Matthew (Mk 2:14 parallel Lk 5:27, 29 and Mt 9:9).”

3.  Commentators’ comments.


a.  “This detail in Luke alone.  He left his profitable business for the service of Christ.”


b.  “Levi accepts Jesus’ invitation.  Great commitment is expressed with amazing brevity: Levi leaves all and follows Jesus.  Luke alone notes that he leaves everything behind.  For Luke, discipleship means a priority commitment to Jesus, which is what Levi’s leaving the tax booth describes.  The call of Jesus has taken priority over the old vocation.  Some see a problem in the ‘leaving all’ language.  How could Levi leave his job and still throw the elaborate dinner of the following verses?  However, the event need not be out of character with the later action.  One does not know if Levi was an efficient man with his share of the tax revenue.  That such a question is raised reveals excessive skepticism.  There is no rule that says a tax collector must be a financial fool with his earnings.  What is clear is that after meeting Jesus and receiving a call from him, Levi puts his relationship and responsiveness to Jesus first.”


c.  “Levi broke with his way of life; he left everything and followed Jesus.  Levi’s response was the same as that of the fishermen (Lk 5:11).”


d.  “By far the most widely attested tradition concerning Matthew in the early Church concerns his association with the Gospel that bears his name.  Early in the 2nd century Papias referred to Matthew as the collector of the ‘oracles’ of Jesus; shortly thereafter the Gospel as a whole was attributed to Matthew.  Later traditions about Matthew are unreliable.  Eusebius said only that Matthew first preached to ‘the Hebrews’ and then to others, the latter being amplified in later sources to include residents of such places as Ethiopia, Persia, Parthia, Macedonia, and Syria.  The traditions about Matthew’s death are contradictory.  According to some, Matthew was a martyr for his faith, although the place and means of his martyrdom vary considerably in different reports.  Part of the confusion in these later traditions may be due to the similarity of the names Matthew and Matthias. Probably more reliable is the conclusion that Matthew died a normal death, as implied by Heracleon (recorded by Clement of Alexandria).”


e.  “In leaving his job Levi made a substantial sacrifice because he was wealthy.  There were some quiet heroics here because, unlike the fishermen who had followed Jesus, he could not go back to his old job if things did not work out.”


f.  “We need not imagine that Levi was alone, that he at once got up and walked out of his office, leaving accounts, money, etc., behind without even closing the door.  Jesus wanted no such following.  This tax office was important because it handled a volume of business at the entry to Capernaum.  Matthew either had a number of clerks in the office or was himself under a superior.  As the others left their boats and the fish in good hands, so did Matthew.”
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