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

 is the continuative use of the conjunction KAI, meaning “And,” followed by the nominative masculine singular aorist deponent passive participle of the verb APOKRINOMAI, which means “to answer.”


The aorist tense is a constative/historical aorist, which views the action in its entirety as a fact.


The deponent passive voice is passive in form but action in meaning, with Jesus producing the action.


The participle is coterminous with the action of the main verb as a circumstantial participle

Then we have the nominative subject from the masculine singular article and proper noun IESOUS, meaning “Jesus.”  This is followed by the third person singular aorist active indicative from the verb EIPON, meaning “to say: said.”


The aorist tense is a constative/historical aorist, which views the action in its entirety as a fact.


The active voice indicates that Jesus produced the action.


The indicative mood is declarative for a simple statement of fact.

This is followed by the dative indirect object from the third person masculine singular personal use of the intensive pronoun AUTOS, meaning “to him” and referring to the devil.  Next we have the third person singular perfect passive indicative from the verb GRAPHW, which means “to be written.”


The perfect tense is an intensive perfect, which emphasizes a present state of being as a result of a past, completed action.  This can be translated “It stands written” to emphasize the present existing and permanent state of being.


The passive voice indicates that the Scriptures received the action of being written.


The indicative mood is declarative for a dogmatic statement of fact.

“And answering, Jesus said to him, ‘It stands written,”
 is the accusative direct object from the masculine singular noun KURIOS plus the apposition accusative masculine singular article and noun THEOS with the possessive genitive from the second masculine singular personal pronoun SU, meaning “the Lord your God.”  With this we have the second person singular future active indicative from the verb PROSKUNEW, which means “to bow down to kiss; to worship.”


The future tense is an imperative future, in which the future tense is used instead of the imperative to express a command.  The word “shall” is used in translation to indicate this.


The active voice indicates that the devil and all others are expected to produce the action.


The indicative mood is declarative for a simple statement of fact.

““You shall worship the Lord your God”
 is the additive use of the conjunction KAI, meaning “and,” followed by the dative direct object from third person masculine singular personal use of the intensive pronoun AUTOS, meaning “Him” and referring to the Lord God.  With this we have the dative masculine singular adjective MONOS, meaning “only; alone.”  Finally, we have the second person singular future active indicative from the verb LAATREUW, which means “to serve.”


The future tense is an imperative future, in which the future tense is used instead of the imperative to express a command.  The word “shall” is used in translation to indicate this.


The active voice indicates that the devil and all others are expected to produce the action.


The indicative mood is declarative for a simple statement of fact.

“and shall serve only Him.”’”
Lk 4:8 corrected translation
“And answering, Jesus said to him, ‘It stands written, “You shall worship the Lord your God and shall serve only Him.”’”
Mt 4:10, “Then Jesus said to him, ‘Go, Satan!  For it is written, “You shall worship the Lord your God, and serve Him only.”’”
Explanation:
1.  “And answering, Jesus said to him, ‘It stands written,”

a.  The devil has just offered Jesus the kingdoms of the world and all their glory, if only Jesus will bow down once and worship him.  The Lord now answers the devil’s evil and devious suggestion and offer.


b.  For the second time, Jesus will answer with a reference to Scripture, and again the quote is taken from the book of Deuteronomy.  And again Jesus bases His answer on the established word of God, showing His obedience and faithfulness to the will and word of God the Father.  In this case, Jesus is quoting Himself, and He represents the exact thinking of the Father.


c.  The quote comes from Dt 6:13, “You shall reverence [only] the Lord your God; and you shall worship Him and swear by His name.”  This is the first of the ten commandments.


d.  Satan knows what the word of God says, and yet he still attempts to get Jesus to act against the word of God.  This is the nature of pure evil.  Satan is not just tempting Jesus to sin, but hoping that He will perform an evil act of idolatry.

2.  ““You shall worship the Lord your God”

a.  The word “You” applies to Satan here, but in its original context it applies to all the Jewish believers of the Exodus generation.  In Deuteronomy, the second generation of Jews are being reminded of their requirement to worship, respect, fear, and reverence the Lord God.  The greatest form of worship of God is not found in animal sacrifices, but in obedience to the will of God, which means loving the Lord God by obeying Him and loving one’s neighbor.


b.  The “Lord God” is the God of Israel.  The God of Israel is the Lord Jesus Christ.  Jesus is telling the devil that it is not He who should be worshipping him, but him who should be worshipping He.  In other words, Jesus is telling Satan that he should be worshipping the One he is tempting.  Jesus Christ is the Lord God of Satan, because the Lord Jesus Christ is the devil’s creator.  The one created owes the Creator the worship, respect, thanksgiving, and honor due Him.  Since his fall, Satan has no intension of doing so.  And as far as we know from Scripture, he will never bow the knee to Jesus.  (The phrase “every knee shall bow to Him” refers to all believers and elect angels.)  Satan has free will and has no intension of using it to worship Jesus at any time.  He hates Jesus and wants Him dead.


c.  Since God the Father and God the Son are co-equal and the Son is representing the Father during His incarnation, this command also refers to the worship of God the Father as the God of Israel.  Jesus expects all creatures created by Him to worship God the Father, and at the same time accepts the worship of those who worship Him.

3.  “and shall serve only Him.”’”

a.  In addition to worshipping God (all three members of the Trinity), every creature, including Satan, is expected to serve Him.  Service of God is directly related to obedience to God.  We cannot and do not serve God without obeying Him.  Our service comes in many forms and fashions:



(1)  We serve God by what we think—“bringing every thought into captivity for Christ.”



(2)  We serve God in prayer.



(3)  We serve God in thanksgiving.



(4)  We serve God in what we say.



(5)  We serve God in how we use our spiritual gift.



(6)  We serve God in how we treat others.



(7)  We serve God in our obedience to His word.


b.  The devil served God prior to his fall as the guardian of God’s righteousness and justice, Ezek 28:12-17.  Angels were created for the purpose of serving and praising God, Ps 103:20-21.  Satan was so overcome with his own splendor and beauty that he turned from worshipping God to seeking the worship of others.


c.  God has created us to worship Him and no one else.  We don’t worship at the feet of other men, no matter how great they might appear to be.  And we definitely don’t worship any angels, not even elect angels, just as the apostle John was told by the angel teaching him on the island of Patmos, when he bowed down to the angel, “Don’t do that!”  Rev 19:10 and 22:9.
4.  Commentators’ comments.


a.  “Satan used this verb to Jesus, Who turns it against him by the quotation from Dt 6:13.  Jesus clearly perceived that one could not worship both Satan and God.  He had to choose whom He would serve.”


b.  “Jesus again replies with Scripture that gets right to the issue: God alone is worthy of allegiance.  The citation is a summary of Dt 6:13.  Only the word monō = alone is not in that passage.  But the presence of the term summarizes well the force of the command to give honor only to God and not to idols.  The attitude expressed is like that in Jn 5:19, 5:30, and 6:38, where Jesus pledges that He does nothing except in subjection to the Father.  His ‘religious service’ is only for God.  Some believe that Jesus rejected the principle of an earthly political rule (Plummer).  This represents an over-interpretation.  What is rejected is ruling at Satan’s side now, not an earthly rule per se.  Satan’s temptation is an attempt to break the Son’s relationship to the Father.  The problem is the nature of the proposed alliance, not the issue of the rule’s locale or character.  Lk 17:20–37, 21:5–38, and Acts 3:19–21, which look forward to Jesus’ return, suggest a time when Jesus will rule the earth, beyond his current rule in ascension.  Jesus will display His sovereign authority.  He will rule on the earth, but that authority will come from God, not the devil. The Son’s loyalty will be rewarded with sovereignty, because of the Father’s loyalty (Acts 10:42; 17:31).  No offer is great enough to persuade Jesus to abandon his Father.”


c.  “Again, Jesus quoted God’s Word, this time Dt 6:13.  Satan had said nothing about service, but Jesus knew that whatever we worship, we will serve.  Service to the Lord is true freedom, but service to Satan is terrible bondage.”


d.  “Jesus again referred to Moses to combat a temptation.  In that passage Moses warned the people about their attitude when they finally were to get into the land and achieve some glory and dominion.  The temptation for them would be to praise themselves and forget to worship God.  Jesus, by quoting the verse, showed that He would not make that mistake.  He would give God the credit and not take it for Himself. He would not fail as Israel had failed.”


e.  “Jesus’ reply is a rejection of the devil’s pretensions to absolute sovereignty and a reaffirmation of his uncompromising fidelity to God.”


f.  “The devious subtlety in what the devil did is that the one who has the right to be worshiped has the right to rule.”


g.  “There was to be no compromise in Jesus’ ministry, no concessions to the power brokers of this world, no seeking improper ease, no idolatry.  Again we must cry, all praise to Christ Jesus!  We must not fall to the common error of supposing that the temptations that came to Jesus were somehow easy.  They were excruciating. Jesus met them as a human totally dependent on the Father, not as a quasi-man.  We do not have to look far to see the application to our own lives.  The siren song of popular culture is to avoid pain and take the easy way, the path of least resistance.”


h.  “Jesus would admit only the authority of God as supreme.  He could not compromise.”
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