John 1:1
Luke 4:6



 is the continuative use of the conjunction KAI, meaning “And,” followed by the third person singular aorist active indicative from the verb EIPON, which means “to say: said.”


The aorist tense is a constative/historical aorist, which views the action in its entirety as a fact.


The active voice indicates that the devil produced the action.


The indicative mood is declarative for a simple statement of fact.

Then we have the dative indirect object from the third person masculine singular personal use of the intensive pronoun AUTOS, meaning “to Him” and referring to Jesus.  This is followed by the nominative subject from the masculine singular article and adjective DIABOLOS, meaning “the devil.”

“And the devil said to Him,”
 is the dative of indirect object from the second person singular personal pronoun SU, meaning “to You” and referring to Jesus.  Then we have the first person singular future active indicative from the verb DIDWMI, which means “to give: I will give.”

The future tense is a predictive future, which affirms what will take place.


The active voice indicates that the devil will produce the action.


The indicative mood is declarative for a simple statement of fact.

Then we have the accusative direct object from the feminine singular article and noun EXOUSIA with the demonstrative pronoun HOUTOS and adjective PAS, meaning “all this authority.”  Next we have the additive use of the conjunction KAI, meaning “and” plus the accusative direct object from the feminine singular article and noun DOXA with the possessive genitive from the third person feminine singular personal use of the intensive pronoun AUTOS, meaning “its glory.”
“‘I will give to You all this authority and its glory;”
 is the explanatory use of the conjunction HOTI, meaning “for,” followed by the dative indirect object from the first person singular personal pronoun EGW, meaning “to me” and referring to the devil.  Then we have the third person singular perfect passive indicative from the verb PARADIDWMI, which means “to deliver over; to hand over.”


The perfect tense is a consummative perfect, which emphasizes a past, completed action, which is translated by use of the English auxiliary verb “has.”


The passive voice indicates that the authority and its glory has received the action of being given to the devil.


The indicative mood is declarative for a simple statement of fact.

“for it has been handed over to me,”
 is the additive use of the conjunction KAI, meaning “and,” followed by the dative indirect object from the masculine singular relative pronoun HOS with the indefinite particle EAN, meaning “to whomever.”  Then we have the first person singular present active subjunctive from the verb THELW, which means “to want, will, or wish.”


The present tense is a tendential present, which describes an action that is intended, but not yet taking place.


The active voice indicates that the devil produces the action.


The subjunctive mood is a potential subjunctive in a relative clause to indicate possibility.

This is followed by the first person singular present active indicative from the verb DIDWMI, which means “to give.”


The present tense is a tendential present, describing an action being proposed; or this is a gnomic present, describing a commonly accepted fact.  This could also be regarded as a futuristic present, describing what the devil will do for the man of sin, the Antichrist.  In addition this could be regarded as an aoristic present, emphasizing the present fact without reference to any progress.


The active voice indicates that the devil produces the action.


The indicative mood is declarative for a simple statement of fact.

Finally we have the accusative direct object from the third person feminine singular personal use of the intensive pronoun AUTOS, meaning “it” and referring to “this authority and its glory.”

“and I give it to whomever I wish.’”
Lk 4:6 corrected translation
“And the devil said to Him, ‘I will give You all this domain and its glory; for it has been handed over to me, and I give it to whomever I wish.’”
Mt 4:9, “and he said to Him, ‘All these things I will give You, if You fall down and worship me.’”
Explanation:
1.  “And the devil said to Him, ‘I will give You all this domain and its glory;”

a.  Luke continues the story of the second temptation of Jesus.  The devil has taken Jesus to a high mountain and shown Him all the kingdoms of the world.  And now he speaks to Him after allowing Jesus a moment to take into His mind all that He sees and all that it represents.  We might think of this as a dramatic pause to set the stage for what is coming.


b.  Satan offers to give all that Jesus sees to Him.  It is a legitimate offer, since Satan is the ruler of the world, since the fall of man.  Satan is making a promise, but the question is: “Does he intend to keep the promise?”  The answer is both ‘yes’ and ‘no’.  The devil will give the kingdoms of the world to Jesus to rule over, but in return he expects Jesus to submit to his authority and allow him to rule of Jesus, which, in effect, means that Satan is still the ultimate ruler of the world.  Jesus will only rule through delegated authority.  Therefore, the offer is a legitimate offer with ‘strings attached’.


c.  Notice that the devil offers two things “this domain” (note the singular), referring to the authority (EXOUSIA = authority) over all the collective kingdoms Jesus sees, and “its glory,” that is, all the glory of the world as Satan has made it, not as God has made it.  Apparently the devil is offering Jesus what he intends to make the world like before God destroys everything during the last half of the Tribulation.  The devil believes he is capable of making the entire world glorious beyond anything yet seen on earth.  He presents this glorious picture to Jesus as his concept of a perfect, glorious world with all its kingdoms.  What the devil does not realize it that what he offers to Jesus is nothing compared to the perfect world that Jesus will create during His millennial reign.


d.  If this is so, then was the offer really tempting to Jesus?  Yes, it was tempting in that Satan offered Jesus the rulership of the world without having to go through the pain and suffering of bearing our sins in His body and being judged for us.  What Satan does not mention is that, “Oh by the way, there won’t be any people on earth, because no one will be saved from the justice of God the Father, since You didn’t provide salvation for them.”  Therefore, Satan is offering the kingdoms without anyone to rule over.  So there is no point in having the kingdoms.  Thus the offer is a hollow one.

2.  “for it has been handed over to me,”

a.  The singular subject “it” refers to the dominion or rulership of the world.  It was handed over the devil in the Garden of Eden, when Adam and the woman turned over their rulership of the world by obeying Satan.


b.  God had given rulership of the world to the man and woman according to Gen 1:28 “Then God blessed them and God said to them, ‘Be fruitful and be numerous and fill the earth and make it subservient and rule over the fish of the waters and over the birds of the heavens and over all creatures which abound upon the earth.’”


c.  Man gave up this rulership by doing the will of Satan.  And at that point Satan became the ruler of the world:



(1)  Jn 12:31, “Soon the judgment of this world takes place; soon the ruler over this world will be thrown out.”



(2)  Jn 14:30, “I will not speak much longer with you, for the ruler of the world is coming, and yet he has no hold on Me;”



(3)  Jn 16:11, “and concerning the judgment that the ruler of this world has been judged.”


d.  God gave the rulership of the world to Adam and the woman.  They gave it to the devil.  Jesus recognized and acknowledged that the devil was the legitimate ruler of the world.  And the devil will continue to be the ruler of the world until the second advent of Christ.
3.  “and I give it to whomever I wish.’”

a.  This is a boast by Satan.  He is rubbing Jesus’ nose in the fact that he is the ruler of the world and can do whatever he wants.  He is reminding Jesus that he can give the rulership of the world to Jesus if he wants.  He is reminding Jesus that he has free will and God can’t stop him from doing what he wants with the rulership of the world.


b.  We know from the rest of Scripture that Satan does not give the rulership of the world to Jesus, because jealously guards it until he can give it to the Antichrist, the Man of Sin, the Man of Lawlessness, the dictator of the Revived Roman Empire in the Tribulation.  And even then, Satan indwells that man and manipulates him for Satan’s own purposes.  Therefore, Satan never really relinquishes total control of the world.  It has to be forced from his grip by the return of Jesus at His second advent and imprisonment of Satan for a thousand years.  And even after that, when Satan is released from prison at the end of the thousand year prison sentence, he rallies unbelievers to revolt against the rule of Jesus and makes one more attempt to retake rulership of the world before being finally cast into the eternal lake of fire along with the fallen angels and all unbelievers.

4.  Commentators’ comments.


a.  “Satan is the prince of this world.  He can dispose of its kingdoms according to what he says in Lk 4:6.  Paul expresses this in the sharpest possible form in 2 Cor 4:4 by calling him ‘the god of this world’.  This means that he arrogates to himself in this world the honor which belongs to God.  The dominion of Satan over this world is primarily a dominion over men.”


b.  “Satan here claims possession of world power and Jesus does not deny it.  It may be due to man’s sin and by God’s permission.  Jesus calls Satan the ruler of this world (Jn 12:31; 14:30; 16:11).  This audacious claim, if allowed, makes one wonder whether some of the world rulers are not, consciously or unconsciously, agents of the devil.  The tone of Satan here is one of superiority to Jesus in world power.  He offers him a share in it on one condition.”


c.  “‘Look, Jesus, at what can be yours!’  The use of ‘all this authority’ underscores the extent of the offer.  All the earthly kingdoms under Satan’s authority are available to Jesus, for Satan can give them to Him.  The offer precedes the actual condition of the contract, which will reveal the intent of the offer.  The bait is placed in the trap.  It is interesting to note the perspective that this verse brings concerning the kingdoms of the world.  Political and institutional power is related to Satan’s power and authority.  Until the earth is redeemed by God’s power, it lies in the hands of the evil one.  Satan’s influence is still significantly present in the world.  Here arises the question of whether Satan had the authority to make this offer. Was Satan offering something he could deliver?  It is probably best to say that the devil’s offer is a mixture of truth and error.  He is pictured as wielding great authority on the earth, so much so that some interpreters regard the offer as totally genuine.  He certainly claims such authority in saying he can give these things to whomever he wishes.  It is possible that Satan believes the claim, so that the offer should be seen as involving diabolical self-delusion.  But there is evidence in the Gospel that suggests the offer is exaggerated.  Jesus’ expulsion of demons is against such a view of Satan’s absolute authority.  Later in Luke, Jesus’ authority triumphs over the demons, and the demons respond to His rebuke.  Their fear shows that the demons are aware of a limitation on their power.  That Satan can be dismissed, as he is in Mt 4:10, may also suggest this limitation.  From the text’s perspective, Satan’s offer is at best characterized as an oversell, and at worst it is a lie.  Nonetheless, the temptation was real.  Would Jesus be drawn into seizing power and turning His back on God, or would He receive it from God’s hand graciously, as the ruling Son had been promised in Ps 2:8 and Dan 7:14?  The temptation was ultimately about seizing power on one’s own, apart from God’s promise and provision.  Of course, as later passages show, Jesus realized that there was only one source that could make this offer and that source was not the one addressing him now (Lk 10:22; 22:29).  In offering Jesus all the kingdoms’ authority and glory, Satan was attempting to suggest that all the power, wealth, glory, and fame that the world could offer were there for Jesus’ taking. The offer made here was a much easier route to go than the one by which Jesus would obtain all these things from God.  But it was also a dead end.”


d.  “As the prince of this world, Satan has a certain amount of delegated authority from God.  One day he will share this authority with the Antichrist, the man of sin, who will rule the world for a brief time (Rev 13).”


e.  “The devil proposes to displace God as Jesus’ benefactor.  The devil will give Him what is due, but in the process extract a great price—that is, Jesus’ allegiance.  In effect, this is an invitation for Jesus to deny His identity as God’s Son, substituting in its place an analogous relationship to the devil.  Resident in the devil’s own words, though, is a recognition that these two possibilities are not really parallel after all, since the devil is not co-equal with God.  Whatever rule the devil exercises is that allowed him by God; he can only delegate to Jesus what has already been delegated to him.  What Jesus is offered, then, is a shabby substitute for the divine sonship that is His by birth.”


f.  “The world did not technically belong to the devil (Dan 4:32 [note the last phrase in this verse: “the Most High is ruler over the realm of mankind and bestows it on whomever He wishes.”]), who owned human hearts and societies only as a usurper.  The most he could do would be to make Jesus the political, military sort of Messiah most Jewish people who expected a Messiah were anticipating.”


g.  “Psalm 2 destines the kingdoms of the world to be under Christ’s authority, as is also inherent in the Davidic Covenant (2 Sam 7:16); so Satan was only offering Christ what is His by promise, but prematurely, and, again, outside of God’s will (Satan has ruled the kingdom of the world as a usurper since Adam’s fall).  So Satan feigned willingness to return to God the kingdom he has usurped since the fall of man in Eden.”


h.  “The world was Satan’s to offer.  He was not lying when he told Jesus, ‘for it has been given to me, and I can give it to anyone I want to.’  To be sure, Satan had a limited, derived sovereignty, but it was in fact his.  Jesus would three times call him ‘the prince of this world’ (Jn 12:31; 14:30; 16:11).  Paul called him ‘the ruler of the kingdom of the air’ (Eph 2:2) and ‘the god of this age’ (2 Cor 4:4).  So the devil’s offer was legitimate.  But why would he make the offer?  For the twisted satisfaction of seeing Christ recognize him as an authority that cannot be overcome but has to be reckoned with.  Perhaps Satan figured he would have that perverse satisfaction for eternity, no matter what judgment befell him.”
  No, Satan was desperately attempting to avoid the lake of fire.


i.  “All of the arrogant pride of the devil comes out in his offer: ‘To You will I give.’”
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