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

 is the transitional/continuative use of the postpositive conjunction DE, meaning “Now” plus the nominative feminine plural aorist active participle of the verb KATAKOLOUTHEW, which means “to follow.”


The aorist tense is a constative/historical aorist, which views the action in its entirety as a fact.


The active voice indicates that women produced the action.


The participle is a temporal participle that precedes the action of the main verb and can be translated “after following.”

Next we have the nominative subject from the feminine plural article and noun GUNĒ, meaning “the women.”

“Now after following, the women,”
 is the nominative feminine plural qualitative relative pronoun HOSTIS, meaning “who.”  Then we have the periphrastic construction, which combines the third person plural imperfect active indicative of the verb EIMI, meaning “to be” with the nominative feminine plural perfect active participle of the verb SUNERCHOMAI, which means “to travel together with.”


The imperfect and perfect tenses combine to form a pluperfect concept, which is translated by the English auxiliary verb “had been traveling together with.”


The active voices indicate that these women had produced the action.


The indicative mood and participle combine to indicate a simple statement of fact.

Next we have the preposition EK plus the ablative of origin/source from the feminine singular article and proper noun GALILAIA, which means “out of or from Galilee.”  This is followed by the instrumental of association from the third person masculine singular personal use of the intensive pronoun AUTOS, meaning “with Him,” referring to Jesus.

“who had been traveling with Him from Galilee,”
 is the third person plural aorist deponent middle indicative from the verb THEAOMAI, which means “to see: saw.”


The aorist tense is a constative/historical aorist, which views the action in its entirety as a fact.


The deponent middle voice is middle in form but active in meaning with the subject (the women) producing the action.

 
The indicative mood is declarative for a simple statement of fact.

Next we have the accusative direct object from the neuter singular article and noun MNĒMEION, which means “the tomb.”  Then we have the additive use of the conjunction KAI, meaning “and,” followed by the conjunction HWS, used as an adverb of manner, meaning “how.”  This is followed by the third person singular aorist passive indicative from the verb TITHĒMI, which means “to be put, place, or lay: was laid.”


The aorist tense is a constative/historical aorist, which views the action in its entirety as a fact.


The passive voice indicates that the body of Jesus received the action of being placed or laid in the tomb.


The indicative mood is declarative for a simple statement of fact.

Then we have the nominative subject from the neuter singular article and noun SWMA with the possessive genitive from the third person masculine singular personal use of the intensive pronoun AUTOS, meaning “His body.”

“saw the tomb and how His body was laid.”
Lk 23:55 corrected translation
“Now after following, the women, who had been traveling with Him from Galilee, saw the tomb and how His body was laid.”
Explanation:
1.  “Now after following, the women,”

a.  Luke continues with another piece of background information regarding the group of women that supported Jesus and the disciples.  These are the same women mentioned in the other gospel accounts and in Lk 23:49:



(1)  Lk 8:1-3, “And it happened afterward that He began going about from one city and village to another, announcing and proclaiming the kingdom of God.  And the twelve [were] with Him, and some women who had been healed from evil spirits and sicknesses: Mary the one who is called Magdalene, from whom seven demons had gone out, and Joanna the wife of Chuza, Herod’s steward, and Susanna, and many others, who were helping them out of their existing funds.”


(2)  Mk 15:40-41, “Now there were also women watching from a distance, among whom were Mary Magdalene, and Mary the mother of James the Less and Joses, and Salome.  The ones who, when He was in Galilee, used to follow Him and used to serve Him; and [there] were many other women who came up with Him to Jerusalem.”



(3)  Jn 19:25, “Therefore the soldiers did these things.  But standing by the cross of Jesus were His mother, and His mother’s sister, Mary the wife of Clopas, and Mary Magdalene.”


b.  These women had followed Joseph of Arimathea and Nicodemus from the site of the cross to the burial site.  This is important because it explains how they knew which tomb to go to on Sunday morning to complete the burial process properly rather than the haste that was needed by Joseph and Nicodemus. 

2.  “who had been traveling with Him from Galilee,”

a.  These are the same women mentioned in Lk 23:49, “Now all His friends and the women who accompanied Him from Galilee were standing at a distance, seeing these things.”


b.  Jesus left Galilee about six months prior to this and had been working His way south through northern Judea and Perea until He came to Bethany beyond the Jordan, opposite Jericho, where He ministered for several weeks before finally coming to Jerusalem.  During all this time these women had left their homes behind and followed Jesus and the Twelve to attend to their logistical needs, so the men could devote themselves to learning the words of Jesus and evangelizing wherever possible.


c.  These women were not on an extended vacation or sightseeing tour.  They did the normal chores of shopping, cooking, laundry, etc. that are so helpful as a part of missionary activity.

3.  “saw the tomb and how His body was laid.”

a.  The most important thing these women could do now that Jesus was dead was to watch carefully and remember exactly where Joseph and Nicodemus laid the body of Jesus, so they could return there on Sunday morning and complete the preparations for burial.  The importance of these women seeing actually where the tomb was is so that the Jewish deniers of the resurrection could not accuse these women of going to the wrong tomb on Sunday morning.


b.  They not only saw the exact location of the tomb, but they also saw exactly how His body was placed inside the tomb.  They knew exactly what to look for and what to expect with regard to the position of the body, when they arrived there.


c.  These women provide an additional three (at least three) witnesses to the burial of Jesus, which adds to the two male witnesses required for testimony in a Jewish court of law, as well as before the Supreme Court of Heaven.  God the Father had at least five human witnesses to the burial of His Son, which Satan cannot refute.

4.  Commentators’ comments.


a.  “Joseph did not act in secret.  Some Galilean women followed Joseph as he placed Jesus’ body in the tomb.  Luke specifies that these women were from Galilee and that they see the tomb.  Mark makes the point that they watched where Jesus was laid, while Luke speaks of their watching how the body was laid.  Luke speaks generally of women, Mark mentions Mary Magdalene and Mary mother of Joses, and Mt 27:61 speaks of Mary Magdalene and the other Mary.”


b.  “Luke’s introduction of the women provides a further link between the scenes of execution, burial, and resurrection, as well as intimates the continuity between the Jesus of Galilee and the resurrected Jesus.”


c.  “More elaborate arrangements that these loyal women disciples wish to bestow on Jesus, however, might wait until the sabbath has passed.”


d.  “The two Marys were also convinced of Jesus’ death and prepared their homage for His body in that conviction. They, too, would not have left Him in the tomb if there had been the slightest suspicion in their minds that He might be in a coma.  So they were absolutely convinced that there was nothing left to minister to, other than His cadaver.  However, unbeknown to them, God was preparing them to be the heralds of the most wonderful news that the world has ever heard!  Notice that they rested on the Sabbath in obedience to the Law.”


e.  “The necessary haste of the burial had not allowed for all that was essential for a proper anointing.  When the sun rose after the Sabbath, they would be ready.  Like Joseph of Arimathea, they had no hope.  In death’s grip, decay had begun its work on the body of Jesus, though it did not run its full course (Acts 2:27; Ps 16:10).  Jesus was dead.  All they could hope to do was to further honor His body.”


f.  “The possibility that they later visited the wrong tomb is implicitly ruled out.”
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