John 1:1
Luke 2:52



 is the continuative use of the conjunction KAI, meaning “And,” followed by the nominative subject from the masculine singular proper noun IĒSOUS, meaning “Jesus.”  Then we have the third person singular imperfect active indicative from the verb PROKOPTW, which means “to move forward to an improved state: progress, advance.”


The imperfect tense is a descriptive imperfect, which describes a continuous, past action without reference to its conclusion.  It can be translated “kept on advancing.”


The active voice indicates that Jesus produced the action.


The indicative mood is declarative for a simple statement of fact.

This is followed by the preposition EN plus the locative of sphere from the feminine singular article and noun SOPHIA with the additive use of the conjunction KAI and the feminine singular noun HĒLIKIA, meaning “in the sphere of wisdom and bodily stature.”

“And Jesus kept on advancing in wisdom and bodily stature”
 is the additive use of the conjunction KAI, meaning “and” plus the locative of sphere from the feminine singular noun CHARIS, meaning “favor.”  Finally, we have the preposition PARA plus the instrumental of association from the masculine singular noun THEOS plus the additive use of the conjunction KAI plus the instrumental of association from the masculine plural noun ANTHRWPOS, meaning “with God and men.”

“and favor with God and men.”
Lk 2:52 corrected translation
“And Jesus kept on advancing in wisdom and bodily stature and favor with God and men.”
1 Sam 2:26, “Now the boy Samuel was growing in stature and in favor both with the Lord and with men.”
Explanation:
1.  “And Jesus kept on advancing in wisdom and bodily stature”

a.  Luke concludes the story of the birth and childhood of Jesus by giving us a summary statement of what happened to Him during from the time He was twelve years old until He began His public ministry.


b.  The first and most important thing that Jesus did was that He kept on advancing in wisdom.  Wisdom is the combination of both the knowledge and application of the word of God.  It is the most important thing any of us do in life.  We cannot apply what we do not know.  Jesus kept reading the Scriptures located in the synagogue in Nazareth.  He kept on attending the festivals in Jerusalem and listening to the teachings of the Levitical priests and Rabbis.


c.  As believers and especially applicable to communicators of the word of God, there is no time in life when we should discontinue advancing in wisdom.  There is a certain amount of common sense that we all need to live in life, but the wisdom of God is invaluable in life; for we take that wisdom with us to heaven when we die.



(1)  Prov 1:5a, “A wise man will hear and increase in learning,”



(2)  Prov 2:2a, “Make your ear attentive to wisdom,”



(3)  Prov 3:3-4, “Do not let kindness and truth leave you; bind them around your neck, write them on the tablet of your heart.  So you will find favor and good repute in the sight of God and man.”



(4)  Prov 3:13, “How blessed is the man who finds wisdom; and the man who gains understanding.”



(5)  Prov 4:7, “The beginning of wisdom is: Acquire wisdom; and with all your acquiring, get understanding.”



(6)  Prov 9:10, “The fear of the Lord is the beginning of wisdom, and the knowledge of the Holy One is understanding.”



(7)  Prov 11:2, “When pride comes, then comes dishonor, but with the humble is wisdom.”



(8)  Prov 19:8, “He who gets wisdom loves his own soul; He who keeps understanding will find good.”



(9)  Isa 11:2, “The Spirit of the Lord will rest on Him, the spirit of wisdom and understanding, the spirit of counsel and strength, the spirit of knowledge and the fear of the Lord.”


d.  In addition to the wisdom of the word of God, Jesus also grew in physical or bodily stature.  He was not deformed or emaciated in any way.  He grew to His full manhood and had a perfect healthy body and strong physical stature from working in the carpentry shop all day.  Jesus was no weakling, nor was He ‘Mr. Universe’ (the title of the world’s best body builder).  He was an ideal Greek—perfect in body and mind; and you can be assured that this point was not lost on Luke’s Greek audience, Theophilus and others.

2.  “and favor with God and men.”

a.  Luke then adds a third quality in the development of Jesus as He grew from being a boy to being a man.  He kept on advancing in favor with God and men.


b.  Jesus grew in favor with God by doing the following:



(1)  He kept on being obedient to the will of God, which meant that He continued to honor His father and mother and obey all the other commandments of the Law.



(2)  He continued to live without committing any sin, remaining impeccable for His future mission on the Cross.



(3)  He continued to grow in grace toward others and the knowledge of the word of God.



(4)  He continued to be filled with the Spirit and occupied with the Father’s will, plan, and purpose and His personal sense of destiny.


c.  Jesus grew in favor with men by doing the following:



(1)  He continued to exhibit unconditional love toward all people.  He was never critical or judgmental of others, but gracious, thoughtful, considerate, and kind to others whether they deserved it or not.  Jesus got along with everyone and everyone liked Him.



(2)  He continued to be righteous in the sight of others by His observance of the commandments and fulfillment of the Law.  He continued to attend synagogue and the festivals, demonstrating His love of the God of Israel and the word of God.



(3)  He continued to work hard, obey His parents, and provide for His family even after the death of Joseph.  He did not allow Himself or His family to become a burden on the community.

3.  Commentators’ comments.


a.  “His physical, intellectual, moral, spiritual development was perfect.  ‘At each stage he was perfect for that stage’ (Plummer).  This is ideal manhood to have the favor of God and men.”


b.  “A second note about Jesus’ growth concludes the introductory section.  The mention of both God and humans is a way of saying all perceived this growth.  Whereas John grew in spirit (Lk 1:80), Jesus grew in wisdom, stature, and favor.  This difference is yet another indication of superiority.  The reference to wisdom has to do with a growth in Jesus’ insight.  hēlikia probably addresses growth in physical stature.  Such a note of physical growth for a major figure is not unusual (see Josephus speaking of Moses).  The reference to grace has to do with moral growth and favorable perception (Prov 3:3).  Luke pictures Jesus’ growth very naturally.”


c.  “Jesus is a wonderful example for all young people to follow.  He grew in a balanced way without neglecting any part of life, and His priority was to do the will of His Father.  He knew how to listen and how to ask the right questions.  He learned how to work, and He was obedient to His parents.  The Boy Jesus grew up in a large family, in a despised city, nurtured by parents who were probably poor.  The Jewish religion was at an all-time low, the Roman government was in control, and society was in a state of fear and change.  Yet when Jesus emerged from Nazareth, eighteen years later, the Father was able to say of Him, ‘You are My beloved Son; in You I am well pleased” (Lk 3:22).”


d.  “That He continued to grow in wisdom thereafter [after the age of twelve] is proof of His true humanity.”


e.  “We glean from the rest of the Gospels that Joseph must have died during this period (before Jesus began His ministry).  From Mk 6:3 we learn that Jesus had four brothers: James (who wrote the epistle of that name), Joses [Joseph Jr.], Judas (who wrote Jude), and Simon, as well as two or more sisters.  Furthermore, this verse tells us Jesus was Himself a carpenter like His foster-father.  Now this fact must be related to the fact that He progressed in favor with men.  What kind of carpenter was He?  He must have been a good one, indeed, the best; He obviously was both upright and fair as well as sensible to gain favor with His customers, for everyone in business knows how difficult it is to please all customers.  We also know it was His custom to attend synagogue regularly (Lk 4:16).  That is all Scripture tells us of this eighteen-year period.  Jesus’ trade as a carpenter is well known, but consider the implications.  He earned money to stay alive like you and me; He made [excellent products that He sold].  Jesus, the carpenter, has ennobled all honest work, for He would have dealt with money, purchased wood, and bargained over the price of His merchandise.  He gave an honest deal, and grew in favor with men.  He teaches us the dignity of honest labor no matter how humble it may be,”


f.  “He was not a prodigy in the sense that he was abnormal.  ‘Increased’ [kept on advancing] means that there was growth in His size, consciousness, and comprehension of events.  He was perfect in every stage as He attained it.  He was free from the flaws that disfigure the rest of men at each stage of growth.”


g.  “An absolutely perfect human being living among men could not fail to be attractive until His public ministry brought Him into collision with their prejudices and sins.”


h.  “Most of the pictures of Jesus are too weak.  He must have grown into a strong, impressive, commanding figure.  These pale, anemic Christs ought to be abolished from our imagination.”
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