John 1:1
Luke 2:31



 is the accusative direct object from the neuter singular relative pronoun HOS, meaning “which” and referring to the salvation just mentioned at the end of the previous verse.  With this we have the second person singular aorist active indicative from the verb HETOIMAZW, which means “to prepare.”


The aorist tense is a culminative aorist, which views the action in its entirety, but emphasizes its conclusion.  This is brought out in translation by use of the English helping verb “have.”


The active voice indicates that God the Father produced the action.


The indicative mood is declarative for a simple statement of fact.

“which You have prepared”
 is the preposition KATA plus the accusative of place from the neuter singular noun PROSWPON, meaning “in the presence.”
  Finally, we have the genitive of the whole from the masculine plural adjective PAS plus the article and noun LAOS, meaning “of all peoples.”

“in the presence of all peoples,”
Lk 2:31 corrected translation
“which You have prepared in the presence of all peoples,”
Explanation:
1.  “which You have prepared”

a.  This verse is the conclusion of the sentence begun two verses ago.  The sentence so far now reads: “Now You are letting Your slave depart, Lord, in peace, according to Your word; because my eyes have seen Your salvation, which You have prepared in the presence of all peoples,”


b.  The relative pronoun “which” refers back to the word “salvation.”  Hence, the expanded translation would be “which salvation.”  The subject of the statement “You” is a reference to God the Father.  The action God the Father has taken is to prepare His salvation.  God the Father has prepared His salvation.  He has done so by bringing His Messiah into the world to be the Lamb of God who takes away the sins of the world.  What are some of the ways in which the Father prepared our so great salvation?



(1)  In eternity past God the Father planned our eternal salvation and made it a part of the divine decrees.



(2)  As a part of that plan, God the Father asked God the Son to be the Savior of the world and He agreed.



(3)  God the Father sent the Son, Jn 20:21b, “as the Father has sent Me, I also send you.”



(4)  The Father prepared the Son physically to come to do His will, Heb 10:5, “When He comes into the world, He says, ‘…a body You have prepared for Me’;”



(5)  The Father prepared the Son mentally to come to do His will, Heb 10:7, “Behold, I have come…to do Your will, O God.”



(6)  The Father prepared the Son spiritually to come to do His will:




(a)  Isa 11:2, “And the Spirit of the Lord will rest on Him, the Spirit of wisdom and understanding, the Spirit of counsel and knowledge, and occupation with the Lord.”




(b)  Isa 42:1 quoted in Mt 12:18, “Behold My Servant [Jesus Christ], whom I sustain.  My Chosen One, in whom My soul delights.  I have put My Spirit on Him.”




(c)  Mt 12:28, “Jesus said, ‘If I cast out demons by the Spirit of God [and I do], then the kingdom has come to you.’”




(d)  Lk 4:14, “Jesus returned to Galilee in the power of the Spirit.”



(7)  God the Father prepared the Son through testing, Mt 4:1ff.



(8)  God the Father prepared the Son through the things which He suffered, Heb 5:8.

2.  “in the presence of all peoples,”

a.  God’s preparation of His salvation is done in the presence of all peoples, which mean that the whole world will be witnesses to the sacrifice of the Lamb of God, who takes away the sins of the world.  The work of the Lord Jesus Christ on the cross (and His whole ministry) was done publicly for all to see.  There were people there from throughout the Roman Empire.

b.  The phrase “all peoples” is often mentioned by commentators as referring to the Gentiles, which it true.  But Luke’s emphasis here is on “all” peoples and not just the Gentiles.  Luke’s intent is to make certain that his Gentile audience (Theophilus) understands that God’s salvation was not prepared for just the Jews, but for the entire world, 1 Jn 2:2, “In fact He is the propitiation for our sins, and not for ours only, but also for the entire world.”


c.  The birth of Jesus was public.  The presentation of Jesus in the temple was public.  The life of Jesus was public.  The ministry of Jesus was public.  The sacrifice of Jesus was public.  The resurrection of Jesus was public.  The ascension of Jesus was public.  Jn 18:20, “Jesus answered him, ‘I have spoken publicly to the world; I always taught in the synagogue and in the temple, where all the Jews assemble; indeed I spoke nothing in secret.”

3.  Commentators’ comments.


a.  “Simeon describes the divinely promised salvation.  The relative pronoun (which) refers back to the salvation mentioned in Lk 2:30.  It is a salvation that God prepares.  The reference ‘which You prepared’ points to God’s design of salvation in history, a design that included a deliverer coming through Israel.  This salvation should not catch people by surprise, since it was expected.  The salvation was not only designed, it was prepared before a vast throng.  The phrase ‘in the presence of all the people’ identifies a large audience and has produced some discussion.  Does LAWN refer only to Israel, as the plural reference to ‘peoples’ in Acts 4:27 suggests?  Or does the term refer to both Israel and the Gentiles, suggesting a note of universalism in Luke for the first time?  Both the OT background and the parallelism of Lk 2:32, which refers to both racial groups, indicate a universal reference (Isa 55:5; 60:5; 61:9).  Thus, God intends to extend to all the salvation that comes in Jesus.  Though the language looks at salvation’s preparation in the sight of all, the following verse makes clear that participation in that salvation also extends to every racial group.  All will see what Jesus has done, and each group will share in its benefits.”


b.  “Simeon’s song is a missionary hymn, which is something unusual for a devout Jew standing in the temple.  He sees this great salvation going out to the Gentiles!  Jesus has restored the glory to Israel and brought the light to the Gentiles so that all people can be saved (Lk 2:10).  Remember that the compassion of Christ for the whole world is one of Luke’s major themes.”


c.  “The Messiah is the Source of salvation, as His name Jesus indicates.  In all three of the hymns of thanksgiving and praise recorded by Luke in his first two chapters lie the deep significance of the births of John and Jesus for the salvation of Israel and the world.  Simeon noted that the Messiah was to be for the Gentiles as well as for Israel.  The idea of salvation for the Gentiles is set forth many times in the Gospel of Luke.”


d.  “In Lk 2:30, 32, ‘salvation’ is set in apposition with ‘light’ (Isa 51:4–5), and in Lk 2:31–32 salvation for ‘all peoples’ is clarified as ‘revelation to the Gentiles’ (Isa 49:6; 49:9) and ‘glory to your people Israel’ (Isa 46:13; 60:1, 19).  This complex patterning leaves us in no doubt that the salvation that God has brought is universal in its reach.”


e.  “The salvation of which Simeon sang is universal in its offer—‘which you have prepared in the sight of all people, a light for revelation to the Gentiles and for glory to your people Israel’ (verses 31–32).  This is especially significant for Gentiles (the majority of the world’s population).  We were sung about in the Jewish temple by a prophet as he held the Messiah in his arms!  Jesus is our ‘light’ in this dark world, he is our salvation, and he is at the same time the ‘glory [of] … Israel.’  Christ, a light to Gentiles, is the full realization of Israel’s glory.”


f.  “The fact that this plural (peoples) does, indeed, include every people on earth is brought out in the next lines.”
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