John 1:1
Luke 2:30



 is the causal use of the conjunction HOTI, meaning “because,”
 followed by the third person plural aorist active indicative from the verb EIDON, meaning “to see: seen.”


The culminative aorist regards the action in its entirety as a fact with emphasis on its completion.  This is brought out in translation by use of the English auxiliary verb “has/have.”


The active voice indicates that Simeon’s eyes have produced the action.


The indicative mood is declarative for a simple statement of fact.

This is followed by the nominative subject from the masculine plural article and noun OPHTHALMOS with the possessive genitive from the first person singular personal pronoun EGW, meaning “my eyes.”

“because my eyes have seen”
 is the accusative direct object from the neuter singular article and adjective SWTĒRIOS, used as a substantive, with the possessive genitive from the second person singular personal pronoun SU, meaning “Your salvation”
 and referring to the person of the SWTĒR, the Savior.

“Your salvation,”
Lk 2:30 corrected translation
“because my eyes have seen Your salvation,”
Explanation:
1.  “because my eyes have seen”

a.  This verse is the continuation of the sentence begun in the previous verse.  The entire sentence thus far reads: “Now You are letting Your slave depart, Lord, in peace, according to Your word; because my eyes have seen Your salvation,”.  Simeon knows that he can now die in peace, because he has seen the Messiah, Who is described here as God’s salvation provided for Simeon.


b.  Simeon declares the fact that he has seen something with his own eyes.  This is the fulfillment of the Holy Spirit’s revelation to him that he would not die until he saw the Messiah with his own eyes (verse 26).  The promise of the Holy Spirit has now been confirmed empirically for him.  God’s evidence of His eternal salvation for all mankind is right there before Simeon’s eyes, just as it is now right before us in the word of God.  Simeon had the empirical evidence of God’s salvation visually and we have it in writing.

2.  “Your salvation,”

a.  This phrase is a title for the incarnate Lord Jesus Christ, the second person of the Trinity, the Messiah, the Savior.  The Lord Jesus Christ is God’s the Father eternal salvation of the souls of mankind.


b.  The Lord Jesus Christ is the Father’s salvation of those who believe in Him, His work, that is, the execution of the Father’s plan.  God the Father provides salvation for us through the person of the Lord Jesus Christ.  The Father wants us saved from our constant desire to sin and our state of sinfulness.  The Lord Jesus Christ provides that salvation for us on behalf of the Father.  Simeon understood all this, believed it, and was rewarded for his belief by seeing his Savior in the flesh before he died.


c.  Isa 49:6, “He [God the Father] says, ‘It is too small a thing that You [God the Son] should be My Servant to raise up the tribes of Jacob and to restore the preserved ones of Israel [to be the Savior of just the Jewish believers]; I will also make You [Jesus Christ] a light of the nations [Gentiles], so that My salvation may reach to the end of the earth.”


d.  Isa 52:10, “The Lord has bared His holy arm [God the Son] in the sight of all the nations, that all the ends of the earth may see the salvation of our God.”

3.  Commentators’ comments.


a.  “Simeon’s having seen God’s salvation is the reason he can ask for release from his post.  The interesting feature of this verse is that seeing God’s salvation is linked directly to seeing Jesus, so that a strong tie exists between salvation and the one who personifies it.  This connection in turn relates to the idea of Israel’s consolation in verse 25.  Fulfillment has come in Jesus, and so Simeon can die in peace.  The idea that the person of Jesus is at the center of soteriology [the doctrine of salvation] is a keystone of Luke’s Christology [the doctrine of the person and work of Christ].  With Jesus’ birth, salvation comes.  But though the motif is not explicit incarnation like John’s [Jn 1:1-14], it is clear that in Luke’s theology salvation comes and God comes because Jesus the Messiah has come.  The idea of one’s seeing God’s salvation has OT echoes (Isa 40:5; 52:10; Ps 98:2; Lk 3:6).  The association of joy with seeing God’s salvation appears again in Lk 10:23–24.  For Luke, Messiah’s coming is at the center of salvation.  The mood of joy in this text dominates the rest of the passage.”


b.  “God’s ‘salvation,’ might be rendered ‘instrument of salvation’.  In the NT ‘salvation’ appears only in Lk 2:30; 3:6; Acts 28:28; Eph 6:17.  In Lk 3:6 and Acts 28:28, it is used in contexts that emphasize the universalism of God’s salvation, which ‘all flesh shall see,’ including the Gentiles.  And in each case of its appearance in Luke-Acts the Isaianic background of this terminology is evident.  Simeon identifies Jesus as this agent of salvation, practically equating the arrival of Jesus, the Lord’s Messiah, with the advent of the new era of divine consolation.”


c.  “The baby Jesus was and is God’s salvation.  Moreover, Simeon did not say, ‘My eyes have seen part of your salvation!’  Christ is totally sufficient.  He is all we need!”


d.  “By looking at this baby his own eyes saw the thing God had done to save the world.”
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