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

 is the continuative use of the conjunction KAI, meaning “And,” followed by the third person plural imperfect deponent middle/passive indicative from the verb POREUOMAI, which means “to go, journey, travel, or proceed.”


The imperfect tense is a descriptive imperfect, which describes a continuous, past action without reference to its conclusion: “was traveling.”


The permissive middle voice, in which “the subject allows something to be done to himself or herself.  The permissive middle implies that volition lay not with the subject but that consent or permission or toleration was wrung from the subject.  With the permissive middle the subject does not perform the action.  
The permissive middle always implies acknowledgment, consent, toleration, or permission of the action of the verb.”


The indicative mood is declarative for a simple statement of fact.

Then we have the nominative subject from the masculine plural adjective PAS, meaning “everyone.”  This is followed by the present middle infinitive from the verb APOGRAPHW, which means “to register.”


The present tense is a descriptive present, describing what was occurring at that time.


The middle voice is an indirect or dynamic middle, which emphasizes the personal responsibility of each person to produce the action.


The infinitive is an infinitive of purpose, indicating the purpose for traveling.

“And everyone was traveling to register,”
 is the appositional nominative subject from the masculine singular adjective HEKASTOS, meaning “each person.”  Finally, we have the preposition EIS plus the accusative of place from the feminine singular article and noun POLIS with the possessive genitive from the third person masculine singular reflexive pronoun HEAUTOU, meaning “to his own city.”

“each person to his own city.”
Lk 2:3 corrected translation
“And everyone was traveling to register, each person to his own city.”
Explanation:
1.  “And everyone was traveling to register,”

a.  Luke continues the story of the birth of Jesus by describing the reason why Joseph and Mary had to travel the 80-100 miles from the area of Galilee to the city of Bethlehem, south of Jerusalem.  Caesar Augustus had decreed a census or registration of all the people in the Empire be made and a Roman military official named Quirinius was in charge of this registration in the Roman Province of Syria to which Judea, Samaria, and Galilee belonged.  (All the lands north of Egypt and south of Asia Minor were the Roman province of Syria.)


b.  Because of this decree to be registered, everyone was traveling to the native city of the family.  Regardless of where a person currently resided they had to return to the city of their birth or family heritage.  For Joseph and Mary this meant going to the city of their family’s heritage.  Since they were both in the lineage of David, they had to return to the city of David’s birth, Bethlehem.


c.  So the roads were packed with people going in all different directions to get to their respective cities to register.  The Bed and Breakfasts, the hotels, motels, inns, and stay-on-a-farm residences were all constantly packed with people coming and going.

2.  “each person to his own city.”

a.  Since each person had to go to the city that belonged to his or her own heritage, and Joseph and Mary both went to the same city together, this may be an indication that they were both originally from Bethlehem.  It is possible they were both born there, but moved away to Nazareth several years prior to this.  Thus the requirement to return to Bethlehem for the registration.  Luke tells us in verse 5 that they were engaged, but Mt 1:24 says that Joseph had already taken her as his wife.  So the fact that they both had to go to Bethlehem seems to indicate that Mary was also in the line of David or that she went with him as his wife.  But since the Jews considered an engagement to be more like a marriage than we do in our society, they are traveling together as a married couple according to Mt 1:24, and it has now been nine months since Mary became pregnant by the Holy Spirit.  The Romans probably permitted the wife and children to travel with the head of the family and be registered with him.  However, the subject “each person” seems to indicate individual responsibility in the registration for those who are not married.  However, the Jews considered an engaged couple to be ‘married’ in a sense that we do not.


b.  The word ‘city’ refers to the city of David, Bethlehem, as mentioned by Luke in the next verse.  This was clearly the city of Joseph, which further proves that he was in the line of David and that our Lord is in the line of David through adoption by Joseph.  If Bethlehem is also the native city of Mary or if Mary is in the line of David through her father, then our Lord is also in the line of David genetically.  So it may be that God wanted the Gentiles to recognize our Lord’s lineage through adoption (the Roman custom) and the Jews recognize our Lord’s lineage through genetics.  In either case, our Lord is recognized as the son of David and true king of Israel.


c.  “All the Jews go to the enrollment, each to his own city.  This intends to say that the Jews followed their own system of enrollment, each person’s name, standing, property, etc., being entered in the family record that was kept at the place which was considered the family seat.  To follow this system of enrollment for taxation entailed much travel and inconvenience as we see in the case of Joseph and Mary.  But the fact remains that this system was followed and 

not the far easier Roman way of recording each man’s data where he happened to be living.  The empire included so many different peoples that one method could not have been carried through among all of them.”

3.  Commentators’ comments.


a.  “A number of papyri in Egypt have the heading ‘enrollment by household.’  Here again Luke is vindicated [as a historian].  Each man went to the town where his family register was kept.”


b.  “In Luke’s description of the response to the census, no mention is made of trouble that could suggest that this census is the a.d. 6 census, which Luke knows produced problems (Acts 5:37).  All who were subject to the census went to be registered in their own cities.  The allusion to Joseph’s journeying to his ancestral home is unusual for a Roman census.  Journeying to one’s ancestral home is unprecedented, but fits nicely with Jewish custom.  The census, which could be controversial, uses customs that would be the least offensive.  For Jews, an ancestral registration would be a most natural way to sign up for taxes (2 Sam 24).  So each one travels to his own city to register, and Joseph heads for the Davidic city of Bethlehem.”


c.  “Mary and Joseph were already husband and wife [Mt 1:24, which says that Joseph took her as his wife], but since they did not consummate the marriage until after Jesus was born, she is called his ‘espoused wife” (Mt 1:18–25). “


d.  “For the census Joseph and Mary went to Bethlehem, Joseph’s ancestral home.  Joseph was a descendant of David (Lk 1:27), who was born in Bethlehem.  Some have argued that it seems strange that people were not registered in the places where they currently lived. However, other instances of the same practice are known.  Mary accompanied Joseph for several reasons.  The couple knew she would have the Baby during the time Joseph was gone, and they most likely did not want to be separated at that event.  Also both of them knew that the Child was the Messiah.  They also would have known that the Messiah was to be born in Bethlehem (Micah 5:2, ‘But you, Bethlehem Ephrathah, though you are small among the clans of Judah, out of you will come for me one who will be ruler over Israel’).”


e.  “Little is known about the practices involved in census-taking, so it is difficult to know if the procedure outlined in 2:3 (‘all went to their own towns’) reflects historical conventions in the East or accommodation to Jewish concerns with ancestral heritage or some other phenomenon.”


f.  “Specific historical notices sometimes light up dark points in the Bible.  For example, a British Museum decree of Gaius Vibius Maximus, prefect of Egypt (a.d. 104), ordered all who were out of their districts to return to their homes in view of the approaching census (cf. Lk. 2:1–5).”


g.  “Although Egyptian census records show that people had to return to their homes for a tax census, the home to which they returned was where they owned property, not simply where they were born (censuses registered persons according to property).  Joseph thus must have still held property in Bethlehem; if the tax census of a.d. 6 is any indication, he might not have had to register for any property in Galilee.”
  If Joseph still held property in Bethlehem, then why did the couple end up in a stable?  Why didn’t they go to the property they still owned?


h.  “In those days citizens were tax-exempt and taxes were only levied on subjugated people (how times have changed!).  These taxes were levied on real property which generally would be the place of residence.  However, the Jewish law of the Jubilee ensured a family’s tenure of real property in perpetuity; so, while Joseph lived in Nazareth, his legal domicile was Bethlehem, for that is where the property holdings of the Davidic household were (1 Sam 16:1).  Thus we find Rome ensured that the Messiah was born in Bethlehem, and Jesus’ Davidic descent is permanently attested!  There is poignant significance in the fact that though Rome dictated Jesus’ birthplace, one of the Messiah’s functions is to free Israel from foreign bondage!  Mary and Joseph’s journey was a considerable undertaking, for they left Nazareth which was 1,200 feet above sea level, probably followed the normal route down the Jordan Valley to avoid Samaria, and descended to 800 feet below sea level at Jericho, a distance of some eighty miles.  Then they would have climbed 3,600 feet to Jerusalem in fifteen miles, an arduous, steep climb, and finally traversed the last five miles to Bethlehem.  The Bible presents Mary and Joseph as abjectly poor; consequently, it is highly unlikely that they owned an ass.  Mary, the mother of your Savior, made this journey, a distance of over one hundred miles, on foot.  Consider this for a moment: a mother-to-be carrying her first child, late in her pregnancy, walking one hundred miles, climbing 3,600 feet in fifteen miles.  Jesus was born in Bethlehem at the expense of great personal hardship and sacrifice.  Spare a thought, too, for Joseph, for how that righteous man must have grieved to see his beloved subjected to all this unnecessary pain, simply because of the decree of the despised foreign conqueror.”


i.  “And now the poor couple’s forced journey to Bethlehem to pay taxes would set the stage for the fulfillment of Micah 5:2.  They appeared to be helpless pawns caught in the movements of secular history, but every move was under the hand of Almighty God.”
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