John 1:1
Luke 2:24
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 is the additive use of the conjunction KAI, meaning “and,” followed by the genitive neuter singular articular aorist active infinitive of the verb DIDWMI, which means “to give; to offer.”


The aorist tense is a constative/futuristic aorist, which views the action in its entirety as a fact.


The active voice indicates that Joseph and Mary will produce the action.


The subjunctive mood is a subjunctive of purpose.

Then we have the accusative direct object from the feminine singular noun THUSIA, meaning “the sacrifice.”  This is followed by the preposition KATA plus the adverbial accusative of reference from the neuter singular articular perfect passive participle of the verb EIPON, which means “to be said: was said.”


The preposition with the accusative case is translated “according to.”


The article functions as a relative pronoun, translated “that which” or “what.”


The perfect tense is an intensive perfect, which emphasizes the present state of being as a result of a past, completed action.


The passive voice indicates that the subject received the action of being said.


The participle is circumstantial.

Next we have the preposition EN plus the locative of place from the masculine singular article and noun NOMOS with the possessive genitive or genitive of identity from the masculine singular noun KURIOS, meaning “in the Law of the Lord.”

“and to offer the sacrifice according to what was said in the Law of the Lord,”
 is the accusative direct object from the neuter singular noun ZEUGOS, meaning “a pair.”
  With this we have the genitive of identity or descriptive genitive from the feminine plural noun TRUGWN, meaning “of turtledoves.”

Then we have the coordinating conjunction Ē, meaning “or,” followed by the accusative direct object from the masculine plural cardinal adjective DUO, meaning “two” plus the noun NOSSOS, meaning “young.”
  Finally, we have the descriptive genitive from the feminine plural noun PERISTERA, meaning “pigeons.”

“‘A pair of turtledoves or two young pigeons.’”
Lk 2:24 corrected translation
“and to offer the sacrifice according to what was said in the Law of the Lord, ‘A pair of turtledoves or two young pigeons.’”
Explanation:
1.  “and to offer the sacrifice according to what was said in the Law of the Lord,”

a.  This verse is the continuation of the sentence begun two verses ago.  The entire sentence now reads: “And when the days for their purification according to the Law of Moses were completed, they brought Him up to Jerusalem to present Him to the Lord, (just as it stands written in the Law of the Lord, ‘Every male opening the womb shall be called “Holy to the Lord”’) and to offer the sacrifice according to what was said in the Law of the Lord, ‘A pair of turtledoves or two young pigeons.’”  The main thought of the sentence without the parenthetical explanation and other qualifying clauses is: “they brought Him up to Jerusalem to present Him to the Lord and to offer the sacrifice according to what was said in the Law of the Lord.”


b.  Luke’s main thought here is the presentation/dedication of Jesus to God the Father as the firstborn male along with the payment of the appropriate redemption price and the offering of the appropriate sacrificial animal.  They brought Jesus to Jerusalem to offer the sacrifice mentioned in the Law of the Lord.  The Law of the Lord is commonly called the Mosaic Law, but it is not Moses’ law; it is God’s law.


c.  What was said in the Law of the Lord is the subject that follows in the next clause and is a quotation from:



(1)  Lev 5:5-7,
“So it shall be when he becomes guilty in one of these, that he shall confess that in which he has sinned.  He shall also bring his guilt offering to the Lord for his sin which he has committed, a female from the flock, a lamb or a goat as a sin offering. So the priest shall make atonement on his behalf for his sin.  But if he cannot afford a lamb, then he shall bring to the Lord his guilt offering for that in which he has sinned, two turtledoves or two young pigeons, one for a sin offering and the other for a burnt offering.”  One of the sins that is mentioned prior to this is touching anything unclean (verse 3), which includes the issue of blood and other bodily fluids from childbirth.



(2)  Compare also Lev 12:6-8, “When the days of her purification are completed, for a son or for a daughter, she shall bring to the priest at the doorway of the tent of meeting a one year old lamb for a burnt offering and a young pigeon or a turtledove for a sin offering.  Then he shall offer it before the Lord and make atonement for her, and she shall be cleansed from the flow of her blood. This is the law for her who bears a male or a female.  But if she cannot afford a lamb, then she shall take two turtledoves or two young pigeons, the one for a burnt offering and the other for a sin offering; and the priest shall make atonement for her, and she will be clean.”

2.  “‘A pair of turtledoves or two young pigeons.’”

a.  The two different birds mentioned here are the TRUGWN and the PERISTERA.  Which name is used for which bird is debated, since both names were used for turtledoves and for pigeons.  The fact the birds had to be “young” birds indicates that they had to be baby birds, which represented the baby being presented to the Lord.

b.  The sin offering was made to indicate that a death had to take place to atone for the sin of uncleanness incurred by the flow of blood from the mother.


c.  The burnt offering was made “to make the offerer and his/her sacrifice acceptable before God and pleasing to Him.  It seems that both expiation and propitiation are involved (Lev. 1:3f, 9, 13, 17).”
  The burnt offering portrays propitiation, Lev 1:1-9.  The physical death of the animal was a picture of the substitutionary spiritual death of our Lord on the cross.


d.  Curiously no commentator mentions the fact that Mary offered a ‘sin offering’ for herself.  Clearly she didn’t consider herself to be sinless.
3.  Commentators’ comments.


a.  “Luke now introduces the second way in which the parents fulfilled the law: participation in the sacrifice of purification.  The wording, though alluding to the instruction of Lev 12:8, is closer to the wording of Lev 5:11 LXX regarding the sin offering.  The peculiar wording means either that a Semitic source is present or that Joseph’s offering is alluded to as well through the Lev 5 reference [if Joseph helped in the delivery of the child then he too would have been ‘unclean’ from touching blood.]  The piety of Jesus’ parents is the point.  They obeyed the law.  In making their offering with the birds instead of the lamb, they chose the sacrifice that was to be offered by the poor.  As they drew near to the temple to make the offering, startling words of testimony came from two elderly prophets.”


b.  “Their humble sacrifice would suggest that they were too poor to bring a lamb (2 Cor. 8:9).  But He was the Lamb!”
  “The offering which they presented for her purification showed that they were a poor couple.  They could not afford a lamb, so they bought a pair of doves or pigeons, which were all they could afford.”
  It is possible that all of their income was used up in paying for lodging for 40 days in Bethlehem.

c.  “The distinction between pigeons and doves is not easy to make.  Usually species with blond or brownish coloring are designated ‘doves’ while those of darker hues are called ‘pigeons’.  The difficulty in distinguishing these birds is also to be seen in Scripture in that, of the several varieties found in Palestine, only the turtledove is given a separate name (Hebrew tôr).  In Israelite sacrifices turtledoves and pigeons could be offered instead of animals from the herd or flock.  This was a provision for the poorer members of the nation (Lev 5:7).  In certain cases of sacrifices for purification, i.e., at childbirth (12:6, 8), from a skin disease (14:22, 30), from a bodily discharge (15:14, 29), and after a necessary violation of the Nazirite vow (Num 6:10), turtledoves and pigeons were the required victims, not optional ones.  The exclusive use of these birds by Mary and Joseph at the presentation of Jesus in the temple highlights their relative poverty.”


d.  “Ceremonial impurity also occurred as a result of bodily emissions: semen, menstrual flow, and other discharges (Lev 15).  Purification in such cases came as a result of bathing, lapse of a prescribed time, and sometimes an offering.  (The ceremonial aspect of this kind of ‘uncleanness,’ i.e., that it was not simply physical uncleanness, is shown by the fact that bathing alone did not remove it.)  The rules regarding the menstrual period are found in verses 19–24.  Similar rules of purification applied to childbirth (Lev 12), probably because of the discharge of blood that accompanied it.”


e.  “Jesus’ parents fulfill the law of Moses properly and piously.  The particular sacrifice they offer indicates that they are poor.  Following the custom, Mary would lay hands on the pigeons, then a priest would take them to the southwest corner of the altar, wringing one bird’s neck as a sin offering and burning the other as a whole burnt offering.”


f.  “This repetition of ‘the Law’ invites the careful reader to consider the sacrifice of two doves carefully, for the Law only allowed this exception in cases of acute poverty.  Consider this for a moment: Mary’s son was no ordinary son but the Son of God, and both Mary and Joseph knew this.  Surely this couple, of all couples, would have provided the stipulated sacrifice of a lamb for this Son of all sons had it been humanly possible?  Of course they would, for both were virtuous, God-fearing people.  If they had owned an ass they would have sold it for a lamb; if the shepherds had given them a lamb they would have recognized God’s provision of the sacrifice.  So much, then, for the traditions that Mary rode an ass from Nazareth to Bethlehem and that the shepherds brought a lamb as a gift for the Babe.  Scripture is graphic in its description of Mary’s poverty—she and Joseph were unusually poor.  It is also graphic in describing the world’s neglect of its Savior’s custodians.”


g.  “It has been argued that this is evidence that the Magi had not yet come.  But their gifts, even if they had already offered them, would not have raised Mary’s condition from poverty to riches.”
  That is true, but the gold alone would be more than enough to pay for a lamb.
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