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

 is the continuative use of the conjunction KAI, meaning “And,” followed by the temporal conjunction HOTE, meaning “when.”  Then we have the third person plural aorist passive indicative from the verb PIMPLĒMI, which means “to be fulfilled or completed.”


The aorist tense is a culminative aorist, which views the action in its entirety as a fact with emphasis on its past completion.  This is brought out in translation by use of the English helping verb “had.”


The passive voice indicates that the eight days received the action of being fulfilled or completed.


The indicative mood is declarative for a simple statement of fact.

This is followed by the nominative subject from the feminine plural noun HĒMERA and the cardinal adjective OKTW, which means “the eight days.”  With this we have the genitive neuter singular articular aorist active infinitive of the verb PERITEMNW, which means “to circumcise.”


The aorist tense is a constative aorist, which views the action in its entirety as a fact.


The active voice indicates that the eight days produced the action.


The infinitive is an infinitive of purpose: “for the purpose of circumcising.

Next we have the accusative direct object from the third person masculine singular personal use of the intensive pronoun AUTOS, meaning “Him” and referring to Jesus.

“And when the eight days had been fulfilled for the purpose of circumcising Him,”
 is the continuative/Hebraic use of the conjunction KAI (copying the Hebrew use of the letter/word WAW () to introduce clauses.  Here it introduces the apodosis to the temporal clause that preceded it.  As such it can be translated “then.”  (“The kai has the sense of ‘then’ in the apodosis.”
)  Next we have the third person singular aorist passive indicative from the verb KALEW, which means “to be called; to be named.”


The aorist tense is a constative/historical aorist, which views the action in its entirety as a fact.


The passive voice indicates that Jesus received the action of being named/called something.


The indicative mood is declarative for a simple statement of fact.

This is followed by the nominative subject from the neuter singular article and noun ONOMA with the possessive genitive from the third person masculine singular personal use of the intensive pronoun AUTOS, meaning “His name.”  Then we have the nominative of appellation from the masculine singular proper noun IĒSOUS, translated as “Jesus” and meaning ‘Savior’.

“then His name was called “Jesus”,”
 is the appositional nominative subject from the neuter singular articular aorist passive participle of the verb KALEW, which means “to be called; to be named.”


The article functions as a relative pronoun with an embedded demonstrative pronoun, meaning “that which.”


The aorist tense is a constative/historical aorist, which views the action in its entirety as a fact.


The passive voice indicates that the name Jesus received the action of being named by the angel.


The participle is circumstantial.

Then we have the preposition HUPO plus the ablative of agency from the masculine singular article and noun AGGELOS, meaning “by the angel.”

“that which was named by the angel”
 is the preposition PRO plus the adverbial genitive of time from the neuter singular articular aorist passive infinitive of the verb SULLAMBANW, which means “to be conceived.”


The aorist tense is a constative/historical aorist, which views the action in its entirety as a fact.


The passive voice indicates that Jesus received the action of being conceived.


The infinitive is an infinitive of time in this construction with PRO.
  The phrase is translated “before being conceived.”

Next we have the accusative ‘subject of the infinitive’ from the third person masculine singular personal use of the intensive pronoun AUTOS, meaning “He” and referring to Jesus.  Finally we have the preposition EN plus the locative of place from the feminine singular article and noun KOILIA, meaning “in the womb.”

“before He was conceived in the womb.”
Lk 2:21 corrected translation
“And when the eight days had been fulfilled for the purpose of circumcising Him, then His name was called “Jesus”, that which was named by the angel before He was conceived in the womb.”
Explanation:
1.  “And when the eight days had been fulfilled for the purpose of circumcising Him,”

a.  Luke continues the story of the life of Jesus by moving the narrative forward to eight days after the birth of Jesus and tells us about the circumcision of Jesus.  The Mosaic Law required the circumcision of all Jewish males eight days after their birth according to Lev 12:2-4, “Speak to the sons of Israel, saying: ‘When a woman gives birth and bears a male child, then she shall be unclean for seven days, as in the days of her menstruation she shall be unclean.  On the eighth day the flesh of his foreskin shall be circumcised.  Then she shall remain in the blood of her purification for thirty-three days; she shall not touch any consecrated thing, nor enter the sanctuary until the days of her purification are completed.’”

b.  Joseph and Mary did not leave Bethlehem during these eight days.  They didn’t go up to Jerusalem for another month as we see in the next verse compared with the requirement of Lev 12:3-4 just quoted.  So they remained in Bethlehem during which time Joseph and Mary were able to register for the Roman census.


c.  At some point after the birth of Jesus Joseph was either able to find a place for them to stay and perform the circumcision or they were able to do so in the local synagogue.  Jesus was not circumcised in the same stall in a barn where He was born.  A room probably opened up in one of the inns (motels) or friends or relatives were able to take them in.  After the people living in Bethlehem heard the story of the shepherds it is not difficult to imagine many people opening their homes in hospitality to the ‘Savior’ who had just been born.


d.  So Jesus was circumcised according to the Law, which would remind Him every day of His adult life of Abraham’s obedience to Him and His obedience of the Father’s will.

2.  “then His name was called “Jesus”,”

a.  It was at this ceremony that Jesus formerly received His name “Jesus,” which in Hebrew/Aramaic is the name Joshua, meaning ‘JHWH is salvation’.  “The official naming of males awaited the circumcision ceremony in the case of orthodox Jews.”


b.  Joseph and Mary certainly referred to the baby by the name ‘Jesus’ after His birth and before the eight day, but the ceremony of circumcision was also the time of the formal naming of the child, just as we saw in the naming of John the Baptist at his circumcision, Lk 1:59-63.

3.  “that which was named by the angel”

a.  Luke then reminds us that the child received the name that God the Father wanted His Son to be called, as communicated by the angel Gabriel to Mary, Lk 1:31, “And behold, you will conceive in the womb and give birth to a son, and you will call his name Jesus” and by the angel that appeared to Joseph in a dream, Mt 1:25.


b.  The angel didn’t name the child; God the Father named the child.  Joseph really had no say-so in the matter, since he didn’t participate in the conception of the child.  But Joseph obeyed God in doing exactly what God wanted.  At the naming ceremony, Joseph (not Mary) would be the person formally announcing the name of the child.

4.  “before He was conceived in the womb.”

a.  Luke also reminds us that Jesus received His human name before He was conceived in Mary’s womb.  This further proves that Joseph played no part in the naming of the child.  In fact Mary also played no part in naming the child.


b.  Jesus had His human name before His circumcision, before His birth, and even before His conception.  And that human name was given to Him by God the Father in eternity past as a part of the divine decrees.


c.  This statement also indirectly states the fact that Jesus was conceived in the human womb of Mary.  As we have seen that conception took place through the act of the Holy Spirit taking the male genetic material created by God the Father and using it to fertilize the female ovum provided by Mary.  Thus Luke again reminds us that Jesus was a true human being, having been conceived in a human womb.

5.  Commentators’ comments.


a.  “Functioning as a transition, this verse could be regarded as the beginning of a new section or as the conclusion to this unit.  Most likely the verse concludes the birth narrative and forms a transition between the birth and the purification visit.  Jesus’ parents fulfill the law when they bring the child in for circumcision.  They do what any Jewish parent would do with any Jewish son.  That Jesus underwent circumcision has led many commentators to speculate on the event’s significance.  They speak of Jesus’ identifying with his people as their representative leader or as a representative human.  Such a theological significance for this event is not Luke’s concern, though it is a valid theological point implied by other passages.  However, when Jesus undergoes circumcision, He identifies with Israel, not all humans, since circumcision is a national rite.  The parents name the child with the name the angel gave.  The giving of the name is more important than the significance of Jesus’ circumcision, since it reflects a faithful response to the angel’s message, just as Zechariah had responded faithfully with the naming of John.  The word of God was obeyed.  Luke has summarized the main point of obedience.”


b.  “Though He came to deliver His people from the bondage of the Law, Jesus was ‘under the Law’ and obeyed its commands (Gal 4:1–7).  He did not come to destroy the Law but to fulfill it (Mt 5:17–18).  Jesus’ parents obeyed the Law first by having the child circumcised when He was eight days old.  This was the sign and seal of the covenant that God made with Abraham (Gen 17), and it was required of every Jewish male who wanted to practice the faith.  The Jews were proud to be God’s covenant people, and they scornfully called the Gentiles ‘the uncircumcision’ (Eph 2:11–12).  It is unfortunate that circumcision became an empty ritual for many Jews, because it proclaimed an important spiritual truth.  It symbolized the work the Savior did on the cross in dealing with our sin nature (Gal 6:15; Phil 3:1–3; Col 2:10–11).  In obedience to the Lord, Mary and Joseph gave Him the name Jesus, which means ‘Jehovah is salvation’.”


c.  “Luke presents these actions—circumcision, naming, purification, presentation, consecration—as the normal flow of events following the birth of a firstborn son in a Jewish family.  Luke’s focus remains clear. He presents Jesus’ family as obedient to the Lord, unquestionably pious. Thus: (1) they circumcise Jesus on the eighth day; (2) they give the child the name mandated by Gabriel; and they act according to the law with regard to (3) purity following childbirth, (4) bringing Jesus to Jerusalem (Ex 13:2, 12, 15) and (5) offering the sacrifice for Mary’s purification (Lev 12:8).  In effect, Luke highlights not what they do but why they do it.  Hence, these ‘normal’ occurrences direct attention to the plan of God, revealing again that Mary and Joseph are willing supporters of God’s aim, and certifying that Jesus will operate from within God’s purpose.”


d.  “The purpose of Mt 1:25b and Lk 2:21 is to explain how Jesus became Joseph’s legal son and thus to link Him to the Abrahamic Covenant and to establish His legal title to the Davidic throne.  The Jewish custom was for the boy’s parents to name him at his circumcision.  Circumcision was an outward sign of faith in the Abrahamic Covenant, specifically in God’s unconditional promise of all the land of Canaan as an everlasting possession for Abraham’s descendants (Gen 17:8), a promise which will be fulfilled literally when Jesus sets up His Millennial Kingdom.  So, in a unique sense, Christ’s advent marks the end of circumcision as a sign of faith, for He is the fulfillment of the promise which circumcision anticipates; circumcision as a religious rite thereafter is a denial that He is the fulfillment of the Abrahamic Covenant.  Luke mentions Jesus’ naming passively, but Mt 1:25 makes it clear that Joseph gave Jesus His name [in obedience to the instructions of the angel].  This is significant, for in so doing Joseph accepted Jesus as his son.  Now, as Joseph had the legal right to David’s throne, this meant that Jesus, now his adopted son, became heir to the Davidic throne!  The whole sequence was complete. Jesus was born of the virgin Mary by act of the Holy Spirit, so is sinless.  By virtue of this birth to Mary, He was of the house of David, though not the legal heir to David’s throne.  Through adoption by Joseph, however, He became the legal heir to the Davidic throne.  His birthplace, dictated by Caesar’s decree, affirms that He is of the house of David, and His circumcision confirms that He is a descendant of Abraham; so both great Old Testament covenants relating to the Messiah are attested in the circumstances surrounding His birth.  The eight-day old babe was now in position to become the Messiah, for in His person He met all the conditions which Scripture specified for the Messiah.”


e.  “The origin of the name reveals something that makes it even more precious.  Jesus is the Greek rendering of the Hebrew word Joshua, the name of the great man who succeeded Moses and led Israel into the Promised Land.  Originally, however, Joshua’s name wasn’t Joshua but Hoshea, which means ‘salvation’.  But because of his faith and leadership in believing that the Promised Land could be conquered, as Num 13:16 records, ‘Moses gave Hoshea son of Nun the name Joshua.’  And as we know, he became Israel’s greatest general.  Joshua (or Jesus) not only means ‘Jehovah is salvation’ but suggests deliverance.  It carries the idea of our being delivered by heroic action from the bondage of sin.  The name Jesus shouts to the world the heroics of the Incarnation and the cross.”
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