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

 is the transitional use of the postpositive conjunction DE, meaning “Then” plus the third person singular aorist active indicative from the verb EIPON, meaning “to say: said.”


The aorist tense is a constative/historical aorist, which views the action in its entirety as a fact.


The active voice indicates that Jesus produced the action.


The indicative mood is declarative for a simple statement of fact.

This is followed by the preposition PROS plus the accusative of place from the third person masculine singular personal use of the intensive pronoun AUTOS, meaning “to him” and referring to Zaccheus.  With this we have the nominative subject from the masculine singular article and proper noun IĒSOUS, meaning “Jesus.”

“Then Jesus said to him,”
 is the conjunction HOTI, used to introduce direct discourse and is translated as quotation marks.  Then we have the temporal adverb SĒMERON, which means “Today.”  This is followed by the nominative subject from the feminine singular noun SWTĒRIA, meaning “salvation.”  Next we have the locative of place from the masculine singular article and noun OIKOS with the adjectival use of the demonstrative pronoun HOUTOS, meaning “in this house.”  Then we have the third person singular aorist deponent middle indicative from the verb GINOMAI, which means “to happen, befall, come upon, occur, or take place.”


The culminative aorist regards the action in its entirety as a fact with emphasis on its completion.  This is brought out in translation by use of the English auxiliary verb “has.”


The deponent middle voice is middle in form but active in meaning with the subject (salvation) producing the action.


The indicative mood is declarative for a dogmatic statement of fact.

“‘Today salvation has occurred in this house,”
 is the causal use of the conjunction KATHOTI, which is used “of rationale for something, meaning: because, in view of the fact that Lk 1:7; 19:9; Acts 2:24; 17:31.”
  Next we have the adjunctive use of the conjunction KAI, meaning “also; too” plus the nominative subject from the third person masculine singular personal use of the intensive pronoun AUTOS, meaning “he.”  This is followed by the predicate nominative from the masculine singular noun HUIOS plus the genitive of relationship from the proper noun ABRAAM, meaning “a son of Abraham.”  Finally, we have the third person singular present active indicative of the verb EIMI, which means “to be: is.”


The present tense is an aoristic present, which views the state of being as a fact.


The active voice indicates Zaccheus produces the state of being a son of Abraham.


The indicative mood is declarative for a simple statement of fact.

“because he is also a son of Abraham.”
Lk 19:9 corrected translation
“Then Jesus said to him, ‘Today salvation has occurred in this house, because he is also a son of Abraham.”
Explanation:
1.  “Then Jesus said to him,”

a.  Luke continues the description of the Lord’s encounter with Zaccheus of Jericho by telling us how Jesus responded to Zaccheus’ declaration and promise to give half his money to the poor and make restitution fourfold to those he defrauded through excessive taxation.


b.  Notice that Jesus speaks to Zaccheus, since Zaccheus is the head of his household and is the one who has just spoken.  Jesus is not addressing the crowd, His disciples, or the other members of Zaccheus’ household.  He is just addressing Zaccheus, because it is Zaccheus who has been saved, not his entire household.  The rest of the people living with Zaccheus (his family, relative, servants, slaves, etc.) are not automatically saved just because he is saved.  They each have to make their own individual decisions about Christ.  All of them can be saved and may be saved, but they are not saved just because Zaccheus accepts Jesus as the Messiah.  Salvation is person and individual.  Each person must decide for themselves about Jesus being the Christ and their savior.

2.  “‘Today salvation has occurred in this house,”

a.  Jesus then makes a solemn declaration of His own, just as Zaccheus has done.  The Lord declares that salvation has occurred in this house, which means that someone (Zaccheus) has been saved through faith in Jesus.  Zaccheus responded with positive volition to the gospel message presented by Jesus to the entire dinner party.  Zaccheus listened, accepted and believed the message.  He put his faith in Christ and received eternal salvation exactly the same way each of us has been saved.


b.  The word ‘Today’ emphasizes the entire process of Zaccheus’ persistent desire to see Jesus, to find out about Him, to hear Him, and to welcome Him.  It includes all his hospitality and the resultant faith in the message that Jesus presented.


c.  The word “salvation” refers to the saving of Zaccheus’ body and soul from the lake of fire.  The perfect tense of the verb GINOMAI, meaning “to occur, take place, or happen” indicates a completed action.  This is not saying that Zaccheus will be saved some day if he keeps on being good, but says that he has been saved in the past with the result that he continues to be saved forever.  The perfect tense of the verb indicates that once we are saved, we are always saved.


d.  The phrase “in this house” means that the salvation has just taken place during this dinner party.  The time and place of Zaccheus’ salvation occurred during the dinner party, while listening to Jesus, before Zaccheus stood up to speak.  Everyone in that room at that dinner witnessed the salvation event of Zaccheus without realizing it until Jesus pointed it out.

3.  “because he is also a son of Abraham.”

a.  The Lord continues His statement with the reason why salvation has occurred in this house.  Salvation has occurred because Zaccheus is now “a son of Abraham.”  This title is another way of saying that Zaccheus is a true son of Abraham.  It is similar to Jesus’ statement about Nathanael in Jn 1:47, “Jesus saw Nathanael coming toward Him, and said concerning him, ‘Behold, a true Israelite,…”   


b.  Paul makes a similar statement and argument in Rom 9:6b-8, “For not all these [who have descended] from Israel [are] Israel; neither because they are Abraham’s seed [are] all [racial Jews] the children [of the inheritance], but ‘In Isaac your seed shall be elected [designated for blessing].’  This means the physical descendants [racial Jews], these [are] not the children of God, but the children of the promise are considered as seed.”


c.  Zaccheus was a racial Jew prior to the say of his salvation.  But today he becomes a true ‘son of Abraham’ by believing in Jesus as the Christ and becoming a child of the promise.  The promise is the promise of eternal life through faith in Christ.  Becoming a child of the promise is to become a true son of Abraham, by having the same faith in Jesus that Abraham had.  It is a spiritual descent, a spiritual heritage, a spiritual relationship with Abraham rather than a physical one.


d.  What Jesus said was an indirect way of saying that Zaccheus had now become a spiritual child of Abraham through the same faith in Jesus that Abraham had.

4.  Commentators’ comments.


a.  “Jesus responds to Zacchaeus but His remarks are intended for everyone.  Jesus comments on what has just come to pass: salvation has come to Zacchaeus and his house [not necessarily].  ‘Salvation’ describes the restored relationship that one has with God when He delivers.  The reference to ‘today’ shows that Zacchaeus’s remarks in the previous verse must be seen as expressing his resolve to change.  The reason for the extension of benefits is Zacchaeus’s heritage, which makes him eligible for blessing: he is a son of Abraham, a Jew.  [This is completely wrong.]  This purely racial designation is not meant in the broader spiritual sense that Paul uses later [again this is completely wrong].”


b.  “When a day begins, you never know how it will end.  For Zaccheus, that day ended in joyful fellowship with the Son of God, for he was now a changed man with a new life.”


c.  “Zacchaeus, a son of Abraham by birth, had a right to enter the kingdom because of his connection with Jesus.”
  Wrong!  He had the right to enter the kingdom because of faith in Christ, and it had nothing to do with him being a Jew.

d.  “Most Jewish people believed that salvation belonged to all Israelites by virtue of their descent from Abraham, except for those who excluded themselves by heinous crimes.”
  Of course, this belief was wrong.

e.  “The saying does not imply that Jesus was not concerned about the Gentiles, but stresses simply that one Jew is no more and no less valuable than any other in God’s sight.”


f.  “By faith Zacchaeus had become a true son of Abraham.”


g.  “Jew though Zacchaeus was, a true son of Abraham he did not become until ‘today’; for Abraham is the father of believers, and faith alone makes us sons of Abraham, Gal 3:7; Rom 4:11-12, 16.”
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