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

 is the continuative use of the conjunction KAI, meaning “And then,” followed by the comparative use of the conjunction HWS, meaning “as” plus the third person singular aorist active indicative from the verb EGGIZW, which means “to come near; to approach.”


The aorist tense is a constative/historical aorist, which views the action in its entirety as a fact.


The active voice indicates that Jesus produced the action.


The indicative mood is declarative for a simple statement of fact.

“And as He came near,”
 is the nominative masculine singular aorist active participle of the verb EIDON, which means “to see.”


The aorist tense is a constative/historical aorist, which views the action in its entirety as a fact.


The active voice indicates that produced the action.


The participle is a temporal participle that precedes the action of the main verb and can be translated “after seeing.”

Next we have the accusative direct object from the feminine singular article and noun POLIS, meaning “the city” and referring to Jerusalem.  Then we have the third person singular aorist active indicative from the verb KLAIW, which means “to weep: He wept.”


The aorist tense is an ingressive aorist, which views the action in its entirety from the viewpoint of its beginning.


The active voice indicates that Jesus produced the action.


The indicative mood is declarative for a simple statement of fact.

Finally, we have the preposition EPI plus the accusative of place from the third person feminine singular personal use of the intensive pronoun AUTOS, meaning “over her.”

“after seeing the city, He wept over her,”
Lk 19:41 corrected translation
“And as He came near, after seeing the city, He wept over her,”
Explanation:
1.  “And as He came near,”

a.  Luke continues the description of our Lord’s entry into Jerusalem for the last Passover festival of His life.  The Lord is still riding on the colt, which is following his mother.  The disciples and other believers are still preceding Jesus and laying their coats on the road before Him.  The crowd of pilgrims are still following and singing joyously about the coming of the Messiah.


b.  The procession has come to a point in the road where the city of Jerusalem can be seen clearly in all its splendor.  The procession is on the western side of the Mount of Olives and has probably not yet entered the Kidron Valley, where the path leads up to the eastern gate of the city.

2.  “after seeing the city, He wept over her,”

a.  At this point with His clear view of the city, Jesus sees it and begins to the think about the whole history of the city and all of His interaction with the Jews in that city over the centuries as the Shekinah Glory.  Remember that the Lord has spent literally hundreds of years dwelling in the Temple as the Shekinah Glory between the two Cherubim over the mercy seat.  He has not been there for the past 500 years, but He dwelt there for the previous 1000 years before that.  As the Shekinah Glory the God of Israel knew all the kings, all the high priests, and all the history of the city and its people.  And He loved them all dearly, even when they rejected Him.


b.  And so, now He still loves them unconditionally and is beset with real human emotion, because He also knows what they are going to do in rejecting Him in the near future and the price they will pay for that in 70 A.D. and for the next 2000 years.  Therefore, He is not ashamed to show His emotions as He began to weep over Jerusalem.  If ever there was a manly man, it is our Lord Jesus Christ.  And He was not averse to crying when the occasion warranted it.  He cried with joy, with sympathy for others, and with heartache for others.  He cries now knowing that most of the people of the city will not accept Him as their Messiah and will call for His crucifixion in a matter of a few days.  He also knows the eternal destiny of the Jews who will not believe in Him, which is more than enough to weep over.


c.  The disciples see this weeping and were probably confused by it, but say nothing to Him.  Satan also saw this weeping and probably laughed in delight.  The elect angels saw this weeping and probably began weeping themselves over the heartache of their Savior.

3.  Commentators’ comments.


a.  “A uniquely Lucan unit closes the Jerusalem journey narrative with a tone of sadness.  Once again Luke notes that Jesus drew near to Jerusalem.  The drama of the slow approach signals the importance of the coming events.  Upon seeing the city, Jesus weeps.  These are the tears of One who knows that the people have already turned their backs on God’s messenger.  Much like a parent watching a child make a foolish decision, Jesus mourns a city sealing its fate.  His crying recalls similar reactions by the prophets (2 Kg 8:11; Jer 9:1; 14:17).  Jesus is not indifferent toward the nation.  The term for tears (klaiō) is strong, referring to full sobbing or wailing.”


b.  “While the crowd was rejoicing, Jesus was weeping!  This is the second occasion on which our Lord wept openly, the first being at the tomb of Lazarus (Jn 11:35).  There He wept quietly, but here He uttered a loud lamentation like one mourning over the dead.  In this, He was like the Prophet Jeremiah who wept bitterly over the destruction of Jerusalem (Jer 9:1ff; see also the Book of Lamentations).  Jonah looked on Nineveh and hoped it would be destroyed (Jonah 4), while Jesus looked at Jerusalem and wept because it had destroyed itself.  No matter where Jesus looked, He found cause for weeping.  If He looked back, He saw how the nation had wasted its opportunities and been ignorant of their ‘time of visitation.’  If He looked within, He saw spiritual ignorance and blindness in the hearts of the people.  They should have known who He was, for God had given them His Word and sent His messengers to prepare the way.  As He looked around, Jesus saw religious activity that accomplished very little.  The temple had become a den of thieves, and the religious leaders were out to kill Him.  The city was filled with pilgrims celebrating a festival, but the hearts of the people were heavy with sin and life’s burdens.   As Jesus looked ahead, He wept as He saw the terrible judgment that was coming to the nation, the city, and the temple.  In a.d. 70, the Romans would come and, after a siege of 143 days, kill 600,000 Jews, take thousands more captive, and then destroy the temple and the city.”


c.  “Because of his deep compassion he weeps over Jerusalem .”


d.  “Jesus was on the Mount of Olives with the whole panorama of Jerusalem spread before Him, just prior to descending into the Kidron Valley that separated Him from Jerusalem, when He loudly lamented over the city.  Indeed, He was on the very site on which the Roman tenth legion would pitch its camp when they besieged Jerusalem, only thirty-seven years away.  [Actually 40 years is given as a grace period to Israel from the crucifixion in 30 A.D. to the fall of Jerusalem in 70 A.D., just as the Jews were given 40 years of warning in the desert to fulfill their grace period.]  First, Jesus saw the siege, then the massacre that would follow.  All this tragedy would be inflicted simply because the nation would not accept Him as Savior,”


e.  “The road down to Jerusalem descended into a hollow, and the glimpse of the city was again withdrawn from the multitude because of the intervening ridge.  But after a few moments the path mounted again, and in an instant the whole city burst into view!  With the panorama of Jerusalem before His eyes, the Savior began to weep—not with quiet tears as when He wept at the grave of Lazarus, whom He was going to resurrect, but with loud and deep lamentation.  There in the middle of the road, with the great city in full view, the stunned multitude heard the Savior of the world wail over Jerusalem!  We must fix this picture in our eyes and hearts, for it will do us great good.  This was a new kind of king.”
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