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

 is the continuative use of the conjunction KAI, meaning “and,” followed by the third person plural aorist active indicative from the verb EIPON, meaning “to say: they said.”


The aorist tense is a constative/historical aorist, which views the action in its entirety as a fact.


The active voice indicates that the bystanders produced the action.


The indicative mood is declarative for a simple statement of fact.

This is followed by the dative indirect object from the third person masculine singular personal use of the intensive pronoun AUTOS, meaning “to him” and referring to the nobleman/new king.

“—and they said to him,”
 is the vocative masculine singular noun KURIOS, meaning “Master; lord.”  Then we have the third person singular present active indicative from the verb ECHW, which means “to have: he has.”


The present tense is an aoristic/descriptive present, which describes the present state of being as a fact.


The active voice indicates that the slave with ten minas produces the state of having those ten minas.


The indicative mood is declarative for a simple statement of fact.

Next we have the accusative direct object from the feminine plural cardinal adjective DEKA with the noun MNA, meaning “ten minas.”

““Master, he has ten minas”—”
Lk 19:25 corrected translation
“—and they said to him, “Master, he has ten minas”—”
Explanation:
1.  “—and they said to him,”

a.  This verse is the continuation of the sentence begun in the previous verse.  The sentence thus far reads: “And then to the bystanders he said, “Take the mina from him and give to the one having ten minas”—and they said to him, “Master, he has ten minas”—”


b.  The subject “they” refers to the bystanders, who could be the other slaves waiting to be evaluated, the members of the king’s court, or other members of the king’s household.  Regardless of who they are, they raise an objection to the king’s judgment.  They have no intention of questioning the king’s authority or judgment.  However, they are astonished and amazed by what he has just ordered them to do.  They don’t necessarily think that he is unfair.  They just don’t understand why the slave who has been rewarded so much will now get even more.


c.  The bystanders probably expected the king to simply take back what belonged to him in the first place and keep it for himself rather than giving it away to the servant who had done so much.

2.  ““Master, he has ten minas”—”

a.  The bystanders correctly address the lord and master of the estate (who is now their new king), showing their respect for his authority and judgment.


b.  However, they point out to him (as if he didn’t already know) that the first slave already has ten minas and now is being given another one.


c.  The statement is an implied question—“Why are you giving more to the one who already has so much?”  They are confused, in disbelief, and befuddled by what the king is doing.  Their statement sounds like socialists objecting to the profit made by a wise investor.  Perhaps they are jealous or envious of the one having so much and would like to have the mina given to them?

3.  Commentators’ comments.


a.  Robertson has a completely different idea on who is speaking here.  He suggests that it is the crowd listening to Jesus, who interrupt Him with this statement: “Probably the eager audience who had been listening to this wonderful parable interrupted Jesus at this point because of this sudden turn when the one pound is given to the man who has ten pounds.  If so, it shows plainly how keenly they followed the story which Jesus was giving because of their excitement about the kingdom.”
  Of course, this is pure speculation by Robertson.


b.  “The master’s action produces a response—probably from characters within the parable who have been watching the evaluation.  These people express shock that the mina is given to someone who already has so many.  Their charge is that a bonus is unfair.  The aside, like a Greek dramatic choral refrain, is probably designed to express the shock one might have upon hearing this result.  What justice is there in leaving the poor servant destitute?”
  This last question is ridiculous.  The mina didn’t belong to the slave in the first place.  It is not his to keep.  He is not being left destitute.  He is still a slave and the master is still responsible to provide for all his needs.


c.  “The severity of the judgment he receives is difficult to assess, though the standers-by respond to a perceived unfairness.”
  Why would the bystanders perceive this as unfair, since the mina did not belong to the third slave in the first place?  The master wasn’t taking away a mina that belonged to him.  So there was nothing unfair about taking the mina from him.
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