John 1:1
Luke 19:24



 is the continuative use of the conjunction KAI, meaning “And then,” followed by the dative indirect object from the masculine plural perfect active participle of the verb PARISTĒMI, which means “the bystanders, the spectators, those present Mk 14:47, 69f; 15:35; Lk 19:24; Acts 23:4.”
  The dative indirect object of the article is translated “to the bystanders.”  The participle is substantival, functioning as a noun rather than a verb.  Next we have the third person singular aorist active indicative from the verb EIPON, which means “to say: he said.”


The aorist tense is a constative/historical aorist, which views the action in its entirety as a fact.


The active voice indicates that the nobleman/new king produced the action.


The indicative mood is declarative for a simple statement of fact.

“And then to the bystanders he said,”
 is the second person plural aorist active imperative of the verb AIRW, which means “to take.”


The aorist tense is a constative aorist, which views the action in its entirety.


The active voice indicates that the bystanders are to produce the action.


The imperative mood is a command.

Then we have the preposition APO plus the ablative of separation from the third person masculine singular personal use of the intensive pronoun AUTOS, meaning “from him” and referring to the degenerate slave.  Next we have the accusative direct object from the feminine singular article and noun MNA, meaning “the mina.”

““Take the mina from him”
 is the additive use of the conjunction KAI, meaning “and,” followed by the second person plural aorist active imperative of the verb DIDWMI, which means “to give.”  The morphology is the same as the verb AIRW.  Then we have the dative indirect object from the masculine singular articular present active participle of the verb ECHW, meaning “to have.”


The article functions to identify the first slave in the story, and can be translated “to the one having.”


The active voice indicates that the first slave produces the action of having ten minas.


The participle is circumstantial.

Finally, we have the accusative direct object from the feminine plural article, cardinal adjective DEKA and noun MNA, meaning “the ten minas.”

“and give to the one having ten minas.””
Lk 19:24 corrected translation
“And then to the bystanders he said, “Take the mina from him and give to the one having ten minas””
Explanation:
1.  “And then to the bystanders he said,”

a.  Jesus continues the story or parable of the nobleman and ten slaves with the judgment of the degenerate slave, who did nothing with the mina given to him to invest.  The nobleman, who is now the new king, speaks to ‘bystanders’ or those who are other subjects of the new king.  These may be other members of the kings household, other slaves waiting to tell the king what they did with their mina, or court advisors to the new king.  We are not given any information about them other than they were there and were witnessing the king’s dealings with his slaves.


b.  The king doesn’t personally take the mina from the third slave, but has others do it for him.  These bystanders seem to be analogous to the elect angels or other believers, witnessing the judgment of believers after the return of the King.

2.  ““Take the mina from him”

a.  The king then orders that the mina be taken from the third slave.  This in no way suggests the loss of salvation.  The mina represents the message of the gospel and/or the teaching of the word of God.  The opportunity to present the gospel is taken from this degenerate slave.


b.  This slave can no longer work for the lord/master.  He is still a slave; he is still owned by the master; he still lives on the master’s estate, but he will never again be entrusted with any service for the master.  He has lost all opportunity for future rewards and blessings beyond what he currently has.  He has his foundation—his life with the new king—but gone is the possibility of building on that foundation.  This servant has lost his reward:



(1)  1 Cor 3:10-15, “On the basis of the grace of God, which was given to me for my benefit, as a wise master builder I laid the foundation, and another is building.  But let each [believer] see to it that he builds upon [the foundation].  For no one is able to lay a foundation other than the laid one, which is Jesus Christ.  If anyone builds upon the foundation gold, silver, valuable gems, various kinds of woods, grass, straw, the spiritual accomplishment of each person will become visible, for the day reveals [it], because it will be made fully known by means of fire; that is, the fire will test what sort of accomplishment is the accomplishment of each person.  If the work of anyone survives, which he has built, he will receive a reward.  If the work of any person is completely burned up, he will suffer loss, but he himself will be saved, but [he will be saved] in this manner as through fire.”



(2)  Rev 3:11, “I come quickly; hold fast to what you have, so that no one takes away your reward.”



(3)  Lk 6:35, “But unconditionally love your enemies, and do good, and lend, expecting nothing in return; and your reward will be great, and you will be sons of the Most High; for He Himself is kind to the ungrateful and evil.”
3.  “and give to the one having ten minas””

a.  Finally, the king orders that the mina taken from the third slave be given to the first slave, the one already having ten minas.


b.  The point is that the first slave has the capacity to handle even more blessing and reward from the new king.  Even though he already had the fantastic reward of authority over ten cities, he is given another mina, which represents reward over another city.


c.  To the believer with capacity for blessing more blessing is given.  To the believer with capacity for doing the will of God, more is required and more will be accomplished.  Notice that the first believer is given more responsibility as a reward.  His good judgment will result in even more good judgment for those over whom he will rule.


d.  This parable also reinforces the concept that faithful believers will rule with Christ.



(1)  2 Tim 2:12, “If we endure [and I assume we will], we shall also rule with [Christ].  If we repudiate [the spiritual life], that One will also deny us [eternal rewards].”



(2)  Rev 20:6, “Happy and holy [is] he who has a part in the first resurrection; over these the second death does not have authority, but they shall be priests of God and of Christ.  Furthermore they shall rule with Him for a thousand years.”



(3)  1 Cor 4:8, “You already have all you could want; you have become kings apart from our assistance.  In fact I wish that you were indeed kings, in order that we might also rule with you.”

4.  Commentators’ comments.


a.  “Speaking to those present, the master passes judgment on the third servant.  Some suggest that the audience is made up of bodyguards or courtiers.  A more natural possibility is that these are the rest of the slaves mentioned in Lk 19:15, gathered for the evaluation, though the evaluation does not continue, since this would unduly prolong the story.  The third slave’s mina is to go to the first slave.  Ten refers not to his total possession, but to his profit.  The master adds to the first slave’s responsibility what had been entrusted to the third slave, giving him twelve minas total.  The additional mina represents opportunity for additional responsibility. The point of redistributing the mina is that the most faithful slave gets additional reward and responsibility, while the unfaithful slave gets judgment.”


b.  “The reward for faithful work is always—more work!  But what a compliment to be entrusted with the management of so many cities!  How we serve the Lord today will help determine our reward and ministry when He comes to establish His kingdom on earth.  Faithfulness now is preparation for blessed service then.”


c.  “His money was taken away and given to the one who had done the most for the king.”


d.  “What is evident is the basis of judgment, made especially clear by the deliberate echo of Lk 8:18: Those who hear and heed the instructions of the master will receive more, while those who hear but do not heed will lose what little they have.”


e.  “This man’s works are incinerated, though he himself is saved.  As Paul said of a wood, hay, and straw kind of life, (1 Cor 3:15).  Every believer has been given the same gospel deposit to invest.  Regardless of our abilities, if we invest it, we will receive rewards far beyond reason or measure.  We will reign with Christ.  We will be his confidants.  We will be his co-workers in eternal enterprises.”


f.  “‘Those standing by’ are the same persons that were ordered to call the slaves in verse 15, the angels, who always serve as the servants to execute the Lord’s will at the judgment.”
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