John 1:1
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

 is the continuative use of the postpositive conjunction DE, meaning “Then” plus the third person singular aorist active indicative from the verb EIPON, which means “to say: he said.”


The aorist tense is a constative/historical aorist, which views the action in its entirety as a fact.


The active voice indicates that the new king produced the action.


The indicative mood is declarative for a simple statement of fact.

This is followed by the adjunctive/additive use of the conjunction KAI, meaning “also.”  Next we have the dative indirect object from the masculine singular demonstrative pronoun HOUTOS, meaning “to this one.”

“Then he also said to this one,”
 is the additive use of the conjunction KAI, meaning “And,” followed by the nominative subject from the second person singular personal pronoun SU, meaning “you” and referring to the second slave.  Then we have the preposition EPANW plus the ablative of rank from the feminine plural cardinal adjective PENTE plus the noun POLIS, meaning “over five cities.”  With this we have the second person singular present deponent middle/passive imperative of the verb GINOMAI, which means “to become; to be: you are.”


The present tense is a descriptive and progressive/futuristic present, which describes what is now taking place and will continue in the future.


The deponent middle/passive voice is middle/passive in form but active in meaning with the subject (the second slave) producing the state of being.


The imperative mood is a command.

““And you are over five cities.””
Lk 19:19 corrected translation
“Then he also said to this one, “And you are over five cities.””
Explanation:
1.  “Then he also said to this one,”

a.  The parable continues with the response of the new king to the report of another faithful slave.  The king/nobleman addresses his slave/servant in a similar manner to the previous slave.


b.  There is no hint in this phrase of any displeasure on the part of the master.  We cannot read into these words that the master is unhappy with less profit.  The Lord is delighted with any profit we bring to Him of souls saved.  There is joy in heaven over the salvation of even one soul.  And if this servant of the Lord has brought the gospel message of salvation to five souls and they have responded with faith in Christ, then how could the Master we displeased in any way.


c.  For example, some believers are sent by the Lord to missionary fields that are ripe and ready for harvest.  A great example is Patrick, the Scottish missionary who evangelized Ireland.  In contrast the Lord sends a Christian missionary to Saudi Arabia and he might evangelize a handful of people in his lifetime.  Both are faithful and both have done the will of the Lord to the best of their ability and the grace of God.  Is one to be considered greater than the other based on numbers?  No, of course not.  Some mission fields are far more difficult and dangerous than others and the Lord knows exactly how each of us functions as an ambassador for Christ.

2.  ““And you are over five cities.””

a.  The reward of this slave/servant/believer is just as wonderful as the first slave.  Just because it is only half as much does not diminish the reward.  Rewards are given according to the capacity of the receiver.  Just as a father doesn’t give a new car to a three year old for his birthday, so the Lord doesn’t give us rewards and blessings we don’t have the capacity to appreciate and enjoy.


b.  Let’s imagine that this person received the reward of London, Paris, Rome, Berlin, and Vienna.  Would we feel sorry for them for receiving so little?  No, hardly.


c.  The point here is that God is fair, right, just, and perfect in His rewards.  Each of us will receive exactly what we desire for what we have done as ambassadors for Christ.  Those who have done little will receive little and those who have done much will receive much.  And make no mistake about the quantity verses quality.  God knows that being an ambassador for Christ in a Muslim country is infinitely more difficult than in the United States.


d.  Notice that the reward is not more rest, but more labor—more responsibility for managing the affairs of five cities in the kingdom of the new king.

3.  Commentators’ comments.


a.  “The second slave’s reward is stated with more brevity. The praise given to the first servant is lacking here, but the reward is similarly proportionate to the achievement: five minas yield authority over five cities.  Faithfulness is honored yet again; the master commands that greater responsibility be given to the faithful slave.”


b.  “Each of these servants was commended by the king and given a reward commensurate with the amount of money earned.”


c.  “The difference in His praise of the slave with a tenfold profit and that of the one with a fivefold profit is notable; the more ‘profit’ we show for our Lord the more we please Him!  If these proportions mean anything, they indicate a magnificent generosity by God for any small service for Him.”


d.  “Their rewards astound us.  They got entire cities!  They managed their investments well, and their rewards exceeded all expectation.  The reward of Christ’s faithful servants is an elevation of eternal intimacy with Him.  They will be His co-regents, viceroys, and confidants.  The eternal reward is not rest but responsibility as we work with Christ in unimaginably vast new spiritual enterprises.  What a sweet motivation to invest our gospel deposits!”
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