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

 is the explanatory use of the postpositive conjunction GAR, meaning “For” plus the third person singular aorist active indicative from the verb ERCHOMAI, which means “to come: came.”


The aorist tense is a constative/historical aorist, which views the action in its entirety as a fact.


The active voice indicates that the Son of Man (Jesus) produced the action.


The indicative mood is declarative for a simple statement of fact.

Then we have the nominative subject from the masculine singular article and noun HUIOS plus the genitive of relationship from the masculine singular article and noun ANTHRWPOS, meaning “the Son of Man.”

“For the Son of Man came”
 is the aorist active infinitive of the verbs ZĒTEW, meaning “to seek” and SWIZW, meaning “to save” with an additive use of the conjunction KAI, meaning “and.”  The morphology of both verbs is the same:


The aorist tense is a constative/historical aorist, which views the action in its entirety as a fact.


The active voice indicates that the Son of Man produced the action.


The infinitives are both infinitives of purpose.

Finally, we have the accusative direct object from the neuter singular articular perfect active participle of the verb APOLLUMI, which means “to be lost; to be perishing.”


The article functions as a relative pronoun with an embedded demonstrative pronoun, meaning “that which” or “those who.”


The perfect tense is an intensive perfect, which conveys the idea of a present state resulting from a past action.


The active voice indicates that people produce the action of being lost and perishing.


The participle is circumstantial.

“to seek and to save those who are lost.’”
Lk 19:10 corrected translation
“For the Son of Man came to seek and to save those who are lost.’”
Explanation:
1.  “For the Son of Man came”

a.  Jesus continues with an explanation of why salvation has occurred today in this house.  Salvation has occurred today in Zaccheus’ house because Jesus came to seek and to save those who are lost and perishing.


b.  The title “Son of Man” is a circumlocution for the first person singular pronoun “I.”  Jesus is referring to Himself.  It is as though He says “I came…”


c.  The verb “came” refers to the birth of Christ, when He came from heaven to be the incarnate Son of God.  The fact that He ‘came’ implies prior existence.  The pre-incarnate eternal person of the Lord Jesus Christ is implied in the use of this verb.  He cannot ‘come’ unless He existed prior to coming.  Therefore, this statement speaks to the eternal existence of Jesus’ deity.  This statement is then an indirect declaration that He is God.

2.  “to seek and to save those who are lost.’”

a.  The Lord then declares the purpose of His coming.  He came to seek those who are lost and save those who are perishing.  The verb APOLLUMI has the dual meaning ‘to be lost’ and ‘to be perishing’.  Mankind finds himself in both states of being.  We are lost and we are perishing.


b.  Being lost means that we are sinners and have no idea what we are doing or where we are going.  Perishing means we are all destined for the lake of fire, if we refuse to believe in Christ.


c.  The Son of God came from heaven to find those who would believe in Him and save them from the lake of fire.  This has happened in the house of Zaccheus and is available to anyone willing to believe in Jesus for their salvation.


d.  The lost are all unbelievers; for God is not willing that any should perish.  But many use their own free will to choose to perish in spite of the Lord seeking, finding and calling them to eternal salvation.  They reject the call of their own free will and continue to be lost and continue to be perishing.

3.  Commentators’ comments.


a.  “Jesus concludes with a statement of mission that explains His declaration of salvation.  Zacchaeus’s transformation represents a fulfillment of Jesus’ call.  The picture of seeking and saving the lost (1 Cor 1:18; 2 Cor 2:15; 4:3; 2 Thes 2:10) recalls the shepherd imagery applied to God in Ezek 34.  What God was to do for the nation as its shepherd, because the nation of Ezekiel’s time was leaderless, Jesus does now.  Jesus’ mission is to initiate relationships with those who do not know God and call to them to come to know him.  This passage again stresses Jesus’ initiative to seek the lost and to proclaim salvation for those who respond with faith.  Like Lk 5:24, it emphasizes the Son of Man’s present ministry to forgive sin.  Zacchaeus is like the prodigal, the lost coin, and the lost sheep.  He is one who has been healed by the Great Physician.  He is the rich person who responds to Jesus with faith, in contrast to the rich ruler.  Some rich people do come to Jesus, but they do so on the same basis as others—in humility and responsiveness, recognizing their need.  What Jesus does for lost Zacchaeus He also seeks for lost Israel (Mt 10:6; 15:24).”


b.  “God took over the mission of seeking out the lost sheep because the Jewish leaders had failed.”


c.  “Here the purpose of the coming of Jesus is fully and finally summed up: as a shepherd goes and looks for lost sheep to rescue from danger, so Jesus as the Son of Man seeks and saves lost people.”


d.  “‘Son of Man’ is the name that prophesied the Incarnation, because God the Son became a son of man—he took on human form.  He is the transcendent God-man, co-eternal with the Ancient of Days, who sought Zacchaeus and did the impossible—passed Zaccheus through the eye of a needle.”
  This commentator goes on to make a series of declarations that sound very much like hypercalvinist theology, which virtually denies the free will of man: “Salvation came to Zacchaeus because he was sought out.  It was God who prompted Zaccheus’ interior seeking.   God makes us hungry.  He causes the search.  He compels us to come.  God orchestrated Zacchaeus’ interior compulsion to seek Jesus.”
  Here is the problem with this statement.  If God is responsible for making us hungry and compelling us to come to Him, then He is responsible for those who don’t do so, because He doesn’t compel them enough.  This, in effect, makes God responsible for a person not believing in Christ, which is heresy.  This kind of theology takes human free will out of the picture and makes God responsible for all who believe.  But it also makes God responsible for those who do not believe.  If God causes us to search for Him, then the unbeliever has the excuse that God didn’t cause him enough and Satan has the argument against God that God didn’t cause him enough to not fall.  God cannot be made the cause for our failure to respond to His offer of eternal life.  The cause and interior compulsion to seek Jesus must come from us alone.  God invites, but we must motivate ourselves to come, and God holds us responsible for our decision not to motivate ourselves.

� BDAG, p. 116, meaning 3.a.


� Bock, D. L. (1996). Luke: 9:51–24:53 (Vol. 2, p. 1523). Grand Rapids, MI: Baker Academic.


� Keener, C. S. (1993). The IVP Bible Background Commentary: New Testament (Lk 19:9–10). Downers Grove, IL: InterVarsity Press.


� Marshall, I. H. (1994). Luke. In D. A. Carson, R. T. France, J. A. Motyer, & G. J. Wenham (Eds.), New Bible Commentary: 21st century edition (4th ed., p. 1010). Leicester, England; Downers Grove, IL: Inter-Varsity Press.


� Hughes, R. K. (1998). Luke: that you may know the truth (p. 227). Wheaton, IL: Crossway Books.


� Hughes, R. K. (1998). Luke: that you may know the truth (p. 227). Wheaton, IL: Crossway Books.





2
2

