John 1:1
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

 is the continuative use of the conjunction KAI, meaning “And then,” followed by the nominative masculine singular aorist active participle of the verb EISERCHOMAI, which means “to enter.”


The aorist tense is a constative/historical aorist, which views the action in its entirety as a fact.


The active voice indicates that Jesus produced the action.


The participle is a temporal participle that precedes the action of the main verb and can be translated “after entering.”

“And then after entering,”
 is the third person singular imperfect deponent middle/passive indicative from the verb DIERCHOMAI, which means “to go through: He went through.”


The imperfect tense is a descriptive imperfect, which describes a continuous, past action without reference to its conclusion.


The deponent middle/passive voice is middle/passive in form but active in meaning with the subject (Jesus) producing the action.


The indicative mood is declarative for a simple statement of fact.

Finally, we have the accusative direct object from the feminine singular article and proper noun IERICHW, which means “Jericho.”

“He went through Jericho.”
Lk 19:1 corrected translation
“And then after entering, He went through Jericho.”
Explanation:
1.  “And then after entering,”

a.  Luke continues the story of Jesus’ final journey to Jerusalem with the next event that happened after the healing of Bartimaeus as Jesus was entering Jericho, verse 35, “Now it came to pass while He was coming into Jericho…”

b.  In verse 35, Jesus was in the process of entering Jericho.  He was halted in this process by the pleas of the two blind men.  After that healing we noted that they began and continued following Jesus.  Luke continues the story with Jesus, His followers and the crowd entering the city of Jericho.  This entry would have taken place through the eastern gate of the city as Jesus is heading west toward Jerusalem.

2.  “He went through Jericho.”

a.  After entering the city, Luke notes that Jesus passed through the city of Jericho.  Nothing of any significance occurred in the city of Jericho itself.


b.  A healing took place before entering the city and a healing will take place after leaving the city, but no mention is made of any healing or teaching or anything else until after Jesus and company have left the city.


c.  It is somewhat telling that nothing of any importance or significance occurred in the city itself.  Were the people too busy with their daily lives to care that Jesus was there?  Was the Lord in such a hurry that He didn’t want to waste time in the city?  Was there no one sick in the city that needed help?  Did the crowd following Him stop praising God?  Did Bartimaeus cease giving glory to God as they went through the city?  We can speculate until we turn green, but the Scriptures (Matthew and Mark) are silent here.  Only Luke mentions the following events.

3.  Commentators’ comments.


a.  “Jesus is still on his journey to Jerusalem as this verse indicates: He is traveling through Jericho.  As will become clear, Jesus plans to stay the night here, and he has a specific host in mind.”


b.  “Luke sets this scene with an important geographical reference to Jericho, located proximate to Jerusalem (about 20 kilometers away).  Jesus is on the move, bringing the chronologically lengthy journey to Jerusalem to a close.  As might be expected, this short story, together with the closely related parable to follow (19:11–27), serves as the climax of the travel section, building on its primary themes and characterizing appropriate response to Jesus’ message.”


c.  “At that time Jericho was a city that was rich and prosperous indeed, was watered by the Fountain of Elisha and other springs, the whole oasis being green and flowery—the city of fragrance, the city of roses, ‘the paradise of God’.  It was a place to make a halt before the final ascent from a location 1000 feet below sea level to 2400 feet above sea level, where Jerusalem rested.”
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