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

 is the adversative use of the postpositive conjunction DE, meaning “However” plus the nominative masculine singular articular aorist active participle of the verb AKOUW, which means “to hear.”


The aorist tense is a constative/historical aorist, which views the action in its entirety as a fact.


The active voice indicates that the rich young ruler produced the action.


The participle is a temporal participle that precedes the action of the main verb and can be translated “after hearing.”

This is followed by the accusative direct object from the neuter plural demonstrative pronoun HOUTOS, meaning “these things.”  Next we have the predicate nominative from the masculine singular adjective PERILUPOS, which means “very sad.”
  Then we have the third person singular aorist deponent passive indicative from the verb GINOMAI, which means “to become; to be: he became.”


The aorist tense is a constative/historical aorist, which views the action in its entirety as a fact.


The deponent passive voice is passive in form but active in meaning with the subject (the rich young ruler) producing the action.


The indicative mood is declarative for a simple statement of fact.

“However, after hearing these things, he became very sad;”
 is the explanatory use of the postpositive conjunction GAR, meaning “for.”  Then we have the third person singular imperfect active indicative from the verb EIMI, meaning “to be: he was.”


The imperfect tense is a descriptive imperfect, which describes a continuous, past action without reference to its conclusion.


The active voice indicates that the rich young ruler produced the state of being rich.


The indicative mood is declarative for a simple statement of fact.

Finally, we have the predicate nominative from the masculine singular adjective PLOUSIOS, meaning “rich” and the adverb SPHODRA, meaning “extremely; exceedingly; greatly.”

“for he was extremely rich.”
Lk 18:23 corrected translation
“However, after hearing these things, he became very sad; for he was extremely rich.”
Mk 10:22, “But at these words he was saddened, and he went away grieving, for he was one who owned much property.”
Mt 19:22, “But when the young man heard this statement, he went away grieving; for he was one who owned much property.”

Explanation:
1.  “However, after hearing these things, he became very sad;”

a.  In contrast to Jesus’ statement to the rich young ruler Luke now describes the young man’s reaction to what Jesus has said to him.  The young ruler heard and understood exactly what Jesus said.  The words sank deep into his soul as he quickly realized the full implication of what Jesus was telling him he must do.  It didn’t take long for him to face the stark reality of what a change his life would take.


b.  The result was that the young man became very sad and deeply grieved.  In the young man’s mind he believed that he would have to live a life of pain, poverty, and complete sadness, if he did what Jesus suggested.  He felt like Jesus was asking him to destroy any possibility of happiness in the future and live the rest of his life in misery.

2.  “for he was extremely rich.”

a.  Luke then explains the reason why the young man was so terribly sad and grieving.  He was not just rich, but filthy rich.  He wasn’t just a millionaire; he was a billionaire.


b.  Being extremely or extraordinarily rich implies that the man had hundreds of servants, slaves, and workmen.  He was the center of social life wherever he lived.  He had the absolute best and latest of everything.  He lacked for nothing and couldn’t spend his money fast enough.  The interest on his bank account far exceeded his ability to spend.  If he spent $10,000 a day, he made twice that much in interest on his savings account.


c.  He quickly rationalized to himself, “How can I give all this up for a life with nothing?  What will happen to me?  How will I live?  Can life after death compare to my life now?”  The man was truly ‘conflicted’. 

3.  Commentators’ comments.


a.  “The ruler’s response is told with tragic brevity: when he heard these things from Jesus, he became very sad.  The commands to sell all, distribute the proceeds to the poor, and come and follow Jesus have no appeal to the ruler.  Jesus’ response falls on functioning ears but a deaf heart.  The ruler understands Jesus’ instruction and chooses to reject it.  The reason is stated just as simply: the ruler is very wealthy.  This is the first indication that the ruler is sufficiently wealthy that Jesus’ request might be a major obstacle.  Faced with the choice of money or Jesus, the ruler chooses money.  As Peter will note a few verses later, this response is the opposite of that by Peter, John, and James who left all to follow Jesus.  What the rich ruler fails to do, they have done.  Jesus makes no effort to address the ruler again.  [This is not correct.  The next verse says, “And Jesus looked at him and said…”]  Rather he turns to instruct his disciples [according to Mark and Matthew].  There is no indication that the rich ruler responds to Jesus.  In fact, the comment in Lk 18:24 suggests that he never does.”


b.  “The young man thought that eternal life came to those who ‘did something’.  But when Jesus gave him something to do, he refused to obey!  He wanted salvation on his terms, not God’s, so he turned and went away in great sorrow.”


c.  “The ruler was not prepared to take that step.  He was more attached to his wealth than to the idea of obtaining ‘eternal life’, which he had so nobly asked about at the beginning of his conversation with the Lord.”


d.  “It seems probable that this young man was genuinely enamored with Jesus and His ministry and yet, in a way, considered himself something of an asset to Jesus, for he supposed that by the selfless use of his means he could facilitate Jesus’ ministry, and by his status he could add a respectability which the humble fishermen, tax-gatherers, and peasants whom Jesus had gathered around Himself could not. In other words, this young man had much to offer, and possibly felt that he could enhance Jesus’ ministry.  This would explain why, in his case, Jesus called on him to sell everything he owned, for he had to learn that God does not need any man while every man needs God.”
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