John 1:1
Luke 17:34



 is the first person singular present active indicative of the verb LEGW, which means “to say: I say.”


The present tense is a descriptive present for what is occurring at this moment.


The active voice indicates that Jesus is producing the action.


The indicative mood is declarative for a simple statement of fact.

Then we have the dative indirect object from the second person personal pronoun SU, which means “to you” and refers to the disciples Jesus is addressing.  This is followed by the locative of time from the feminine singular demonstrative pronoun HOUTOS, used as an adjective plus the feminine singular article and noun NUX, meaning “on that night.”

“I say to you, on that night”
 is the third person plural future deponent middle indicative from the verb EIMI, meaning “to be: will be.”


The future tense is a predictive future, which affirms what will take place.


The deponent middle voice is middle in form but active in meaning with the subject (the situation being described) producing the action.


The indicative mood is declarative for a simple statement of fact.

Next we have the nominative subject from the masculine plural cardinal adjective DUO, meaning “two.”  This is followed by the preposition EPI plus the adverbial genitive of place from the feminine singular noun KLINĒ plus the genitive feminine singular cardinal adjective HEIS, meaning “on one bed.”

“two will be on one bed;”
 is the nominative subject from the masculine singular article and cardinal numeral HEIS, meaning “one.”  Then we have the third person singular future passive indicative from the verb PARALAMBANW, which means “to be taken.”


The future tense is a predictive future, which affirms what will take place.


The passive voice indicates that one person receives the action of being taken.


The indicative mood is declarative for a simple statement of fact.

Next we have the additive use of the conjunction KAI, meaning “and,” followed by the nominative subject from the masculine singular article and adjective HETEROS, meaning “the other.”  Finally, we have the third person singular future passive indicative from the verb APHIĒMI, which means “to be left.”


The future tense is a predictive future, which affirms what will take place.


The passive voice indicates that the other person will receive the action of being left.


The indicative mood is declarative for a simple statement of fact.

“one will be taken and the other will be left.”
Lk 17:34 corrected translation
“I say to you, on that night two will be on one bed; one will be taken and the other will be left.”
Explanation:
1.  “I say to you, on that night”

a.  The Lord continues to address the apostles with an emphatic statement, using one of His favorite phrases to get their attention—“I say to you.”  This phrase indicates that what follows is serious, important, critical information, and needs to be remembered.


b.  The phrase “on that night” begs the question, “What night?”  The answer is found in the other contexts in which the information in the rest of this verse is found.



(1)  Mt 24:3, “As He was sitting on the Mount of Olives, the disciples came to Him privately, saying, ‘Tell us, when will these things happen, and what will be the sign of Your coming, and of the end of the age?’”  Compare this verse with Mt 24:15 and we see that the end of the age is a reference to the last seven years of the Jewish Age, the Tribulation.



(2)  Mt 24:15, “Therefore when you see the abomination of desolation which was spoken of through Daniel the prophet, standing in the holy place (let the reader understand),…”  This passage shows us that Jesus is talking about the Tribulation.



(3)  Mt 24:17-18, “Whoever is on the housetop must not go down to get the things out that are in his house.  Whoever is in the field must not turn back to get his cloak.”  This passage relates the information in Mt 24 directly to our passage.



(4)  Mt 24:37-41, “For the coming of the Son of Man will be just like the days of Noah.  For as in those days before the flood they were eating and drinking, marrying and giving in marriage, until the day that Noah entered the ark, and they did not understand until the flood came and took them all away; so will the coming of the Son of Man be.  Then there will be two men in the field; one will be taken and one will be left.  Two women will be grinding at the mill; one will be taken and one will be left.”  Notice that this passage is almost identical to our passage, and these statements in Matthew relate directly to the regathering of Israel at the second advent of Christ.


c.  Why is this day at “night”?  Remember that the Lord covers the earth in supernatural darkness on the day before His second advent in order to protect the fighters in Jerusalem, who are about to be overrun and annihilated by the forces of Antichrist and the False Prophet of Israel.  Day will become night, so that the only light that is seen is the light of the returning Messiah, who returns as the ‘light of the world’.  This supernatural darkness prior to the second advent of Christ for the regathering of believers is mentioned in this same context in Mt 24:29-31, “ But immediately after the tribulation of those days the sun will be darkened, and the moon will not give its light, and the stars will fall from the sky, and the powers of the heavens will be shaken.  And then the sign of the Son of Man will appear in the sky, and then all the tribes of the earth will mourn, and they will see the Son of Man coming on the clouds of the sky with power and great glory.  And He will send forth His angels with a great trumpet and they will gather together His elect from the four winds, from one end of the sky to the other.”  What follows in Luke is a description of that regathering.

2.  “two will be on one bed;”

a.  The numeral two is a reference to a husband and wife.  One is a believer and the other is not.


b.  This is not a description of homosexuality or lesbianism.  This is simply a married couple together in bed at the time the Lord returns.

3.  “one will be taken and the other will be left.”

a.  The one who is taken is the unbeliever.  They are removed from the earth in the judgment at the Second Advent called the baptism of fire.


b.  The other person who is left behind is the believer, who will remain on earth with the Lord to enjoy His millennial reign.  As we shall see in the next verse, the one left in the field is the believer; the one taken is the unbeliever.

c.  The baptism of fire is defined as the judgment of the Tribulational unbelievers at the Second Advent.  They are removed from the earth and placed in fire for 1,000 years until the Last Judgment.  Both Jews and Gentiles who are Tribulational unbelievers are involved in this Second Advent judgment.  This judgment results in the Millennium beginning with believers only, Lk 3:16-17; Mt 3:11‑12, “As for me [John the Baptist], I baptize you with water for repentance, but He who is coming after me is mightier than I, and I am not fit to remove His sandals; He will baptize you with the Holy Spirit and fire.  His winnowing fork is in His hand, and He will thoroughly clear His threshing floor; and He will gather His wheat into the barn, but He will burn up the chaff with unquenchable fire.”


d.  Parables of the Baptism of Fire.


(1)  The wheat and the tares, Mt 13:24‑30, 36‑40.



(2)  The good and bad fish, Mt 13:47‑50.



(3)  The ten virgins, Mt 25:1‑13.



(4)  The sheep and the goats, Mt 25:31‑46.



(5)  The talent test, Mt 25:14‑30.  The one talent man represents the unbeliever.


e.  The Jewish Baptism of Fire is taught in Ezek 20:34‑38; Isa 1:25‑27.  All Jewish unbelievers of the Tribulation go into fire, Mal 3:1‑6, 4:1‑2.  Christ judges them in the desert.


f.  The Gentile Baptism of Fire is found in Mt 25:31‑46.
4.  Commentators’ comments.


a.  “It is disputed whether the two people in bed are husband and wife or two men.  The double use of the masculine article is not decisive, since it could refer back to ‘two people’ using the masculine to cover both.  The reference to the night is not an indication that the Lord’s return will be at night.  The evening imagery is a metaphor for the end of the period in which the Son of Man’s coming represents a new day’s dawning [this is reading into the passage something that is not there].  According to the tradition the exact time of the return is uncertain (Mk 13:32).  When the time comes, one will be taken and the other left.  It is debated whether one is taken for judgment or salvation.  In either case, the two have opposite fates and picture the absolute separation of people into two classes upon the return.  The most natural reading, based on the previous examples of Noah and Lot, is that one is taken for salvation [a wrong interpretation].  In addition, the final ‘where’ question of Lk 17:37 appears to look back to the image of death and judgment in the comparison with the gathered birds [‘appears’ indicates an assumption, which is a wrong assumption].  If so, then those who are ‘left to the birds’ experience judgment.”


b.  “The verb taken in Lk 17:34–36 does not mean ‘taken to heaven’ but ‘taken away in judgment’ (Mt 24:36–41).  The person ‘left’ is a believer who enters into the kingdom.  Noah and his family were ‘left’ to enjoy a new beginning, while the whole population of the earth was ‘taken’ in the Flood.  In spite of their sins, Lot and his daughters were ‘left’ while the people in Sodom and Gomorrah were ‘taken’ when the fire and brimstone destroyed the cities.”


c.  “Jesus stated that some will be taken into judgment.  In some parts of the world it will be nighttime (people will be in … bed); in other parts it will be daytime (people will be doing daily tasks, such as grinding grain).  The taking away means taken into judgment, not taken up in the Rapture.  The ones left are those who will enter into the kingdom.”


d.  “The Greek language used masculine pronouns if any members of the group were male; thus the ‘two’ likely refers to husband and wife.  Here Jesus undoubtedly refers to one being taken to judgment.”


e.  “These verses do not talk of the rapture, as is frequently but wrongly taught, but of judgment, for the ones taken are taken away to judgment.  The answer Jesus gave, that they will be reduced to corpses around which vultures will gather, clearly speaks of judgment (and is further described in Rev 19:21).  Vultures are an omen of impending death, and death is, and always has been, judgmental.  The ‘one taken’ therefore cannot be taken in the rapture but will be taken in judgment.  The ‘Where Lord?’ of verse 37 refers to the ‘taken,’ for it would be unlikely that anyone would ask for information about the whereabouts of the person left behind.  The one that is left is a believer, converted during the tribulation, who will be left to enter the millennium.”
  A very accurate and correct interpretation of the passage.

f.  “Jesus then explained that his coming and the ensuing judgment will be subtly discriminate and eternal. In all outward respects two people may appear the same as they share the same bed or work at the same mill.  But one will be taken away to deliverance, while the other is left to destruction.”
  Another unfortunate wrong interpretation.  Lenski, Plummer and Marshall all take the same position as Hughes.

g.  “Verses 34, 35, and 36 [which is scribal addition and not part of the original manuscript] are alike in meaning; but each refers to a different time.  Men are in bed at night; women grind corn in the early morning just before daylight; and workers are in the field during the daylight hours.  Instantaneous action is implied; for the coming of the Lord at one moment would occur at different times of day at different points on the globe. ‘Taken’ is often applied to the saints, but it may refer to the gathering out of offenders to judgment. Compare the allusions to the tares (Mt 13:41, 42) and to the vine of the earth (Rev 14:18-19).”
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