John 1:1
Luke 17:32



 is the second person plural present active imperative from the verb MNĒMONEUW, which means “to remember.”


The present tense is a durative present, which describes an action that is expected to take place right now and continue in the future.


The active voice indicates that people familiar with the story of Lot’s wife are expected to produce the action.  In this case is could be unbelievers, who recognize the beginning of the day of the Lord with the resurrection of all believers.


The imperative mood is a command.

“Remember”
 is the genitive direct object from the feminine singular article and noun GUNĒ with the genitive of possession or genitive of relationship from the masculine singular proper noun LWT, meaning “the wife of Lot.”

“the wife of Lot.”
Lk 17:32 corrected translation
“Remember the wife of Lot.”
Mt 24:15-27 shares many of the same thoughts as Luke and makes the setting for these events as the middle of the Tribulation, “Therefore when you see the abomination of desolation which was spoken of through Daniel the prophet, standing in the holy place (let the reader understand), then those who are in Judea must flee to the mountains.”

Mk 14:14-19, “But when you see the abomination of desolation standing where it should not be (let the reader understand), then those who are in Judea must flee to the mountains.  The one who is on the housetop must not go down, or go in to get anything out of his house; and the one who is in the field must not turn back to get his coat.  But woe to those who are pregnant and to those who are nursing babies in those days!  But pray that it may not happen in the winter.  For those days will be a time of tribulation such as has not occurred since the beginning of the creation which God created until now, and never will.”

Explanation:
1.  “Remember the wife of Lot.”

a.  The Lord continues by issuing a warning to His disciples, which is really a warning to believers in the future during the middle of the Tribulation, when the abomination of desolation is set up in the Jerusalem temple and believers are ordered to flee to the mountains.   Believers are warned to remember what happened to Lot’s wife, who stopped to look back longingly at her former home in Sodom as it was being destroyed by fire and sulfur from heaven.  She was judged for her disobedience to God and turned into a pillar of salt.  The story is found in Gen 19:26, “But his wife, from behind him, looked back, and she became a pillar of salt.”

b.  The application of the Lord’s warning to believers in the middle of the Tribulation is that they too are not to look back, long for, or take the time to get their precious possessions from their homes, but run for their lives and never look back.


c.  Jesus is not warning them that they will be turned to salt like Lot’s wife, but warning these believers that if they take the time to collect precious belongings, they will be captured by the forces of the Antichrist and False Prophet of Israel and annihilated in Satan’s final holocaust of history.  The only thing believers in the Tribulation can escape with is their life.  They can take nothing else with them.


d.  And it is not as though these believers have no warning as to what to do or when to do it; for the Scripture clearly tells us that the last seven years of the age of Israel begins with the resurrection of the Church.  And from that day there are 1260 days (42 months) until the abomination of desolation (the statue of the Antichrist) is set up in the Jerusalem Temple.  Therefore, believers can pretty much calculate to the day, when these events will occur and can prepare ahead-of-time for them and be totally prepared to flee.  No believer should be taken totally by surprise.  But if they are, they must flee without hesitation.


e.  How can we apply this warning to ourselves in the Church Age?  There is nothing in this world of any value other than the word of God.  This is Satan’s world; his kingdom; and everything in it except believers belongs to him.  Therefore, there is nothing in this world that we should want to keep or hang onto except three essential things: our soul, which contains our eternal life; the word of God, which fills and enriches our soul; and other believers whom we love and will spend eternity with.

2.  Commentators’ comments.


a.  “Lk 17:24-37 clearly shows that it is a time of judgment and does not refer to the Rapture of 1 Thes 4:17; which was a subsequent revelation, and ought not to be read into the Gospels, which are perfectly clear without it.”


b.  “A pertinent illustration to warn against looking back with yearning after what has been left behind “


c.  “Jesus invokes the memory of Lot’s wife, who in Judaism was seen as an illustration of an unbeliever.  Her death resulted from turning to look back at Sodom and Gomorrah.  She is a negative illustration of the consequences of holding on to life’s possessions.  The call to remember is a call to pay heed to that lesson.  Jesus has already warned about not looking back (Lk 9:62).  The theme is well attested and fits nicely with Jesus’ emphases.”


d.  “Jesus reminded His followers that people should not be attached to their material things at the time of the coming of the kingdom for they, like Lot’s wife, will be judged accordingly.”


e.  “The admonition, ‘Remember Lot’s wife’ both interprets her action as the manifestation of an unwillingness to relinquish everything at the time of judgment and serves to warn Jesus’ followers against similarly misplaced values.”


f.  “Jesus was warning His hearers to flee from a future destruction comparable with that which overtook Sodom.”


g.  “Jesus Christ cited Lot’s wife as an example of the dire consequences of disbelief in God’s warnings to flee, and thus of reluctance to leave, a doomed city.  She had come as close as possible to the point of deliverance yet without achieving it, being overwhelmed suddenly.”


h.  “When Lot’s wife looked back to her destroyed home in Sodom, it cost her her life, which had been of greater value to God than her possessions.”


i.  “With verse 31 our Lord’s instruction moved to focusing on believers during the tribulation.  Their only salvation in that day will be to trust God’s word, which is what Lot did.  Verses 31–33 describe the true believer’s actions and attitudes; they will not be concerned to protect or preserve any of their material possessions.  Infatuation with this world will separate the pseudo-believer from the true believer.  Remember Lot’s wife.”


j.  “Lot’s wife could not imagine existence without her possessions.  Longing for what she was leaving behind, she lingered and so perished.”
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