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

 is the continuative use of the conjunction KAI, meaning “And,” followed by the nominative masculine singular aorist active participle of the verb ERCHOMAI, which means “to come.”


The aorist tense is a constative/historical aorist, which views the action in its entirety as a fact.


The active voice indicates that sheep owner produces the action.


The participle is a temporal participle that precedes the action of the main verb and can be translated “after coming.”

Then we have the preposition EIS plus the accusative of place from the masculine singular article, used as a possessive pronoun, and noun OIKOS, meaning “to his house.” 

“And after coming to his house,”
 is the third person singular present active indicative from the verb SUGKALEW, which means “to call together.”


The present tense is a descriptive present, describing what occurs at that moment.


The active voice indicates that the sheep owner produces the action.


The indicative mood is declarative for a simple statement of fact.

Then we have the accusative direct object from the masculine plural article, used as a possessive pronoun, and adjective PHILOS, meaning “his friends.”  This is followed by the additive use of the conjunction KAI, meaning “and” plus the accusative direct object from the masculine plural article, used as a possessive pronoun, and the noun GEITWN, meaning “his neighbors.”  Next we have the nominative masculine singular present active participle of the verb LEGW, which means “to say: saying.”


The present tense is a descriptive present, describing what occurs at that moment.


The active voice indicates that sheep owner produces the action.


The participle is circumstantial.

Then we have the dative indirect object from the third person masculine plural personal use of the intensive pronoun AUTOS, meaning “to them.”

“he calls together his friends and his neighbors, saying to them,”
 is the second person plural aorist deponent passive imperative of the verb SUGCHAIRW, which means “to Rejoice with.”


The aorist tense is a constative aorist, which views the action in its entirety as a fact.


The deponent passive voice is passive in form but active in meaning with the owner asking his friends and neighbors to produce the action.


The imperative mood is an imperative of entreaty.  It is a request rather than a command.

With this we have the instrumental of association from the first person singular personal pronoun EGW, meaning “with me.”

““Rejoice with me,”
 is the causal use of the conjunction HOTI, meaning “because.”  Then we have the first person singular aorist active indicative of the verb HEURISKW, which means “to find: I have found.”


The culminative aorist regards the action in its entirety as a fact with emphasis on its completion.  This is brought out in translation by use of the English auxiliary verb “have.”


The active voice indicates that the owner of the lost sheep has produced the action.


The indicative mood is declarative for a simple statement of fact.

This is followed by the accusative direct object from the neuter singular article and noun PROBATON with the possessive genitive from the first person singular personal pronoun EGW, meaning “my sheep.”  Finally, we have the accusative direct object from the neuter singular articular perfect active participle of the verb APOLLUMI, which means “to be lost.”


The article functions as a relative pronoun, translated “which.”


The perfect tense is could be either a dramatic perfect or aoristic perfect, dramatically stating the past fact.


The active voice indicates that the sheep produced the action of being lost.


The participle is circumstantial.

“because I have found my sheep which was lost!””
Lk 15:6 corrected translation
“And after coming to his house, he calls together his friends and his neighbors, saying to them, “Rejoice with me, because I have found my sheep which was lost!””
Explanation:
1.  “And after coming to his house,”

a.  The Lord continues the parable/illustration of the rescue of the lost sheep by telling us what happened after the shepherd or owner of the sheep found the sheep and returned it to the rest of the flock.


b.  The owner then proceeded to go from the pasture back to his home, since he had exciting news.  The picture of the shepherd coming home is a picture of the Lord Jesus Christ returning to earth at the Second Advent.  Some might see this as the return of Christ to heaven in His ascension, but the next phrase ‘he calls together his friends and neighbors’ is a metaphor for the regathering of Israel and the Gentile believers who survive the Tribulation.


c.  The word ‘house’ is often used in Scripture metaphorically for the rulership or nation of Israel.  For example, the phrase ‘the house of David’ does not refer to a literal building, but to the government of King David.  Jesus is returning to His ‘house’, His kingdom, His rulership on earth.

2.  “he calls together his friends and his neighbors,”

a.  The sheep owner then calls together his friends and neighbors.  This calling is similar to the ‘invitation’ that the host gave to all his friends and neighbors that had excuses for why they couldn’t come to the party.  Jesus is advancing the same theme with a different story, but this time everyone who accepted the invitation comes to the party.


b.  The person calling is analogous to the Lord Jesus Christ.  The friends of the owner are analogous to the Jewish believers of human history, which includes all the Old Testament believers and all Tribulation Jews both living and dead; for the dead ‘come back to life’ as it were (no believer really dies; they are said to ‘sleep’).  In another parable of Jesus the friends of the Groom are Jewish believers.  The neighbors of the sheep owner are analogous to the Gentile believers of human history.  They are the literal neighbors of the Jews in the countries around Israel.


c. The calling together of the Jewish and Gentile believers of human history is the story of what happens at the second advent of Christ after He has completed His victory over Satan, the fallen angels, the Beast (Antichrist) and False Prophet (dictator of Israel).  This calling together is analogous to the regathering of Israel and the Gentile believers for the wedding feast of the Lamb.

3.  “saying to them, “Rejoice with me,”

a.  Jesus then tells the self-righteous scribes and Pharisees (as well as the tax collectors and sinners who are also listening) what the owner (He) says to his friends and neighbors (Jewish and Gentile believers regathered after His second advent).


b.  This is not a command, but a request to come to the party.  The owner asks those he cares about to celebrate with him.  Jesus invites/asks/requests that all believers join Him in celebrating his victory over the forces of evil, who have opposed Him throughout human history.


c.  There is going to be the greatest celebration ever seen in all of creature history after our Lord’s victory over Satan and regathering of all those who believe in Him.  We don’t know how long the party will last, but we won’t get tired of celebrating, since we will be in resurrection bodies, which don’t get tired or need rest.


d.  There are literally hundreds of references to rejoicing and being happy in Scripture.  God is happy.  He has always been happy, and will always be happy.  He is perfect, infinite, complete, and eternal happiness.  And He wants to share that happiness and rejoicing with us.  He wants us to share His happiness and rejoicing.  And He never wants that happiness to end.

4.  “because I have found my sheep which was lost!””

a.  Finally, the owner of the sheep states the reason why he wants his friends and neighbors to rejoice with him.  He announces the finding and rescue of the sheep that was lost.  The lost sheep is analogous to a lost sinner (but remember that this can also extend to the rescue of a degenerate believer as a side application).  The rescue of the lost sheep is analogous to the salvation of an unbeliever.  By analogy the Lord Jesus Christ rejoices over the salvation of every single member of the human race who believes in Him.  And the angels rejoice with Him.  Ever wonder how many times a day this rejoicing in heaven must occur?


b.  Who did the work of finding?  The sheep owner.  What did the sheep do to be saved?  Nothing.  Who gets the credit for all this?  The Lord Jesus Christ.  Did the sheep deserve to be saved?  Nope.  Does this parable agree with the principles of Eph 2:8-9.  Yes it does.  “By grace you have been saved through faith, and that salvation is not of yourselves, but is a gift of God.”


c.  And one last question:  What wasn’t served for dinner that evening?  Lamb.

5.  Commentators’ comments.


a.  “The shepherd does not rejoice privately.  He calls his friends and neighbors.  They are to share in the joy of the rediscovered sheep.  The picture is a simple one: a great celebration at the recovery of a lost sinner.  This point reappears in Lk 15:9 and Lk 15:23–24 and links the three parables together.  The use of ‘call together’ may suggest a formal celebration.  If so, the image of celebration is enhanced, and the joy of heaven is compared to a great party—all over one creature!  Here is God’s heart for sinners as He works through Jesus.  So also seeking the lost should be at the heart of the disciple’s activity.  Those who claim to serve God should be aware that this is part of their mandate.  The total separation of the Pharisees and their grumbling about associating with sinners stand in stark contrast to Jesus’ approach.”


b.  “There is a fourfold joy expressed when a lost sinner comes to the Savior.  Though nothing is said in the story about how the sheep felt, there is certainly joy in the heart of the person found.  Both Scripture (Acts 3:8; 8:39) and our own personal experience verify the joy of salvation.  But there is also the joy of the person who does the finding.  Whenever you assist in leading a lost soul to faith in Christ, you experience a wonderful joy within.  Others join with us in rejoicing as we share the good news of a new child of God in the family, and there is also joy in heaven (Lk 15:7, 10).  The angels know better than we do what we are saved from and to, and they rejoice with us.”


c.  “Jesus asks His audience to acknowledge for themselves the appropriateness of calling together a celebration in the event of the restoration of what was lost.”


d.  “The moral of the story is: As the shepherd’s friends rejoice when he finds that which was lost, so do God’s friends rejoice when He recovers what was lost to Him; thus Jesus’ accusers, who resent His fellowship with sinners He seeks to restore, may not really be God’s friends.”


e.  “God rejoices even more (if that is possible) over the return of the lost than over the safety of those at home.”

� BDAG, p. 116, meaning 3.


� Bock, D. L. (1996). Luke: 9:51–24:53 (Vol. 2, pp. 1301–1302). Grand Rapids, MI: Baker Academic.


� Wiersbe, W. W. (1996). The Bible Exposition Commentary (Vol. 1, p. 234). Wheaton, IL: Victor Books.


� Green, J. B. (1997). The Gospel of Luke (p. 574). Grand Rapids, MI: Wm. B. Eerdmans Publishing Co.


� Keener, C. S. (1993). The IVP Bible Background Commentary: New Testament (Lk 15:6–7). Downers Grove, IL: InterVarsity Press.


� Carson, D. A., France, R. T., Motyer, J. A., & Wenham, G. J. (Eds.). (1994). New Bible Commentary: 21st century edition (4th ed., p. 1005). Leicester, England; Downers Grove, IL: Inter-Varsity Press.





2
4

