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

 is the transitional use of the postpositive conjunction DE, meaning “Then; Now.”  With this we have the third person singular aorist active indicative from the verb EIPON, which means “to say; to speak; to tell: He spoke.”


The aorist tense is a constative/historical aorist, which views the action in its entirety as a fact.


The active voice indicates that Jesus produced the action.


The indicative mood is declarative for a simple statement of fact.

This is followed by the preposition PROS plus the accusative of place from the third person masculine plural personal use of the intensive pronoun AUTOS, meaning “to them” and referring to Jesus’ critics.  Then we have the accusative direct object from the feminine singular article and noun PARABOLĒ with the adjectival use of the demonstrative pronoun HOUTOS, meaning “this parable.”

“Then He spoke to them this parable,”
 is the nominative masculine singular present active participle of the verb LEGW, which means “to say: saying.”


The present tense is a descriptive present for what occurred at that moment.


The active voice indicates that Jesus produced the action.


The participle is circumstantial.

“saying,”
Lk 15:3 corrected translation
“Then He spoke to them this parable, saying,”
Explanation:
1.  “Then He spoke to them this parable,”

a.  Luke continues the story by indicating what the Lord did to stop the criticism of His critics (the Pharisees and scribes), so He could continue His ‘banquet’ for the tax collectors and sinners.  Notice that Jesus is doing exactly what He had previously recommended that the Pharisee do, who invited Jesus and all his legalistic friends to dinner.  Jesus was inviting the same people that He recommended the Pharisee invite—the outcasts of society.  These were the same people illustrated in Jesus’ story about the wedding banquet and gathering the dregs of society from all the streets, lanes, and countryside.  What Jesus taught by way of illustration, He now illustrates by example.  And the critics of Jesus just don’t ‘get it’.  They are still clueless in the grumbling and complaining about what Jesus is doing.


b.  Therefore, so Jesus can continue to evangelize His ‘guests’, He tells a parable to His critics, which also has the dual purpose of explaining to His ‘guests’ what God is doing for them.  The parable has a two-fold purpose: (1) it shows the Pharisees and scribes what they should have been doing but have failed to do, and (2) it shows the tax collectors and sinners what God is in the process of doing for them.


c.  In reality the Pharisees and scribes are just as ‘lost’ as the tax collectors and sinners.  Therefore, the thrust of the parable is really for everyone listening.  God is not willing that any should perish and this parable applies to both the critics of Jesus and His guests.

2.  “saying,”

a.  The fact that God becomes incarnate and speaks to sinful man is, in itself, one of the most awesome demonstrations of the grace and love of God.  That God should have to explain Himself to anyone is incredibly kind on His part.  We don’t earn or deserve to know why God does what He does or how He does what He does.  We should be thankful that God tells us anything about who and what He is and why He does what He does.


b.  Jesus is not harsh with His critics on this occasion, but demonstrates His graciousness, kindness, thoughtfulness, and unconditional love in each word that comes from His lips.  His desire to evangelize these men is overflowing with concern for their eternal future.  He wants the most self-righteous Pharisee (wonder if Saul of Tarsus was there) and the most horrible sinner (wonder if Saul of Tarsus was there) to be saved.


c.  Jesus does what is most characteristic of His entire ministry—He teaches.  No matter how much He is rejected, He keeps on teaching.  So how do we apply that principle to ourselves?  For those with spiritual communication gifts such as pastor-teacher: keep on teaching no matter what the reaction or response.  For those without spiritual communication gifts: keep on learning and applying what you learn.

3.  Commentators’ comments.


a.  “The Parable of the Lost Sheep is Christ’s way of answering the caviling [raising irritating and trivial objections] of these chronic complainers.”


b.  “Jesus responds to the criticism with a multifaceted picture told in three parallel parables.  An inherent unity exists in what Jesus will say in these parables.  The parable is told to the grumbling Pharisees and scribes.  Jesus is responding primarily to their complaint, but also to the crowds, who are potential beneficiaries of God’s grace.”


c.  “Verse 3 gives us a further key to understanding this parable, for it tells us Jesus spoke ‘this parable’ (singular) to them (i.e., the Pharisees and scribes).  So Scripture tells us the three stories are one parable; our understanding must thus be one as well.  These three stories are not three separate parables, but together form one parable; and we must recognize that it includes in its answer a reply to the objections voiced by the Pharisees and scribes.”
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