John 1:1
Luke 13:20



 is the continuative use of the conjunction KAI, meaning “And,” followed by the adverb of manner PALIN, meaning “again.”  Then we have the third person singular aorist active indicative from the verb EIPON, which means “to say: He said.”


The aorist tense is a constative/historical aorist, which views the action in its entirety as a fact.


The active voice indicates that the Lord produced the action.


The indicative mood is declarative for a simple statement of fact.

“And again He said,”
 is the dative indirect object from the neuter singular interrogative pronoun TIS, meaning “To what?”  Then we have the first person singular future active indicative from the verb HOMOIOW, which means “to compare.”


The future tense is a deliberative future, which is used to consult the judgment of another person.
  The English auxiliary verb “shall” can be used in the translation.


The active voice indicates that Jesus proposes to produce the action.


The indicative mood is an interrogative indicative, which is used in questions that can be answered by providing factual information.

Next we have the accusative direct object from the feminine singular article and noun BASILEIA with the possessive genitive or genitive of identity from the masculine singular article and noun THEOS, meaning “the kingdom of God.”

“‘To what shall I compare the kingdom of God?”
Lk 13:20 corrected translation
“And again He said, ‘To what shall I compare the kingdom of God?”
Explanation:
1.  “And again He said,”

a.  Luke continues by telling us what no other gospel writer mentions—that Jesus repeats the question He just asked.


b.  The fact that Luke records that Jesus repeated the question tells us that Luke had some original source material that was independent of Matthew and Mark.  They may have not added this comment for various reasons (thinking it redundant or due to space limitations in their manuscript), but Luke clearly shows that there was more happening than recorded by the other gospel writers.


c.  The Lord’s purpose in repeating the question is the point here, and His purpose was to continue to awaken and stimulate the erroneous thinking of the crowd, who believed that the Messiah would return ‘with a bang’ and change everything in a very short period of time.  This is true of what will happen at the Second Advent, but not at all what was happening with Jesus’ first advent.  He wasn’t performing according to their preconceived expectations.  So once again He is attempting to get these people to think about the real nature of the kingdom of God.

2.  “‘To what shall I compare the kingdom of God?”

a.  Verse 18’s question was “To what is the kingdom of God like, and to what shall I compare it?”  This time the Lord combines the double question into one question with a simple rearrangement of a few words.

b.  Again the Lord will compare the kingdom of God to something in common everyday life to show the nature of the kingdom.  In the previous illustration the Lord showed how the kingdom would start out very small and become very big, providing protect and comfort for all.  This time He will illustrate the power of the spiritual kingdom, which will begin with a very small amount of divine power that will grow into the greatest power in every aspect of life.

3.  Commentators’ comments.


a.  “Jesus returns to His question in order to give a second illustration of the kingdom.  Again He makes clear that He presents a comparison between life and the kingdom.  In contrast to Lk 13:18, only one question is asked, but the same general topic is present.”


b.  “PALIN (=again) is comparatively rare in Luke (6:43; 23:20; compared to 17 times in Matthew and 28 times in Mark) and hence is from Luke’s source [other documents/information that Luke had about the life of Jesus].”
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