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 is the transitional use of the conjunction DE, meaning “Now” plus the nominative subject from the neuter singular article and noun PAIDION, which means “the child” and refers to John the Baptist.  Then we have the third person singular imperfect active indicative from the verb AUXANW, which means “to grow.”


The imperfect tense is a durative imperfect, which describes a continuous, past action without reference to its conclusion.  It can be translated “kept on growing” or “continued to grow.”


The active voice indicates that John the Baptist produced the action.


The indicative mood is declarative for a simple statement of fact.

“Now the child continued to grow”
 is the additive use of the conjunction KAI, meaning “and,” followed by the third person singular imperfect passive indicative from the verb KRATAIOW, which means “to be made strong; to become strong; Lk 2:40; Eph 3:16; 1 Cor 16:13.”
  The morphology of this verb is identical to the previous verb.  Then we have the locative of sphere from the neuter singular noun PNEUMA, meaning “in spirit” (a reference to John’s human spirit) or the instrumental of agency, meaning “by agency of the Spirit.”  Both ideas are equally true here; for John’s becoming strong in his human spirit could only occur by the agency of the Holy Spirit.

“and continued to become strong in spirit;”
 is the continuative use of the conjunction KAI, meaning “and,” followed by the third person singular imperfect active indicative from the verb EIMI, meaning “to be: he was = he lived.”
  The morphology of this verb is the same as the previous imperfect verbs.  It denotes continuous, past action.  Then we have the preposition EN plus the locative of place from the feminine plural article and adjective ERĒMOS, meaning “in the deserts, wildernesses, uninhabited places of the Judean wilderness, the stony, barren eastern declivity [downward slopes] of the Judean mountains toward the Dead Sea and lower Jordan Valley.”

“and he continued to live in the uninhabited places”
 is the preposition HEWS plus the adverbial genitive of time from the feminine singular noun HĒMERA, meaning “until the day.”  With this we have the genitive of identity (descriptive
 or attributive genitive) from the feminine singular noun ANADEIXIS with the possessive genitive from the third person masculine singular personal use of the intensive pronoun AUTOS, meaning “of his commissioning, installation (technical term in reference to public recognition of an appointed official: ‘until the day when he was commissioned before Israel’ as forerunner of the Messiah Lk 1:80.)”
  The Friberg Analytical Lexicon of the Greek NT gives the translation “public appearance; manifestation.”  Liddell and Scott suggests the translation “manifestation.”  Finally, we have the preposition PROS plus the accusative of place from the masculine singular proper noun ISRAĒL, meaning “to Israel.”
“until the day of his public appearance to Israel.”
Lk 1:80 corrected translation
“Now the child continued to grow and continued to become strong in spirit, and he continued to live in the uninhabited places until the day of his public appearance to Israel.”
Explanation:
1.  “Now the child continued to grow”

a.  Luke transitions to his conclusion of this story, which is indicated by the Greek word DE, meaning “Now.”  “The child” refers to John the Baptist from the previous context.  The important aspect of this statement, however, it the action of the verb ‘to grow.’


b.  The action of the verb is imperfect, which denotes continuous action over an undefined period of time.  This growth could refer to physical growth or spiritual growth or both.  But because of the reference to spiritual growth in the next clause, this “growth” more likely emphasizes the physical aspect of John growing from a child to a man.  Luke is emphasizing that John grew up like any other Jewish child.  John had a normal growth physically without complications or accidents along the way that impaired him for life (for example, a childhood disease like polio or some other disability).

2.  “and continued to become strong in spirit;”

a.  In this clause Luke adds the emphasis on John’s spiritual growth.  The important point here is that John continued to grow spiritually.  This occurred throughout his childhood, but also continued throughout his manhood.  John lived a life of continuous influence by the Holy Spirit and continuous spiritual growth.  This does not imply that John never sinned.  That distinction belongs to the Lord Jesus Christ alone.  John sinned like any other man, but was continually under the influence or filling of the Holy Spirit whenever in a state of fellowship with God.

b.  There are two possibilities for PNEUMA in the dative case here: the locative of sphere from the neuter singular noun PNEUMA, meaning “in spirit” (a reference to John’s human spirit) or the instrumental of agency, meaning “by agency of the Spirit.”  Both ideas are equally true here; for John’s becoming strong in his human spirit could only occur by the agency of the Holy Spirit.  John continued to become strong in his human spirit and did so by means of the ministry of filling of the Holy Spirit.  This is a precursor to the spiritual life Church Age believers live.  John, like Jesus, lived a prototype to the spiritual life that we have.  Whether or not it was an exact prototype is problematic.  It may have been and appears to have been, but we have no way of verifying it.


c.  “‘To become strong’ in Lk 1:80; 2:40 [also used of Jesus]—combined in both cases with ‘to grow’—denotes growth in childhood, especially from the standpoint of mental independence.”

3.  “and he continued to live in the uninhabited places”

a.  This clause does not refer to John’s life as a child.  As a child he lived with his parents and grew up under their guidance, teaching, and direction.


b.  As to the question of when John began living in uninhabited places, we have no answer, only guesses.  It could have begun when he was thirteen or twenty, the two ages we know were important in Jewish literature.  At age thirteen a boy was considered to be responsible as ‘a man’.  But Jewish boys/men were not allowed to join the army or go to war until age twenty.  I think it more likely that John remained at home with his parents to help them in their old age and didn’t begin living in the uninhabited places until their deaths, which were probably closer to his being twenty years old.  If John was born when Zacharias and Elizabeth were about sixty years old (advanced in their days), they could have easily lived until about eighty years old and died.  John would have been twenty about that time and then gone off to live on his own in the wilderness.


c.  The phrase “uninhabited places” refers to both deserts and mountainous areas (which were both available in southern Judea and around the area of the Dead Sea).  The point being made here is that John didn’t live in Hebron or Jerusalem or any other big city, where he would be known by all and seen all the time.  We might say his ministry suddenly “came out of nowhere” both literally and figuratively.  Because John lived such as isolated life, he was not influenced by the things of this world, and was not influenced by other people.  He remained influenced by the Holy Spirit.


d.  As to the length of time he lived this way, we can only guess that it was not less than ten years, if he began living alone at age twenty and his ministry began around age thirty, when the public ministry of Jesus began, which John may have paralleled, since they were only six months apart in age.

4.  “until the day of his public appearance to Israel.”

a.  Luke then addresses the fact that John lived in wilderness/deserted places (probably from the time of the death of his parents) until the day of his public appearance to Israel.  What exact day this was is impossible to know.  However, we can narrow down the year to about 25-26 A.D. based upon the year of Jesus’ birth and age at the beginning of His public ministry, which was about 26-27 A.D.


b.  The point here is that John was relatively unknown until he suddenly burst upon the spiritual scene in Israel as a prophet.  Remember Lk 1:65, “And respect came on all those living around them; and all these things kept on being discussed in detail in the whole hill country of Judea.”  These continuous discussions certainly abated over the ten-year or more period of time that John lived in isolation.  He was out of sight and out of mind after a while.  When John suddenly burst back on the spiritual scene of Israel some people probably remembered and told others the story of his background—the circumstances of his conception, birth, and circumcision.


c.  From the time of his public appearance to Israel John remained a public figure until the day of his death.  And John was fully aware of the public life of the corrupt officials such as Herod Antipas and his illegitimate wife Salome.  Even though John lived in isolation, he knew what was happening in his country.


d.  A side lesson here for those who communicate the word of God publicly.  You give up a great deal of your privacy, when you become a public spokesman for God, and Satan and the fallen angels turn their attention to stopping your continued proclamation of the word of God.

5.  Commentators’ comments.


a.  “According to Lk 1:80, John the Baptist was in the desert until the day of his manifesting to Israel.  The solemnity of this ‘appearing’ of the precursor, inaugurating his ministry, is noteworthy.  The evangelist contrasts John’s long, solitary, silent sojourn in the Judean desert east of Hebron to his official manifesting by God; it is like a revelation.  But this is also the coming of a hero who heralds the king and prepares his way, his presentation before the whole nation.  It was at this point that John, then about thirty years old, received his investiture as announcer of the messianic era.”


b.  “The child kept growing in strength of body and spirit.  So these two boys of destiny grew on with the years, the one in the desert hills near Hebron after Zacharias and Elisabeth died, the other, the young Carpenter up in Nazareth, each waiting for ‘his public appearance to Israel.”


c.  “Luke summarizes the Baptist’s growth, who is not mentioned again until his ministry begins in Lk 3:2.  Such summaries are common in the infancy section (2:40, 52) and have parallels in the OT.  The accounts of Isaac (Gen 21:8), Samuel (1 Sam 2:26), and Samson (Judg 13:24) also have growth summaries.  John was growing physically and spiritually.  Luke uses his preferred imperfect for both verbs.  Some regard the reference to πνεῦμα (pneuma) as a reference to the Holy Spirit.  But the reference more naturally refers to John’s personal spirit [human spirit], since it is placed next to the idea of physical strength.  Such growth is related to God’s Spirit, but the primary point is John’s growth.  John spent his pre-ministry days in the wilderness.  The plural reference to ‘wildernesses’ is not a reference to several places, but is an abstract plural that looks at one general locale.  Luke is fond of the plural expression (Lk 5:16; 8:29).  The area is probably the Jordan Valley, the barren Judean wilderness west of the Dead Sea.  John spent his days there until he came to minister to Israel.  Luke again notes the national and exclusive focus of John’s ministry (‘to Israel’), a reference that is clearly intended to describe a historical reality.  The phrase the days of his appearing looks forward to the beginning of his ministry.  At this point, Luke leaves the story of John until Lk 3:2. It is time to turn to Jesus.”


d.  “As John grew, he became strong in spirit, that is, in human spirit.  He had an inner vitality and fortitude.  His living in the desert till the time of his public appearance was not normal for a young person.  But because of the special mission which John knew from an early age he would perform, he chose to follow the role of Elijah by living in a desolate area.  For in only a brief period of time John’s ministry would catapult him into prominence.”


e.  “This summary statement completes the narrative about John in the birth narrative at the same time that it anticipates a return to that narrative later in the Gospel.  He is maturing, but he has not yet appeared publicly to take up his prophetic role.  Luke envisages these years of growth as the time during which the Spirit with which John was filled at conception fashions his life before God and prepares him for his prophetic ministry.  In every other way the words of Gabriel have come to pass, so we cannot but believe that Luke will go on to report how John ‘went before the Lord.’  With this summary statement Luke clears John from the stage, and with him the characters through whom John has been introduced.  This prepares for a return to the story of Jesus.”


f.  “John’s ministry as the one who prepared ‘the way of the Lord’ took place at various wilderness locations.”


g.  “The summary statement is especially reminiscent of 1 Sam 2:26 and 3:19 for the maturation of the prophet Samuel.”


h.  “John had a priestly father to raise him, so God provided him with all the Bible training he would need for his ministry which was to start when he was thirty years old (Lk 3:23—John was six months older than Jesus), just the same age at which priests and Levites were invested in Israel (Num 4:3).  All his life he was to be a Nazarite, a visible and permanent reminder to him and all around that God had appointed him to special service.”


i.  “John spent years in the desert until A.D. 27 when he received his call during the priesthood of Annas and Caiaphas (Lk 3:2).  Then John burst onto the scene as a bigger-than-life Old Testament prophet.”
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